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The PRESIDENT: The honourable mem-
ber Is quick to react.

The Hon. R. F. OLAUGHTON: I do not
wish to provoke an argument with you,
Mr President.

The PRESIDENT: I will see to It that
the honourable member does not. Will he
please proceed with his remarks?

The Hon. R. F. CLAUOHTON: I will
proceed with may remarks, because the
matters raised by interjection are relevant
to the remarks I was making. This Bill
is being pushed through Parliament so
hastily that it has been the cause of Irri-
tation to members who are required to
be in the Chamber at this late hour. That
Is not a course of action of my choosing
or the choosing of my party.

This is a Bill which should not be pushed
through with such haste. It could well be left
over until the next part of the session In
July or August. The Minister has told
us that finance is not a great considera-
tion. In the last week of the present ses-
sion the Bill was presented to us, and we
are expected to deal with It in the short
time that remains. I consider that to be
unreasonable. certainly the time avail-
able does not provide people outside this
Parliament, who are vitally Interested in
the matter, with an opportunity to give
consideration to what is proposed. With
that final protest I indicate I oppose the
legislation.

THE HON. G. C. MAfcKINiNON (South-
West-Minister for Education) [12.45
a.ntl: I simply must make two comments
in reply. one point which upset me was
the lack of care of the confidentially ex-
ercised by some members of the board after
I had spoken to the board. I was upset at
the way this was done. Certain kinder-
garten teac-hers In the country were con-
tacted by telephone and advised that the
Minister had seen the board the night be-
fore and that by May next many of them
would not have a job. That was a flagrant
lie.

That episode upset me for a number of
reasons. Firstly, it upset me because it was
a hie, and it also upset the kindergarten
teachers, their friends, and the parents of
children in the kindergartens In the
country. As a. result they rang my col-
leagues and myself to inquire whether
there was any truth in the allegation. I
had to assure them there was not.

The other aspect raised byr Mr Claughton
is one which has always been with us. I
myself have stood up and complained about
the need to put a Bill through quickly.
Nevertheless, in this ease there has been
a change in the pattern of funding, and
slightly in excess of $2 million of the tax-
payers' money is to be spent as soon as
possible to house children In pre-school
centres. The expenditure of these funds
will not only be in the interests of the
children but also of the taxpayers of the

State and the Commonwealth. I make no
apology In saying that I see an urgent ne-
cessity to have this Bill passed quickly to
have the matter rationalised.

Question Put and Passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to

the Assembly,

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
SPECIAL

THE BON. N, MONEILL (Lower West-
Minister for Justice) [12.48 an,]: I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 4.30 p.m. today (Thursday).

Question Put and passed.
Mouse adjourned at 12.49 a.m. (Thursday)

iKrgtIoatt Assewmbtg
Wednesday, the 7th May, 1975

The SPEARER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 Pm., and read prayers.

COMPANIES ACT (INTERSTATE
CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION)

AMENDMENT BIL
Rneturned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

TRONADO MACHINE
Continued Use: Petition

MR J1. T. TONKIN (Melville--Leader of
the Opposition) [4.32 pm.]: I wish to pre-
sent the following petition-

To the Honourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Austra-
lia. In Parliament assembled:

We, the undersigned residents In
the State of Western Australia
believe the Tronado machine
should remain available to any
doctor wishing to use this method
of treatment for cancer, despite
the adverse judgment of the Na-
tional Health & Medical Research
Council.

Your petitioners therefore
humbly pray that your honourable
House will give this matter earn-
est consideration and your peti-
tioners as In duty bound will ever
pray.

I certify this is In accordance with the
Standing Orders and bears 27 974 signa-
tures.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the peti-
tion be brought to the Table of the House.

The petition was tabled (see paper
No. 205).
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PUBLIC SERVICE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Introduction and First Reading
Bil introduced, on motion by Sfr Charles

Court (Premier), and read a first time.

EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2)

Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr

Grayden (Minister for Labour and Indus-
try), and read a first time.

Second Reading
MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister

for Labour and Industry) [4.35 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The purpose of this Bill Is to amend the
Education Act to provide greater flexibility
for Governments in relation to the subsi-
disation of efficient schools. The Bill re-
lates entirely to sections GA. 9B, SC and
GD of the principal Act, which all deal ex-
clusively with the payment of subsidies to
efficient schools.

Members will be aware that almost every
year for many years past Governments
have sought to amend these sections in
order to give effect to policy decisions re-
lating to the various subsidies. The need
to introduce legislation so regularly has
several disadvantages, including extended
delays in being able to implement needed
changes to the assistance given, particu-
larly in regard to the independent schools
system.

The Government is anxious that the pro-
vision of assistance by way of subsidies to
both Government and non-Government
schools should be as flexible as possible,
hence the decision to introduce this
amendment which seeks to delegate to the
Minister the authority to fix the details of
the amount and form of payment and
eligibility for the various subsidies pre-
sently paid.

it is the Government's hope that the
amendment will greatly improve the flexi-
bility of the existing system and allow for
more efficient administration of the sub-
sidies programme.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr T.
D. Evans.

1.

QUESTIONS (57): ON NOTICE

HOSPITALS
Heart Ambulances

Mr FLETCHER, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Health:
(1) Is the Minister aware of recent

comment In the Press that many
fatal heart attacks relate to de-
lay in transferring victims from
the scene of the attack to hos-
pital care?

(2) Is the Minister also aware that
Frenmantle hospital has a suit-
ably equipped "heart ambulance"
which is rarely used?

(3) With a view to a reduction in the
number of heart attack fatalities,
will the Minister give considera-
tion to recommending that medi-
cal teams be rostered on a daily
basis to man heart ambulances at
short notice at Fremnantle and
other main metropolitan Govern-
ment hospitals?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) and (2) Yes,
(3) Medical personnel are already

restered at Fremantle Hospital to
man the beant ambulance. Its
relative lack of use is due to the
infrequency of calls to the hos-
pital indicating that this facility
is needed for the particular case
in question.
Similar arrangements cannot be
made at hospitals without full-
time resident medical staff.

SEWERAGE
Bedford: Gravitational Main

Mr A. Ri. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Water Supplies:
(1) With reference to the answer to

parts (1) and (2) of question on
notice 31 for 30th April, 1975, has
provision been made for the pro-
posed gravitational main sewer in
Bedford in either the Australian
Government's or the Western
Australian Government's 1914-75
Bludget?

(2) What is the timetable for the lay-
ing of the main sewer?

Mr O'NEI replied:
(1) No.
(2) 1 have already Informed the mem-

ber in the answer to the question
referred to that this is dependent
upon availability of finance.

TUART FORESTS
Diebacc Disease: Effect

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and Environment:
(1) What Is known In regard to the

susceptibility of tuart and other
species of the tuart forest asso-
ciation, as at Ludlow, to the ef-
fedts of Phytophthora cinna-

mi?
(2) Further to Its 1973 annual report,

has the Environmental Protec-
tion Authority considered and
made any recommendations con-
cerning the use of natural con-
struction material which might
be infected with Pkytophtftora
cinnamomi, in respect of the re-
alignment of Bussell Highway
and the railway at Ludlow?
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Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) Disease ascribed to Phytophthora

ct'anamomi in the true tuart forest
association is minimal and on the
evidence available associations on
limestone soils are resistent to the
disease.

(2) No.

4. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Technical Subcommittee: Inspection of

Ludlow Tuart Forest
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and Environment:
(1) Further to question on notice 42

asked on 4th September, 1974, did
ground visits by the technical sub-
committee to carry out more de-
tailed inspections include the
Ludlow-Wonnerup area. and the
Ludlow tuart forest specifically?

(2) If so. on What date was the In-
spection made?7

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Three visits during the period

September-October, 1973.

5. LAND ACT
Natural Materials for Public Works:

Removal
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Lands:

Under what provisions of the
Land Act does the Crown remove
natural material for public
works--
(a) from alienated rural land;
(b) State forest;
(c) national parks;
(d) flora and fauna reserves?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(a) Section 15 and the third

schedule of the Land Act.
(b) to (d) The Land Act contains

no specific provisions govern-
ing removal of materials for
public works from these cate-
gories of land.

6. RAILWAYS

Natural Materials for Construction:
Authority to Remove

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Transport:

Under what authority does the
Railways Commission act to re-
move natural material for rail-
way construction-
(a) from alienated rural land;,
(b) State forest;
(c) national parks;
(d) flora and fauna reserves?

M~r O'CONNOR replied:
Under section 112 of the Public
Works Act of 1902.

MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT
Road-making Materials: Authority to

Remove
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Transport:

Under what authority does the
Commissioner of Main Roads re-
move road making materials--
(a) from alienated rural land;
(b) State forest;
(c) national parks;
(d) flora and fauna reserves?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(a) Third schedule of the Land

Act 1933 delegated by His
Excellency the Governor in
Executive Council on l8th
June, 1930.

(b) to (d) Section 112 of the
Public Works Act delegated by
the Minister for Works and
with permission from the
Conservator of Forests or the
Under-Secretary, Department
of Lands and Surveys.

8. ROADS
Sand an4 Gravel Pits; Regeneration
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the minister
for Transport:

Further to question on notice 10
asked on 18th September, 1974.
and page 14 of the Forests De-
partment 1974 annual report, is
the programme to rehabilitate
Main Roads Department pits a
State-wide concern, or Is it geo-
graphically selective?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The department's policy for
several years has been to rehabili-
tate borrow areas on all construc-
tion 'work throughout the State
immediately upon completion of
such work. In addition, action is
being taken to progressively re-
habilitate old borrow areas on a
selective basis.

9. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Natural Materials for Public Works:

Authority to Remove
Mr A. H. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Works:*

Under what authority does the
Public Works Department remove
natural material for public
works-
(a) from alienated rural land:
(b) State forest;
(c) national parks;,
(d) flora and fauna reserves?
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Mr O'NEfl. replied:
(a) Under section 112 (1) of the

Public Works Act, 1902-1972
and any condition under any
lease or Crown grant.

(b) to (d) Under section 112 (1)
of the Public Works Act,
1902-1972 with the consent of
the appropriate authority.

10. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Natural Materia!s for Road Works:

Authority to Remove

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Local Government:

Under what authority do local
authorities remove natural mate-
rial for road works-
(a) from alienated rural land;
(b) State forest;
(c) national parks;
(d) flora and fauna reserves?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(a) to (d) The Local Govern-

ment Act authorises municipal
councils to remove natural
materials for road works as
follows-

Section 281 (1) (al-A
council, or a person auth-
orised in writing with the
seal of the municipality to
do so, may enter upon land
'within the district, not be-
ing or comprised In a gar-
den, yard, vineyard, or-
chard, plantation, park, re-
creation ground, or cemet-
eny, and whether fenced or
unfenced, and take from the
land such native growing or
dead timber, earth, stone,
sand, or gravel as, in the
opinion of the council, Is
necessary for the purpose
of making or repairing a
street, bridge, culvert, fence,
or gate, within the district.

Section 281 (8) further provides
that a council or person so
authorised shall not exercise the
powers conferred by this section
upon a reserve without the con-
sent, in writing, of the Minister
for Lands.

11. sorrIwoon PLANTATIONS
Policy and Planning

Mr A. It. TONKIN,, to the Minister
for Forests:
(l) Further to question on notice 17

asked on 3rd October, 1974, what
Is the Forests Department's pres-
ent policy and planning in regard
to softwood Production?

(2) Further to part (3) of question
on notice 2 asked on 5th October,
1972, does the present Govern-
ment support this policy?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) It is intended that there should

be at least 140 000 hectares of
softwood plantations, planted in
as regular a series of age grada-
tions as possible, established in
the south-west of the State by the
year 2000.
The Forests Department plans to
maintain at least its present rate
of approximately 2400 hectares a
Year for the immediate future. To
achieve the total target for the
year 2000, however, the total
yearly planting rate for the south
west will need to be at an aver-
age of approximately 4000)
hectares a year for the next 25
years,

(2) Yes.

12. MINERAL CLAIMS NOS. 1002
AND 1024

Conditions on Water Pollution
Mr A. It. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Mines:
(1) Futher to questions on notice 39

and 41 asked on 4th September,
1974, why were conditions to pre-
vent water pollution not Imposed
in regard to MC 1024 when such
conditions were imposed when
approving of MC 1002?

(2) Are MC 1002 and MC 1024 adjoin-
ing tenements occupied by the
same miner?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Conditions to prevent water

pollution were placed on mineral
claim 1002H because the Ludlow
River passes close to the southern
boundary of the claim.
Conditions were not imposed on
mineral claim 1024H because this
claim lies to the north of mineral
claim 1002H.

(2) Mineral claims 1002H and 1024H
are adjoining and are both held
by the same miner.

13. MINERAL CLAIM NO. 1024
Dedicated Road

Mr
for
(1)

A. It. TONKIN, to the Minister
Mines:
Further to question on notice 11
asked on 29th August. 1974, If
part of dedicated road No. 4038
Is included within MC 1024, is it
necessary for an application to
mine upon reserved lands to be
made under the Provisions of sec-
tion 30 of the Mining Act?
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(2) If so, why was this not carried
out prior to approval of the min-
eral claim being granted?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).

14. STATE FORESTS

Jarrah and Karr!: Use and Replenishment
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Forests:

Further to question on notice 18
asked on 27th November. 1974,
concerning use and replenish-
ment of jarrah and karri in State
forests, would he please provide
data of the same nature for the
other years from 1961 to 1974?

Mr RIDGE replied;
The information requested will be
supplied in Writing as soon as It
is available.

15. LI[ING
Lake Gnanga

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Mines:

Flurther to questions on notice 14
and 41, asked on 30th July, 1974,
and 8th August, 1974 respectively.
concerning mining at lake Onan-
gara, were the mining tenements
and associated conditions a6p-
proved by the Minister prior to
the matter being Investigated by
the Department of Environ-
mental Protection?

Mr MENSAROS replied:-
With relation to mineral claims
'8R and 241H-Yes. With rela-
tion to mineral claim 70/10673-
No.

16. HARDY INLET
ErcologicaL study

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and Environment:
(1) Further to Part (3) of question

on notice 6 asked on 5th Septem-
ber, 1974, concerning the Hardy
Inlet ecological study, what por-
tion of the $30 500 referred to
'was granted under the Austra-
lian Government's National
Estate programme?

(2) Further to part (1) (a) of ques-
tion on notice 27, asked on 17th
April, 1975-
(a) what funds were provided by

the State Government for
the Hardy Inlet ecological
study during 1971-72, 1972-73,
1973-74, and how much of
this year's grant has not yet
been spent;

(b) how much of the Austra-
lian Goverrnent's National
Estate Programme grant for
Western Australia has not
yet been spent?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) $25000.
(2) (a) The environmental study of

the Blackwood River Estuary
(Hardy Inlet) did not com-
mence until 7th December,
1973.
Funds provided 1973-74-

$5500.
Funds provided 1974-75-

$35 000 which will be re-
couped against a sum of
$41 000 now allocated for
1974-75 from National
Estate funds. Funds Pro-
vided for this year have
already been spent in
anticipation of National
Estate funding.

(b) All National Estate funds so
far provided for Hardy Inlet
have been expended.

17. This question was postponed.

18. - NATIONAL ESTATE
Policy Group aind Advisory Council
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and Environment:
(1) Are the National Estate State

policy group and the State ad-
visory council still in existence?

(2) If so, who are their members and
what are their terms of reference?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) (a) The National Estate State

policy group Is still meeting
regularly.

(b) The State Advisory Council
was called together during the
formative stages of State-
Commonwealth National
Estate Interaction to assist
the State policy group in
compiling a State Govern-
ment sponsored programme
for submission to the Com-
mnonwealth Government. The
future of this council Is cur-
rently under review in the
context of the report on a
proposed State Heritage Comn-
mission.

(2) The State policy group on the
National Estate comprises-

Dr B. J. O'Brien-Director of
Environmental Protection
(Convenor) -

Dr 1. D. Canr-Town Planning
Commissioner.

Mr J. Bannister-Director of
W.A. Museum,
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Mr K. B ir ks--Assistant (4) Further to a Paper by J. C. Lissi-
Under-Treasurer.

The terms of reference for this
body are to liaise with the Interim
Committee on the National Estate
and to prepare the State submis-
sion.
Membership of the State Advisory
Council comprises representatives
from-

Australian Institute of Urban
Studies (W.A. Branch).

Country Shire Councils Assoc.
of W.A.

Department of Environ-
mental Protection.

Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife.

Department of Lands and
Surveys.

Forests Department.
Local Government Associa-

tion of W.A. Museum.
National Parks Board.
Public Works Department.
Swan River Conservation

Board.
The National Trust of Auis-

tralia (W.A.).
The Royal Australian Insti-

tute of Architects (W.A.
Chapter).a

The Royal Western Auis-
tralian Historical Society.

The W.A. Conservation
Council.

Department of Tourism.
Town Planning Department

(Convenor).
Department of Agriculture.
The Royal Australian Plan-

ning Institute (W.A.
Division).

There were no specific terms of
reference but their function Is
covered by 1 (b) above.

19. MINERAL CLAIM4S
Eneabba

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) What are names of the occupiers

of the following mineral claims at
Eneabba, and have they been
approved yet-
7250, 7251, 13954, 13955, 14182 to
14185?

(2) Which of these claims encroach
upon the Irneabba townsite?

(3) (a) For any claims dealt with by
the warden, what was the
status of the professional
offcer required to make a re-
port pursuant to regulations
of the Mining Act;

(b) who was the competent per-
son instructed to inspect
claims encroaching upon the
townsite, as required at regu-
lation 91 of the Mining Act?

Mr
(1)

20.

man and R. J. Oxenford on the
Eneabba mineral sands deposit.
given at the Australian Institute
of Mining and Metallurgy Con-
ference in Perth 1973-
(a) has it yet been determined

whether strand and dunal
heavy mineral deposits extend
into the Eneabba townsite;

(b) if so, what is the likelihood of
those deposits being mined?

MENSAROS replied:
Mineral claim 7250H-flmenite

Pty. Ltd. not yet approved.
Mineral claim 72511-flmenite

Pry. Ltd. not yet approved.
Mineral claim 70/13954-jennings

Mining Limited not Yet ap-
proved.

Mineral claim '70/13955-Jennings
Mining Limited not yet ap-
Proved.

Mineral claims 70/14182 to
70/14185-Jennings Mining
Limited not Yet approved.

(2) Mineral claims 7250H1, 7251H,.
70/14182-70/14185 encroach
on Eneabba townslte.

(3) (a) Applications 7250H1 and
'7251H1 only have been heard
by the warden.
The Deputy Director of Geo-
logical Survey reported on the
applications as required by
regulation 55 (7) of the
Mining Act.

(b) J. Haddow. Mining Engineer,
District Inspector of Mines.
reported on the applications
as required by regulation 91 of
the Mining Act.

(4) (a) Available information sug-
gests that heavy mineral
sands extend for only short
distances (50-100 metres)
Into the eastern and south
western parts of the Eneabba
townaite.

(b) A number of tenement appli-
cations encroach upon the
Eneabba townsite but these
are still to be determined.

INFLATIONl
Government Action

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
As the answer to part (1) of ques-
tion 13, 29th April, gave no indi-
cation that the State Government
had any means at its disposal to
arrest the spiral of the cost of liv-
ing in Perth, is the State Govern-
ment devoid of methods to solve
the problem?
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Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
No, but as inflation In Australia Is
not confined to one State, and
does not spring from State Gov-
ernment policies, any steps taken
by the States would be largely
ineffective unless reinforced by
firm action and co-operation on
the part of the Federal Govern-
nment.
As to some of the steps which
could be considered for joint
action by State and Federal Gov-
ernments, I refer the member to
the statement I made to the House
on 14th August 1974 following the
Premiers' Conference held in
Canberra on the previous day.

21. ROADS AND BRIDGES
Metro politan Area: Planning

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Transport:

Further to Hansard pages 2166-
2167 of 12th November, 1970-
(1) (a) Was the replacement

value of "A" class reserve
No. 7403 included in cost-
ing for the Stirling
Bridge and its approaches;

(b) has a similar area been
acquired and developed as
a replacement?

(2) What financial arrangements
were made by the Govern-
meat Lo en~able the acquisition
and development of a replace-
ment area for Hamilton
Square, which is being occu-
pied by the Hamilton Inter-
change?

(3) (a) Is it proposed that the
freeway approaches to the
planned Burswood Bridge
will run through Haig
Park;

(b) if so, what arrangements
are proposed to replace
this recreation area?

(4) (a) Is it proposed that the
Mitchell Freeway will be
routed through open space
adjacent to Lake Monger,
between Vincent and
Hutton Streets:

(b) If so, is the value of this
land being included in
costing for development
of this part of the route?

(5) Is It proposed that the exten-
sion northward of Stephen-
son Avenue will be routed
through Bold Park and Wem-
bley Downs golf course?

(6) Is it proposed that the free-
way spine for the north-west

corridor beyond Whit! ords
will be routed through the
Neerabup National Park?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) (a) and (b) Reserve No. 7403

is now incorporated in
newly created lots as
shown on Lands and Sur-
veys diagram 80734.
Action is in train to
transfer to the Fremantle
City Council lots 385 and
388 as shown on that dia-
gram, together with lots
14 to 19 at the corner of
Hicks Street and Bruce
Street for the purposes of
foreshore parks and
recreation.

(2) The Perth City Council and
the Main Roads Department
agreed to the terms and con-
ditions under which the
council would surrender
lands held In fee simple or in
trust for road purposes. The
department as part of this
agreement paid the council
the stun of $600 000 to com-
pensate the council for the
loss of land and for the
relocation and replacement of
council facilities disturbed by
freeway construction such as
sporting and parking facili-
ties.

(2) (aL) Yes, The alignment of
the northern leg of the
city Inner ring highway
as shown in the metro-
politan region scheme.

(hi Various proposals have
been discussed with the
Perth City Council but
no agreement or finality
has been reached.

(4) (a) Yes. The alignment of
the Mitchell Freeway in
this area Is shown in the
metropolitan region
scheme.

(b) Land required for the
freeway has been, or Is
being, acquired on a con-
tinuing basis. The cost of
land acquisition is in-
cluded in particular pro-
ject programmes.

(5) Yes. The alignment of
Stephenson Avenue is shown
in the metropolitan region
scheme.

(6) The metropolitan region
scheme does not Include a
freeway route as far north as
Neerabup National Park, but
investigations for Its exten-
sion are In progress.
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22. KALGOORLIE TECHNICAL
SCHOOL
New Site

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Has a definite site been deter-

mined for erection thereon of a
new technical school at Kalgoor-
lie?

(2) If so, what is the site and when
is it expected a commencement
will be wade on the new con-
struction?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) It is anticipated that construction

will commence in mid-1978 on the
site opposite the existing school
and bounded by Wilson, Alford
and Lane Streets.

23. AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
Stern Report

Mr r. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Further to my question 3 of 10th

September, 1974, has the Govern-
ment determined to implement
any, and if so what recommenda-
tions of the Stern committee's re-
port on agricultural education?

(2) Has the committee completed its
work in the tertiary education
field and furnished a report?

(3) Is the committee still function-
tig?

(4) Would the Minister consider ask-
Ig the committee to report upon
how best technical education
facilities can be developed on a
wider scale than hitherto achieved
In country districts?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) The following developments have

taken place since the publication
of the Stem Committee report--
closer collaboration between the
Education and Agricultural De-
partments; appointment of a
senior education officer in agri-
cultural education; broadening of
the curriculum in agricultural
education; entry standard raised
to include 3rd year; opportunity
for study at Leaving certificate
level; no further residential
schools established.

(2) The investigation has not been
completed.

(3) Yes.
(4) This aspect is to be studied in the

committee's recommendations for
further education.

24, PRE-PRIMARY CENTRES
Criteria for Establishment

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Ministr rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:

Would he please list the criteria
that have been adopted in deter-
mining the locations of each of
the pre-primary centres through-
out the State in operation "and
planned for bringing into opera-
tion?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The Initial six pre-primary centres
were selected to illustrate a numn-
ber of important situations that
would arise when the programme
was more extensively phased in.
Hence, these pilot centres deliber-
ately represent metropolitan and
country, large and small school,
and new and converted building
situations. The overriding con-
sideration, however, has been to
provide pre-primary centres in
communities that have an obvious
need for this service.

25. HOUSING
Mfoore; Pensioner Flats

Mr CRANE, to the Minister for Hous-
ing:
(1) How many Pensioner flats does the

State Housing Commission own in
Moora?

(2) in what streets are they?
(3) What Is the weekly rent for pen-

sioners in these flats?2
(4) Has there been an increase in

weekly rent recently; if so, by how
much?

(5) Does the SHC allow non-pen-
sioners to occupy these flats to the
exclusion of pensioners who have
no home?

(6) (a) Is a deposit by pensioners re-
quired,

(b) if so, what is the amount?
(7) Are there any Pensioner fiats cur-

rently being built i Moona?
(8) Does the SHC intend to build

further Pensioner fiats In Moora,
in the 1975-78 financial year?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) Two units Qi.e. one bedroom

duplex) .
(2) Lots 280A and 280B McKeever

Street.
(3) The standard rent is $9.20-sub-

ject to any rebate to which the
occupant might be entitled on
application.

(4) There has been no recent increase
in rents. Rents were increased
from $7.40 to $8.40 on 7th October,
1974, and to $9.20 on 6th January.
1975.
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(5) No.
(6) (a) Yes.

(b) $19.
(7) No.
(8) No programme is contemplated

because the commission has only
one outstanding pensioner appli-
cation lodged on 16th April, 1975.

26. AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY
Shortage of Parts

Mr CRANE. to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) Is he aware that there is a critical

shortage of covering harrows and
certain machinery parts, incluiding
combine and scarifier points in
Western Australia at the moment?

(2) As farmers are about to plant a
possible record crop in Western
Australia, does the Government
fully understand the seriousness of
this shortage?

(3) Are any steps being taken to en-
courage the manufacture of these
machinery parts In Western Aus-
tralia as It appears supplies have
to be drawn from the Eastern
States?

(4) Does he agree that such manufac-
tures in Western Australia would
help this State and should be
viable in view of the extent of
broad acre farming here?

(5) Has there been any discussion
between the Minister for Agricul-
ture and the Minister for Indus-
trial Development in this regard?

(6) If not, 'will he initiate this action?
Mr MePHARLIN replied:
(1) and (2) Yes. There is a shortage

but it is not sufficiently serious to
cause large reductions in plant-
ings.

(3) and (4) It has been indicated that
it Is not profitable for more than
two suppliers to operate in Aus-
tralia.
Western Australia does not use
sufficient points to warrant a
works.

(b) and (6) I am Prepared to discuss
this matter with my colleague, the
Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment.

27. INFLATION
Government Actiom

Mr J. T. TONKCIN, to the Premier:
Adverting to his answer to part
(3) of my question 13 of 29th
April concerning Government
action on Inflation how can the
explanation which I sought be
contained in his reply to question
33 of 25th March when that reply

28.

appears to contradict the reply
he gave In answer to my question
23 of 18th March?

Sir CHARLES COURTI replied;
There is no contradiction in the
replies referred to by the member.
Both replies point out that the in-
crease obtained by comparing one
particular quarter with the cor-
responding quarter of the previous
year, does not necessarily repre-
sent the relative movement of the
index during the whole of the
year.

INFLATION
Rate: CPI1 Figures

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) As the Premier did not state in

his reply to part (4) of my ques-
tion 13 of 29th April whether he
would table the Treasury docu-
ments to which I referred and
which he has previously offered
to make available, will he now
table those documents?

(2) Is the Premier aware that the
publication to which he refer-
red in his reply to part (4) of my
question 13 was not available in
the Parliamentary Library?

(3) As the publication to which the
Premier refers in his answer to
part (4) of question 13, 29th
April shows that the percentage
change in the CPI fromn Decem-
ber 1973 to December 1974 for
Perth was 18 per cent and also
proved conclusively that Perth
had the highest inflation rate of
all capitals for the whole of 1974,
will the Premier explain to the
House why he stated, "As a re-
sult the Increase in Perth over the
whole of 1974 was 14 per cent
against 15 per cent or more in
every other capital city giving
us the lowest inflation rate of all
the States during the year"?

SIR CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) In my reply to question

13 of 29th April I referred the
member to the Australian Bureau
of Statistics publication as the
official source from which the in-
formation was obtained.
I regret that the publication was
not available in the Parliamentary
Library at the time and I have
obtained copies relating to the
December quarter 1974 and March
quarter 1975 which I will make
available to the member.
If he will Indicate to me later
whether he would like these copies
tabled before the end of the ses-
sion, or have them made available
to him for his Private use, I will
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comply with his request. It might
suit him better If I would make
them available for his private use.
In addition, I will provide him
with a copy of a brief Treasury
minute which distinguishes be-
tween quarter to quarter compari-
sons and the year by year increase
in the index.
Once again I mention that I could
either table a copy of this minute
or make it available to the Leader
of the Opposition for his private
use.

(3) I believe the Treasury minute will
clarify the paint raised in this
question.

INFLATION
Rate: CPZ Figures

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
Adverting to part (5) of my ques-
tion 13 of 29th April as the Prem-
ier believes that the figure of 19.5
per cent which is the percentage
changed in the CPI for March
1974 to March 1975 should not be
interpreted as the relative rate of
movement In the index during the
year ended March 1975 how
should the relative rate of move-
ment in the index during the year
ended March 1975 be interpreted?

Sir CHARLES COURT repiied:
The relative rate of movement in
the index during the year ended
March 1975 Is obtained by com-
paring the average level of the
Index for the year with the aver-
age for the previous year.
Again, I refer the member to the
Treasury minute on this point.

INFLATION
Rate: CPI Figures

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) Is the Premier aware that by aver-

aging the movement of the CPI
for each quarter of 1974, the fig-
ure obtained is 4.25%7 as the per-
centage change in the CPI over
1974?

(2) Does the Premier still believe that
the average movement of the CPI
for 1974 can be obtained by the
method which he suggests in
answer to part (4) of my question
13 of 29th April, namely, "simply
by averaging the movement shown
for each quarter"?

(3) is the Premier aware that by using
the method which he suggests In
answer to part (4) of my question
13 of 29th April, the average move-
ment of the CPI for 1974
nationally is only 3.85%1 and if
this method were correct Aus-
tralia would be leading the West-
ern world In containing inflation?

Sir
(1)

31.

32.

CHARLES COURT replied:
to (3) This question is based on
a misinterpretation of my answer
to part (4) of question 13 of 29th
April. In Its full context, my
answer referred to the averaging
of the movements for each quarter
of 1974 over the corresponding
quarter of the previous year. The
result so obtained is 14.0%.

INFLATION
Control: Liberal Policy Speech

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
As the Premier believes that the
Australian Government bears the
constitutional responsibility for
the overall economic management
of the nation, why did his policy
speech intimate that the ifl-
tion could be beaten to a sub-
stantial degree State by State
and it is not so that the State
Government can do nothing to
offset the damage of Federal mis-
management of the economy?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
As the Prime Minister has ack-
nowledged, the States have an im-
portant role to play in the fight
against inflation and co-ordinated
action by the States would be an
important ingredient of a national
anti-inflation policy.
My statement was based on the
not unreasonable assumption that
the Whitlam Glovernment would
be equally anxious to control in-
flation and would implement posi-
tive Policies to that end. Given a
firm lead by the Federal Govern-
ment the States could take effect-
ive action within their areas of
responsibility.
However, we are still to see any
comprehensive anti -inflationary
policy from the Whitlamn Govern-
ment which will give the States
an opportunity to play their part
in national economic management.

INFLATION
Land Commission: Co-operation

with Commonwealth

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) Is he aware the price of average

residential lots In the metropoli-
tan area rose 12 per cent within
the three months from June
1974 to September 1974?

(2) If his Government stands ready
to co-operate with the Common-
wealth In a concerted attack on
the Inflation problem why has it
procrastinated, since coming to
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office, on setting up a land com-
mission to stabilise the price of
land especially as the Premier's
policy speech described the stop-
page of land price Inflation as an
urgent task?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) No. The infornation is con-

trary to my understanding, but
I should be happy to re-examine
the position if the member could
provide me with details.

(2) There has been no procrastination
and, in any case, a land commils-
sion is not the best way to
stabilise land prices.
The propositions put forward by
the Commonwealth envisaged

uniformity in arrangements with
the States. Our Government has
negotiated for conditions more
appropriate to this State's re-
quiremnents, as indeed have most
of the States in respect of their
own State situations.
As I have recently announced,
substantial agreement has been
reached, and Cabinet has taken
action to put into effect the ar-
rangement made between the
State and the Commonwealth.
Notwithstanding, the setting up of
a land council in itself will not
ensure that the price of land
will not rise as development and
other costs Increase.
Two recent Press releases which
provide up-to-date information.
are tabled for the information of
the Leader of the Opposition and
other members.

The Press releases were tabled (see
paper No. 206).

APPRENTICES

Carnarvon and Exmouth

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) How many apprentices are cur-

rently employed at-
(a) Carnarvon;
(b) Exmouth?

(2) In what fields are these appren-
tices engaged and how many in
each?

(3) Are there further openings at
present for apprenticeships in
either of these centres?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) As at March 1975 the following

apprentices were registered-
(a) Carnarvon-48;
(b) Exmouth-3.

(2) Carnarvon:
3 Ladies hairdressing
3 Fitting
1 Cooking
4 Baking
6 Carpentry and joinery
2 Plumbing
1 General butchering
2 Electrical fitting
3 Electrical installing

16 Motor mechanics
1 Plastering
2 Painting (building)
2 Painting (vehicle)
1 Boilermaking and 1st

welding
1 Plant mechanic

Class

Exmouth:
1 Ladies hairdressing
1 Refrigeration mechanic
1 Baking
1 Pastrycook
1 Fitting and turning
2 Electrical fitting
1 Motor mechanic.

(3) As the member will appreciate
the opportunities for apprentice-
ships at Carnarvon and Exmouth
are understandably restricted be-
cause of the lack of secondary
Industries within the areas.
However, apprenticeship officers
from the Department of Labour
and Industry do visit centres in
the north-west each year at
which time they do visit and con-
sult with all existing and poten-
tial employers of apprentices in
an effort to promote apprentice-
ship employment and training.
It is anticipated that an appren-
ticeship officer will be at Exmouth
and Carnarvon within the next
four months and every effort will
again be made to promote and
encourage the employment of ap-
prentices by both private employ-
ers and Government departments.

34. TRONADO MACHINE
Symposium: NHMRC Report

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Was Professor Barter represent-

ing the Public Health Department
of this State at the recent sym-
posium In Washington?

(2) Did the Government pay the
whole or any part of Professor
Barter's expenses, and if so, what
was the amount?

(3) For what purpose did Professor
Barter attend the symposium?2

(4) Was the Minister aware that It
was the intention of Professor
Barter to present to the chairman
of the symposium a copy of the
report of the NHMRC on the
Tronado machine?
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Mr RED
(1) No.
(2) Yes

)GE replied:

-$1 725.
(3) It was considered important that

Professor Barter as Chairman of
the Cancer Council should be en-
abled to attend the Washington
symposium in order to be present
at the meetings, to learn first
hand of world developments In
this area and to be able to hold
discussions with the many doctors
and scientists involved.

(4) No. The National Health and
Medical Research Council docu-
ment is a public document and an
authoritative statement by highly
qualified specialists. Professor
Barter would be at liberty to pre-
sent a copy to the chairman of the
Symposium.

35. ELECTION PROMISES
Pensioners in the North-West: Free

Transport
Mr B, T. BURKE, to the Premier:
(1) Did he at any time instruct, in'--

ply, infer or indicate in any Way
to the Department of the North
West that the Government's pre-
election Promise of one free trip
for pensioners In the north-west
could or should be financed at a
cost of $100 000?

(2) It "Yes" how and on what num-
ber of occasions was such an in-
struction, implication. inference
or Indication given?

(3) Is it the Government's intention
to allow only non-Aboriginal pen-
sioners to receive the benefit?

(4) Has any estimate been made of
the probable cost of the pre-elec-
tion promise?

(5) If not, why not?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) The significance of the

members question is not under-
stood.
The north-west policy supplement
of the Liberal policy for the 30th
March, 1974 State General Elec-
tion reads-

"Pensioner travel. We will grant
eligible pensioners one free re-
turn trip from the north to the
metropolitan area by appropri-
ate means of transport once a
rear..,

This is part of our undertaking to
have all fringe benefits, including
travel concessions for pensioners.
studied by a competent commit-
tee. This is being done.
I have no doubt that various de-
partmental and other estimates
have been made from time to time

of the cost, using various forms of
transport under varying condi-
tions.
if the member has any informa-
tion which gives the figure of
$100 000 any special significance,
it would assist in answering his
question if he made this informa-
tion available.

(3) No. but it could be that special
benefits given to Aboriginal pen-
sioners from other sources could
render any State Government
proposal redundant in their par-
ticular case.

(4) and (5) This matter is one of
several currently being examined
by the committee of inquiry into
pensioner concessions and bene-
fits which, I would expect, will
provide estimates of the cost of
this and other proposals under
examination.
See also the answer to (1) and
(2).

36. POLICE
Assault:* CmPlaint by W,' Gleason

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister
for Police:
(1) Has a person named W. Gleeson

lodged any complaint with Whe
Police Department alleging he
was assaulted in the toilet of a
major city hotel during Feb-
ruary?

(2) If "Yes" will he provide full de-
tails of the circumstances suir-
rounding the complaint?

(3) What action was taken by Whe
Police Department?

(4) If none, why?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) It Is not the policy of the Police

Department to supply details of
an allegation as in this instance
without the approval of the com-
plainant. I have been advised
that Mr Gleeson intends to take
civil action for the assault.

(3) The matter was fully Investigated
by the Police Department and Mr
Gleeson has had an interview with
the Australian Police Force to
obtain the name of the person who
allegedly assaulted him.

(4) Answered by (3).

37?. PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO
ANIMALS

W. H. O'Brien: Prosecution
Mr MOILER. to the Minister for
Police:

In reference to question 51 Tues-
day, 8th April and the Minister's
reply in connection with the de-
lay in prosecution of W. H.
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O'Brien under the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act-
(a) as the principal witness is

now available and anxious to
give evidence in the matter
will he take steps to see that
the case Is brought forward
for action;

(b) if "Yes" to (a) will hie indi-
cate approximate date;

(a) if "No" to (a) why not?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(a) No. This matter was the sub-
ject of a prosecution by the
RSPCA and it was adjourned
sinhe die on 6th July, 1974. 1
have been advised that the
RSPCA does not intend to
proceed with the charge.

(b) and (e) Answered by (a).

38. LAPORTE TITANIUM
Industrial Effluent

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Works:,
(1) What type of temporary 50 mm

pipeline is it proposed to lay for
the 3.7 miles offshore near Bun-
bury for the purpose of disposal
of effluent from Laporte titanium
works?

(2) How will this temporary line be
anchored?

(3) What assurance can be given
that this line will not fracture
allowing the pollution of the
coastline?

(4) What is the estimated cost of
this line?

(5) What has been the cost to the
Government in each of the last
five years in disposal of this efflu-
ent in the sand dunes?

(6) How long has the obligation ox
the Government to dispose of this
effluent yet to run?

(7) (a) Has any approach been made
to the company to assist In
the cost of the new proposed
disposal scheme;

(b) if not, why not?
(8) What other alternate methods of

disposal are under consideration?
(9) What is the estimated cost of

these alternate methods of dis-
posal?

(10) What direction is the normal drift
of the ocean expected to be at the
outfall of the effluent pipe?

(11) Palling other means of disposal
how long will the Government
be able to use the sand dunes be-
fore they become saturated?

Mr OINEIh replied:
(1) Polyethylene piping for approxi-

mately 3 nautical miles.
(2) The line will be "weighted" at

close intervals throughout its
length.

(3) The design of the line is intended
to minimise the possibility of
fracture. If there is failure the
regular monitoring observations
will enable discharge to be stopped
at short notice.

(4) $35000.
(5) 1970-71-$46 000

1971-72-$104 000
1972-73-$93 000
1973-74-$142 000
1974-75 to date-$lOS 000.

(0) 36 years.
(7) (a) Yes.

(b) Not applicable.
(8) Various chemical treatments and

barging to sea.
(9) The alternative disposal methods

involve capital costs exceeding $2
million with annual operating
costs in the range of $0.5 million
to $1 million,

(10) Generally parallel to the coast in
a northerly direction.

(11) The period Is not predictable be-
cause of variations in sub strata
formations and lime content.
However, It is clear that the
period is limited and for this rea-
son the alternative disposal
methods are being researched.

39. HOUSING
Repairs and Renovations by "The Blue

Army"
Mr JAMIESON. to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Is the State Housing Commission

using the services of an organisa-
tion known as "The Blue Army"
to do repairs and renovations?

(2) If so, under what terms and con-
ditions are they employed?

(3) Is supervision of such work
undertaken by the commission
officers?

Mr ONEIL replied:
(1) to (3) The commission has not

knowingly or directly used the
services of an organisation known
as "The Blue Army".

40. MILK
Quotas

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
for Agriculture:

On what dates did he receive
recommendations from the Dairy
Industry Authority regarding the
negotiability of market milk
quotas?
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Mr McPHIARLIN replied:
Correspondence dated as follows
was received from the Dairy In-
dustry Authority-

5th June, 1974.
30th September, 1974.
19th March, 1975.
19th April, 1975.

41. MIDLAND JUNCTION
ABATTOIR

Fees: 230 kg Cattle
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

What are the total fees and
charges which the Midland Junc-
tion Abattoir levies on the
slaughter and handling of a 230
kg beast at this present time?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
The Midland Junction Abattoir
Board has advised that there are
separate fees payable for the
slaughtering and handling of local
and export cattle for a 230 kg
beast.
(a) Slaughtering fee for local

cattle: $20.13 per head.
This is composed of-
Slaughtering fees ... $18.32
PHD inspection fee ... $ 1.25
ADA levy ... .... 0.56

Total .. ... ... $20.13

(b) Slaughtering fee for export
cattle: $17.48 per head.
This is composed of:-
Slaughtering fees ... $16.92
PHD inspection fee ...-
ADA levy .. ...0.56

Total ... .. .. $17.48

42. ROCKINGHAM BEACH SCHOOL
Upgrading and Resource Centre

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) In relation to the money allocated

by the Australian Government for
the purpose of Upgrading Rock-
Ingham Beach Primary School
and supplying a new resource
centre, would the Minister please
advise if tenders have been called?

(2) (a) How many tenders were re-
ceived;

(b) what were they?
(3) When can It be expected that

work will begin on the upgrading
of the school and what work Is
expected to be done?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) NO.
(2) (a) and (hi Answered by (1).

43.

(3) On the completion of documenta-
tion, the estimated cost of the pro-
posed works was considerably in
excess of the funds allocated for
the project. Documentation is to
be re-done and it is not expected
that work will commence before
third term this year. A resource
centre, modifications to the ad-
ministration, staff and storage
areas, classroom carpeting and
Improved heating are proposed.

HEALTH
Fish: Mercury Content

Mr A. R, TONKIN. to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Under which Statute is the Min-

ister authorised to alter the per-
missible level of mercury in fish?

(2) is the Government acting to alter
the permissible level?

(3) What action is the Government
pursuing so as to end the uncer-
tainty in the fishing industry and
the dissatisfaction with the level
of 0.5 ppm?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) The Food and Drug regulations

under the Health Act, 1911-73.
(2) No.
(3) The Government has received no

submission from the fishing In-
dustry regarding its uncertainty
or dissatisfaction with the level of
0.5 parts per million.

44. OERALDTON MEDICAL CENTRE
Establishment

Mr CARE, to the Minister represent-
Ing the Minister for Health:
(1) With reference to the Geraldton

medical centre, what stage of
planning has been reached with
regard to-
(a) the services to use the centre;
(b) design of the centre?

(2) What is the present cost estimate
to establish the centre?

(3) In view of the escalated cost esti-
mate-
(a) is the Australian Government

still prepared to contribute
75% of the cost of establish-
ment:

(b) are the local town and shire
councils Still prepared to con-
tribute up to approximately
$150 000;

(c) will the State Government
meet the balance outstand-
Ing?

(4) When Is it proposed that tenders
will be called for construction of
the centre?

(5) When is it projected that the
centre will be In operation?
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Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) (a) Final stage.

(b) Final stage.
(2) $1220 000.
(3) (a) Hospitals and Health Services

Commission has been request-
ed to allocate 75%w of the
estimated $800 000 that will
be expended on capital works
for this project during 1975-
76. A decision Is pending.

(b) Yes.
(c) This item will be Included in

the loan programme estimates
for 1975-76.

(4) Mid-July, 1975.
(5) It is estimated that the health

centre will be built by November,
1976. Some services may be intro-
duced earlier using temporary
premises,

45. TEACHERS
Bonds: Prosecutions for Nonrevaznnent

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
Ing the Minister for Education:
(1) Have any persons been prosecuted

by the Education Department for
non-repayment of bonds?

(2) If "Y~es" will the Minister indicate
how many prosecutions have been
conducted for each year from
1970?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Neither the Education Department

nor the Crown Law Department
maintains a record of cases of
bond recovery actions that have
involved court proceedings. The
information required could only
be ascertained by examination of
the many personal files that have
been referred for legal recovery
action.

(2) Answered by (1).

46. TEACHERS
Recruitment from USA

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
(1) Is it correct that the Education

Department has made arrange-
ments for a group of V.8.-trained
teachers to be brought to Western
Australia in the near future?

(2) if "Yes" when is It planned that
they will arrive, and how many
are involved?

(3) Does the Education Department
propose to bring any more over-
seas-trained teachers to Western
Australia after this group?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), will the Minister
please provide details?

47.

48.

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) May, 1975. 82.
(3) and (4) It will be necessary to

review the matter in the light of
the recently announced policy of
the Commonwealth Government
on teacher visas.

NAVAL BASE SCHOOL
Teachers and Enrotments

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) How many-

(a) teachers;
(b) students,
attended the Naval Base school
during each of the past five years?

(2) Are any of the classrooms pres-
ently empty?

(3) If "Yes" will the Minister give
consideration to building teaching
staff to its former levels?

Mr GRAYDEN replied;
(1) (a) 1970-3; 1971-3; 1972-3;

1973-3; 1974-3; 1975-3.
(b) 1970-113; 1971-90; 1972-

72; 1973-70; 1974--58; 1975
-58.

(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.

HOUSING
Coolbellup: Mildew in Flats

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) With respect to apartment blocks

constructed In Coolbellup, how
many-
(a) apartments;
(b) blocks,
have been the subject of com-
plaint because of alleged internal
dampness and/or mildew?

(2) Is this problem a result of faulty
Planning or faulty construction?

(3) If the latter, has any claim been
made against the builders?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) (a) Numbers are not kept, but

there have been complaints
from end round floor apart-
mernts In different blocks
where dampness and/or mil-
dew has existed.

(b) There are no recorded com-
plaints from blocks as a
whole.

(2) and (3) Planning is not at fault
and where there is evidence of
faulty construction appropriate
action is taken against the builder,
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49. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
AND METROPOLITAN WATER BOARD

Employees: Absences

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Works:.
(1) How many-

(a) white collar workers; and
(b) blue collar workers,
employed by the Public Works
Department (metropolitan area
only) and the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
Board, were absent from work on
Monday, 7th April,
Monday, 14th April,
Monday. 21st Apr11,
Monday, 28th April,
and
Friday, 4th April,
Friday, 11th April,
Friday. 18th April,
for any reason except annual
leave, long service leave or work-
ers' compensation?

(2) What was the total number of-
(a) white collar workers; and
(b) blue collar workers,
employed by the respective de-
partments on those days?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1)-

(a) Mb
WhIte collar Blue COlla

Public Works Department workers worker.
Monday, 7th April 83 79
Monday, 14th Apri1 lB 81
Monday. 21st April .... 27 76
Monday, 28th April 21 58
Friday, 4th April .42 48
Friday, 11th April 38 as
Friday, 18th April 20 63

(a) (b)
White collar Blue collar

Metropolitan Water Board workers workers
Monday, 7th April 20 78
Monday. 14th Api ... 80 go
Monday, 2ist April so so
Monday, 28th April 21 107
Priday, 4th April 21 43
Friday, 11th Apil 24 48
Friday, 18th April 27 57

(2)-
Public Works Department
Monday, 7th April
Monday, 14th April
Monday, 218t April
Monday, 28th April
Friday, 4th April
Friday, 11th Apri1
Friday, 18th April

1 393
1 305
1 304
1 307
1 302
1 23
1 304

Metropolitan Water Board
Monday, 7th April.........1
Monday, 14th April 910
Monday. 2tst April goo
Monday. 28th April ... 910
friday, 4th April........909
Friday, 11th April goo90
Friday, 18th April . 90

1 987
2 WS8
2 001
1I99e
1 99
tO00S
2 005

2 gON
2 961
3 001
3 000
20939
2961
soot1

50. RURAL RECONSTRUCTION
SCHEME

Applications for Assistance
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How many applications for rural

reconstruction assistance were re-
ceived in each of the following
years--
1971, 1972, 1973, 1914 and 1975?

(2) Of these applications how many
were for-
(a) debt reconstruction;
(b) farm build-up,
in each of these years?

(3) How many of these applications
were successful In each of the
categories In each of these years?

(4) How much finance was involved in
each of these categories in the
five years referred to?

(5) What finance has been made
available by the Commonwealth
Government in each of the years
between 1971 and 1975?

(6) What is the amount of finance
which the Rural Reconstruction
Authority has for its operation in
1975?

(7) What is the estimate of the
authority's requirement in 1975?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
The Rural Reconstruction Authority
has provided the following informa-
tion-
(1) and (2)-

1071-72
Farm build-up ... 221
Debt Reconstrue- 1,172

tion
(3) and (4) -

Farm Build-uop:
Applications

Approved:... 87
$2-67m.

Debt reconstruction:
Applications

Approved:...379
80 -87m.

1072-73 1973-74 1074-7b
153 105 188
119 32 244

g8 84 82
83*28m. 343m. *2'22M

75 27 6S
82-57m. $1110M. 81-59M.

815-00M. 417-49m. $4.8m.
over 1971-3

(6) Loan Funds available for 1975-
76 = $5.1 million.

(7) $6.5 milion.

51. DAYLIGHT SAVING
Results of Referendum

Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:

Will the Minister table final re-
sults, by electorate, of the daylight
saving referendum?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
I request that the answer be
tabled.

The answer was tabled (see paper No.
207).
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52. ROADS
Comjpensation to Mr and Mrs

Simonettt
Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Transport:.
(1) Have offcers of his department

inspected Mr and Mrs Sirnonetti's
property at Boyanup to ascertain
disability caused by road works?

(2) Does his department accept. any
liability in this case, and will hie
provide details?

(3) If "Yes" to (2) what compensa-
tion will be offered to Mr and Mrs
Sinionetti?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes,
(2) and (3) The road works are the

prime responsibility of the shire
council. However, the Main
Roads Department has arced to
support the council In any action
for damages. The matter is be-
ing investigated by the Parlia-
mentary Commissioner.

53. POULTRY FARMING
Processors and Broilecr Growers

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What was the average price per

lb. paid by consumers for chicken
meat in each of the past ten
years?

(2) How many chicken meat pro-
cessors operate In Western Aus-
tralia at the present time?

(3) How many broiler growers oper-
ate in Western Australia at the
present time?

(4) Which are the five largest broiler
growers in Western Australia and
how many broilers does each raise
annually?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
(1) The available average prices per

pound for chicken meat paid by
consumers over the past 10 years:

c/lb
1903-64 ... .... 53
1964-65 ... .. .. 50
1965-66 ... .. 0... s
1906-67 .. ... ... 50
1967-68 ... .. .. 45
1968-69 ... .. .. 45
1989-70 ... .. .. 41
1970-71 .... ... ... 4%,
1971-72 ... .. .. 48
1972-73 .... .. 51

(2) There are five major chicken
meat processors. In addition
there are at least five smaller
operators.

(3) Approximately 50.
(4) This Information Is confidential

and is not known to ray depart-
ment.

54,

55.

FISHERIES
Ministerial Visit to Abrolkos Islands
Mr CARR, to the Minister for Fisher-
ies and Wildlife:
(1) Further to my discussion with

him some time ago, to my phone
call to his office on 2nd May, and
to my letter to him on 5th May.
does he confirm that he is unable
to provide room in his chartered
plane for me to accompany him
during his visit to the Abrolbos
Islands?

(2) Will he confirm the accuracy of
an ABC regional news item from
SON on the morning of 6th May
Indicating that he would be tak-
ing his wife and daughter with
him to the Abrolbos?

(3) If the answers to (1) and (2) are
in the affirmative, how does the
Minister Justify taking his family
to the exclusion of the opportunity
to examine and discuss problems
associated with the industry In
company with the local member?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.
(3) We will be travelling to the Abrol-

has Islands on a charter Plane, the
cost of which will be wet by my-
self. 1f the member for Gerald-
ton also makes arrangements to
travel to the Abroihos I wili be
pleased to see him there.

BEEF
Commonwealth Aid Sflzemne

Mr BL-AIIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Following decision of Common-

wealth Government to provide
$20 million across Australia at
1Il % interest as emergency assist-
ance specifically for those beef
producers whose income is derived
from not less than 85% beef pro-
duction will he advise the
monthly-
(a) number of applicants;
(b) number of applicants accepted

as eligible as conditional by
Commonwealth Government;,

(c) amount of moneys sought;
(d) amount of moneys approved

as in (b) ?
(2) Were conditions of loans and

eligibility regarded as inhibiting
factors, and If so, would he give
detail of any representation made
to Commonwealth Government for
easement?

Mr McPHARLIN replied;
(1) (a) to (d) The information re-

quested Is not available to my
department.
I understand that the Com-
monwealth Development Bank
does keep these statistics.
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(2) Yes. Strong representations were
made by myself to the Common-
wealth Minister for Agriculture at
Australian Agricultural Council in
Sydney in February regarding the
high interest rate and the propor-
tion of beef income required for
eligibility.

56. RUAL RECONSTRUCTIlON
AUTHORITY

Applications for Assistance
Mr BLAIKIE , to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How many applications for-

(a) debt reconstruction:
(b) property building,
in each month have been received
by the Rural Reconstruction
Authority and the total amount
of assistance sought each month
since 30th June, 1974?

(2) During that period what has been
the amount approved each month,
the amount involved in each cate-
gory and the percentage ratio of
first application successful appli-
cants?

Mr McPHARLTN replied:
(1) and (2) The Rural Reconstruc-

tion Authority has provided the
following information-
(a) Debt reconstruction-244.
(b) Property bulld-up-186.
The authority advises that stat-
istics indicating amounts sought
categorised for farm build-up and
debt reconstruction are not avail-
able. The percentage ratio of
first application successful appli-
cants is not calculated by the
authority.
The following Information has
been provided-

July .. Debt reconstruction ..
Farm build-up
Amount sought (S$m)

August ,..Debt reconstruction ..
Farm buld-up
Amount sought (Smn)

September Debt recon~tmctinn_
Farm build-u pAmount sought (sm)

October .... Debt reconstruction ...
Farm build-up ..
Amount sought ($m)

November DebtA reconstruction-
Farm buld-up
Amount sought (Sin)

December Debt reconstruction
ares bufid-uie

Amount sought (3m)

Applica- Amount
tions approved

0
2 92033
4 162 700
0 72

2-23

103 804
197 900

3 04 250
15000

0-74

4
9
1-08

4
4
1 20

7
4
1-17

January Debt recoanuti.. _. 11
Farm buld-tip .... 7
Amount sought (Sm) 1-60

Februatry Debt reconstruction . 9
Farm build-tup ,..9

Amount sought (8m) 1-44

105 282
301 050

83 514
149 145

111 458
131 460

154 457
405 500

278 720
299 500

March .,.Debt reconstruction...
Farm build-up ..
Amount sought (Su)

April Debt reconstruction ..

57.

7
2
1-50

13
Farm build-up .. 17
Amount sought (11m) 1-70

178 500
44 O00

423 653
531 175

POLICE
Aboriginal Girl: Allegation of

Beating
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Community
Welfare:
(1) Referring to question 12 of 29th

April, 1975 regarding the strapping
of an Aboriginal girl, as the
answers given indicate the three
newspapers preserved the identity
of the child concerned, why was
this anonymity destroyed by the
Minister for Police naming the
parties concerned in a statement
to the Legislative Assembly?

(2) What action is proposed to pre-
vent a similar occurrence?

(3) In view of the above does he still
propose to draw the attention of
the editors of The West Austra-
lian and the Kalgoorlie Miner to
the matter?

Mr
(1)

RIDGE replied:
The Minister did not act outside
the bounds of his privilege in
naming the Parties concerned.

(2) No action which would restrict
the existing rights of members to
disclose information in Parlia-
ment Is proposed.

(3) The provisions of the Child Wel-
fare Act applying to disclosure
of information about convictions
and committal to care have been
drawn to the attention of the
editors of the two newspapers.

QUESTIONS (4): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. POLICE

Strength of Force: Discussions

Mr CLARKO, to the Premier:
(1) Has he had discussions with the

Police Union and others concern-
Ing the strength of the Western
Australian Police Force?

(2) If so. will he advise the result of
those discussions?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) 1 have had discussions

with the Pollee Union in conjunc-
tion with the Minister for Police.
The discussions took place, from
memory, on the 17th April when
I undertook to study the matter
with the Treasury and the Min-
ister. This has been done, and
while I am not in a Position to
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advise the Police Union of the
final result-that will be conveyed
to it next week I hope-I can
indicate that I have given instruc-
tions to the Minister for Police
that he can Proceed forthwith
with the recruiting of an addit-
ional school. In other words, we
can get a school moving straight-
away without any delay; but the
final decision on the total recruit-
ment which is to be undertaken
In the Immediate future and in
the 1975-78 financial year should
be made within the next week.

2. ELECTRICITY AND GAS
Charges: Deferment of Increases

Mr MAY. to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:

I apologise for not giving prior
notice of the question. In con-
nection with the Acts Amend-
ment (State Energy Commission)
Bill, and having regard for the
fact that he has indicated there
will be a completely redrafted
State Electricity Commission Act
in about 12 months, will he give
an assurance to the House that
there will be no further increases
in electricity and gas charges until
such time as an in-depth review
of the existing State Electricity
Commission Act has been made?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
If the honourable member peruses
the Hansard report of the debate
on the Acts Amendment (State
Energy Commission) Bill he will
realise that I Pre-empted his
question and said to the House
that no-one can expect miracles
no matter what kind of reorgan-
isation is undertaken. With to-
day's Inflationary trends It Is im-
possible to give an assurance that
there will be no increases In the
next 12 months. If the honour-
able member can suggest any
means by which this could be
done they will be very welcome.

3. POLICE
Assault: Complaint by W. Gleeson
Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Police:

Can he Please tell the House
whether Mr W. Gleeson, referred
to in my question 36 on today's
notice paper, in fact claimed he
was assaulted by a member of the
Commonwealth Police?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
As the honourable member did
not give any notice of his ques-
tion I suggest he put it on the
notice paper.

4. STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE

Royal Commission Report

Mr HARMAN, to the Premier:
Is he now in a position to advise
me and the House whether he can
table the report of the Royal Com-
mission into the franchise of the
S010?

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Hear, hear!
Mr Bryce: A secret file has gone mis-

sing!
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

No.

BILLS (3): RETURNED
1. Salaries and Allowances Tribunal

Bill.'
Bill returned from the Council with

amendments.
2. Fruit-growing Reconstruction Scheme

Act Amendment Bill.
3. Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-

age, and Drainage Act Amendment
Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

CONSERVATION THROUGH
RESERVES COMMITTEE

Report: Grievance
MRt BLAIKIE (Vasse) 15.15 P.m.]: I

wish to direct the attention of the Gov-
ermnent to a report released in January
of this year. I refer to the report of the
Conservation Through Reserves Commit-
tee.

I am concerned about the report, and I
hope the Government will show interest
and share my concern. May I say at the
outset the report was commissioned by the
Environmental Protection Authority, and it
took some three Years to compile. It is
most comprehensive and is highly techni-
cal. Those who compiled the report worked
under charter from the Environmental
Protection Authority and were engaged in
evaluating and reviewing the requirements
for national parks and nature reserves
throughout Western Australia.

The Director of Environmental Protec-
tion (Dr Brian O'Brien) indicated-quite
appropriately-that the report was a very
significant milestone in the history of en-
vironment, care, and management. Basic-
ally, the report divided the State into 12
systems, and each system was investigated.
In covering those systems, the many
recommendations comprise a very compre-
hensive document, which I have In my
hand.

My main concern is that the report does
not acknowledge the need for the future
progress of the State, nor does it consider
the need for planned development of our
resources, and a balanced and sensible
approach to environment conservation,
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management, and control. Of course, this
Is understandable because the terms of
reference to the commnittee which com-
piled the report restricted investigations
to those areas in which it was able to
operate.

The release of the report was strongly
criticised and I am also strongly critical
because It took me some three or four
weeks to obtain a copy of the report. I
mention this matter because it is most
Important.

It was initially proposed that the recom-
mendations for and against the report were
to be finalised by the 28th February. How-
ever, how can one consider a report when
one cannot obtain a copy of it? The date
was subsequently extended to the 20th
March, but even then many people were
not able to see the report in order to
evaluate the recommendations. As a
matter of fact, it was only through the
efforts of the Premier that the date for
the recommendations was extended to the
30th June. I make the point to the Prem-
ier that I do not believe the date for con-
sideration of the report should be inflexible,
and further time should be made available
if It Is considered necessary so that people
will be able to make a balanced and rea-
soned assessment of the recommendations
contained in the report. It is essential that
people should have reasonable time during
which to make a judgment of any value.
Once a, time limit Is placed on a. matter It
does have some bearing on the emotions of
those involved.

I also strongly criticise an important
section in the report which has not been
released to the public and I refer to
system 6 which involves land from Capel
in the south to Moore River in the north-
and that includes the metropolitan area.

When one has to consider a report which
Involves the national parks of Western
Australia It is most important that the
public should be involved and I suggest a
number of people would want to be In-
volved. This vital segment concerning an
area in which some 800 000 people are
residing has not been released and I
strongly urge the Government and the
EPA, to do all that is necessary to ensure
that the report is released as soon as
possible.

Members will be well aware of the impli-
cations involved and, no doubt, the mem-
ber for Warren-as a former Minister for
Forests--will be most concerned with the
reference in the report to the woodohipping
industry. if the recommendations are
followed they will seriously affect the
viability of that Industry.

The report also refers to agriculture, and
this concerns me very much Indeed. A
recommendation Proposes statutory land
management authorities under which pro-
perty owners will retain their land but
come under a management system regard-
ing the future use of the land.

Recommendations such as this have to
be fully understood and considered so that
people are able to make a valued judg-
ment. The report also recommends selec-
ted freehold acquisition of land. I. for
one, would like to know the location of the
selected areas of land, and under what
terms they can be acquired. Many people
In my electorate are most anxious to know
what areas of land will be aff ected.

I make the point that the consideration
we give to the report now, and the final
decision reached, will be with us for a long
time; basically, for ever. There are many
people who have not suffciently understood
the full implications involved in the report.

Mr A. RL. Tonkin: Do you basically agree
with the report?)

Mr BLAIE: The shires in my elector-
ate have already held some preliminary
meetings and individual landowners and
others are also submitting proposals re-
lating to the report.

The SPEAKER: The member has three
minutes.

Mr BLAMCE: The Forests Department
has carried out a very careful investigation
and analysis of the proposals regarding the
woodchipping industry. This is an import-
ant point which I wish to refer to the
Premier and the Government. I believe the
Government has a responsibility to investi-
gate the recommendations of the report,
through the various departments which
will be involved in the future progress and
development of this State. It is necessary
that those departments make a valued
Judgment and an assessment of the prac-
ticability of the recommendations in the
report and the implications of those recom-
mendations. The Treasury Department
will want to know the costs of the pro-
posals.

The Department of Development and
Decentralisation will want to ensure that
the recommendations of the report do not
inhibit future progress of the State, as will
the Department of Tourism.

On the south coast, east of Augusta,
a large tract of land has been earmarked
for a future national park. I would like
to know the attitude of the Department of
Agriculture to that proposal, as to whether
it ought to be retained for future agricul-
tural development. I believe the Govern-
ment must act to ensure that the various
departments make some long-term assess-
ment of the future needs of our land.

I make an urgent plea to the Premier
to give serious consideration to the Points
I have mentioned. I believe they are valid
and they are of concern.

Many people regarded the discovery of
Australia by James Cook as a tragedy
for Australia because he brought with him
development. I do not agree with that
point of view, and I do not agree with
wholesale unfettered development which
would adversely affect thle environment we
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now have. We can have sensible and bal-
anced planning. I ask the Government to
examine the report closely.

MR STEPHENS (Stirling-Minister for
Conservation and Environment) [5.24
p.]:1. I thank the member for Vasse for
his comments regarding the report of the
Conservation Through Reserves Commit-
tee, and I note his interest in this matter.
I encourage him to continue to discuss the
report at every opportunity.

I point out that the Conservation
Through Reserves Committee was set up
by the Environmental Protection Author-
ity-as it was empowered to do--and the
report of that committee has been pre-
sented to the public by the EPA. The re-
port has been presented for public infor-
mation, and for public involvement, and it
is hoped there will be a. feedback to the
Environmental Protection Authority from
those who consider the report. The con-
tents of the report will be crystallised be-
fore they are forwarded to the Govern-
ment for consideration.

The member for Vasse commented on
the time factor involved and I will ack-
nowledge that the first date of the 28th
February, and even the second date of the
20th March, allowed for too short a period
during which to consider the report. Be-
cause of the delay involved In printing
the report the time has been extended to
the 30th June. Consideration will be given
to a further extension if, for a variety of
reasons, It should be considered necessary.
Personally, I believe one could go on ex-
tending the time but still find that some
people would not be satisfied.

I also point out that a display was de-
signed and shown in various centres of the
State. Copies of the report were also
made available in certain areas. I acknow-
ledge that an insufficient number of re-
ports were available, initially, but once
again our realistic approach to the public
was a new feature and we did not anti-
cipate adequately the demand for the re-
port. Additional copies had to be printed.

The member for Vasse also mentioned
the involvement of Government depart-
ments and I would like to assure him-
and I have received an assurance from
the Premier in regard to this matter-the
report will definitely be brought to the at-
tention of the various departments in-
volved, an involvement mentioned by the
honourable member. In fact, with regard
to the woodchlpping industry, there has
already been consultation between the De-
partment of Environmental Protection and
the Forests Department. What the mem-
ber for Vasse has requested has taken
place in one particular area. No doubt.
similar discussions will take place in the
other areas.

I thank him again for his interest and
I reiterate that this is the first time the
public has been involved during the initial
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stages of a report. The public must have
every opportunity to consider the report
and express an opinion before it goes to
the EPA for final consideration, and re-
commendation to the Government.

SEWERAGE CONNECTION
Costs: Grievance

MR BRYCE (Ascot) [5.28 pjn.J: I have
a grievance relating to the outrageous ad-
ditional charges and costs associated with
the connection of sewerage in my elec-
torate. I have no doubt other members
representing metropolitan electorates face
the same problem.

Where these additional costs have in-
creased because of poor supervision or poor
planning, or because of other circum-
stances, I am not certain. The evidence
which has been presented to me in my
electorate office, from both plumbing con-
tractors. and constituents, indicates that
the increased costs are the result Of either
poor planning or poor Supervision in the
sewering of the metropolitan area.

The people are required to pay addi-
tional charges which they should not have
to pay. In many cases the charges run
into some hundreds of dollars.

I would like to illustrate to the House
the nature of some of the complaints I
have received. So far as my own electorate
is concerned, three very large sewerage
projects have been completed. One remain-
ing large project Is nearing completion.

We, now have the situation where
thousands of householders are about to be
connected to the mains, and I know that
this situation also obtains in other parts
of the metropolitan area. My grievance is
directed to the Minister for Works and
Water Supplies In respect of the Metro-
politan Water Board, and whether or not
the board Is doing enough to safeguard the
interests of householders.

The first problem, of course, is the posi-
tioning of the connection. The mains
having been laid, it is quite staggering
that someone can sit back in an office
to draw up a plan or a diagram to say
that the connections to households are to
go in a predetermined position on the map.
We find what has happened too often in
practice-and the poor householder has to
pay for the connection to the main-is
that the actual connection may be behind
a. garage perhaps valued at some $5 000
or $5 000, or as happened In a specific
instance, right opposite several hundred
square feet of granolithic work. The
householder was then laced with the
prospect of repositioning the granolithic
work-a very expensive operation. So the
positianing of the connections leaves a
great deal to be desired.

When the mains are being laid, a con-
stituent may take It upon himself to re-
Quest the contractor to put the connection

1665



[ASSMLY.]

in a specific position. The request of the
householder is usually complied with, but
on many occasions he does not have this
opportunity. Many people are saddled
with considerable expense if the position-
Ing of the connection is not carefully
considered.

The next problem is the actual level of
the connection. The Plumbing work be-
comes extremely costly if the plumber
given the contract to make the connec-
tion has to install dewatering equipment.
How easy it would be to ensure that the
level of the connections is about five or
six feet from the surface when the mains
are being laid. In many instances, whether
through oversight or a lack of detailed
planning I am not certain, the connections
are left at a level eight or nine feet from
the surface, and the plumber then has to
install dewatering equipment. With a
simple household connection, as much as
$300 to $500 extra may be involved simply
because dewatering equipment is necessary.
If care is taken when the main is being
laid, the extra expenditure will not be
incurred.

The third, and perhaps the major prob-
lem, relates to the question of missing
connections. The feed-back that has come
to my electorate office from the plumbers
and contractors working in my district,
and from the householders who are footing
the bill, indicates that as many as 20 per
cent of the connections are missing. In
other words, when a plumber arrives to
reticulate a house, he digs at a spot
marked "X"I on the map supplied to him
by the board. In what appears to be about
20 per cent of the cases, the connection
is not in the position marked on the may.,
and this adds to the expenses incurred
by the householder. In a case referred
to me, one of my constituents contracted
with a plumber to connect bis house to
the main. The plumber obtained his in-
formation from the map supplied by the
board and told the householder that he
would dig in a Particular place. The
householder explained to him that the
connection point was about 10 feet away
from where the plumber wanted to dig.
However, the plumber said he would have
to dig at the Place marked on the map.
The householder said to him, "Do me a
favour and do not charge me the extra
$80 to $100 when you do not find the
connection because I put a big yellow cross
on the fence at the time the main was
laid." The plumber dug where indicated
by the board, but the connection was not
there. in this particular instance the
Plumbing contractor was quite happy to
dig a second hole at no extra cost to the
householder.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has three minutes.

Mr BRYCE: The essence of my speech
is that a warning should be issued to

householders that, firstly, they should not
assume that the sewerage contractors
know exactly what they are doing.
Secondly, it cannot be assumed that the
contractors have the best interests of the
householder in mind. Therefore, I suggest
that if the Metropolitan Water Board
cannot assume greater responsibility in
respect of the interests of the householder
and these items of extra expense. I sug-
gest to the Minister that he should nive
serious thoughts to passing on these three
hints to the householders.

Because he sees expensive machinery
ripping up his back yard, the householder
must not assume that the people doing
the work are doing it in the cheapest
possible manner. Each individual house-
holder should mark the point of the con-
nection to
endeavour,
tractor at
connection
face. He
contractor

his property, and he should
by negotiation with the con-
the time, to ensure that the
Is within five feet of the sur-

should also negotiate with the
to ensure that the connection

Is not placed thoughtlessly behind his
double brick garage so that the actual
connection of the household to the main
disturbs the foundations of the garage, or
perhaps some granolithic work. Such
matters can involve a great deal of extra
expense because of the labour and effort
necessary.

MR O'NEIIL (East Melville-Minister for
Works) [5.36 p.m.]: I understand the hon-
ourable member has three matters to
which he desires me to give consideration.
I will deal with these matters a little later,
but more importantly, at the beginning of
his speech he said he was concerned at
the extremely high cost of making a can-
nection from the main to the household.

Mr Bryce: The additional cost.

Mr O'NEIL: As I explained quite re-
cently when Introducing a Bill, the cost of
the board's operations--and I understand
the honourable member is not talking
about that-have increased considerably
in the past 12 months. Wages have gone
up by 40 Per cent, materials 50 per cent,
and inflation is running at. say, 15 per
cent. These factors are contributing to
the high cost of the board's operations in
reticulation. I imagine the expenses of the
private contract plumber are rising in
precisely the same way. Whether the costs
of connecting to the sewers have Increased
beyond those factors I have Just mentioned
I do not know, but it could well be the
explanation for the additional cost.

The honourable member mentioned
specifically the location of the connecting
point. He said that 20 per cent cf the
connections are missing. I think that Is
a little bit of an exaggeration, as I can-
not believe that a connection is missing
In one of every five properties.
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Mr Eryce:, Misplaced on the map-miss-
Ing or misplaced mean the samne thing to
the plumber.

Mr O'NEII,: I will certainly raise that
matter with the Metropolitan Water
Board. The honourable member then
spoke about the placement of the connec-
tions that are not missing, and he re-
ferred to situations where the connection
is in a very difficult position from the
Paint of view of the householder. On a
number of occasions, there are very valid
reasons for a connection to be made at
a certain place. As a result of inquiries
made to me, I have arranged for officers
of the board to go out to discuss with the
householders concerned the appropriate
Place to locate such a connection.

Mr Bryce: How long has that been
going on?

Mr O'NEIL: Through its regional en-
gineers, the board has even discussed the
relocation of a main where practicable. So
there is no lack of desire to co-operate on
the part of the board. However. I shall
certainly take the matter up, as well as
the honourable member's grievance that
the sewerage diagrams provided for the
sewerage contractor may be incorrect in
relation to the location of the connection.
It has been my experience with the many
complaints that come direct to the Minis-
ter that the board is anxious to co-operate.
in fact, there is always concern in relation
to a backlog sewerage programme because
the works are carried out in a. built-up
area, and problems usually arise. Everyone
Is happy to have the manhole in someone
else's property, as long as it is not in is;
and that is a perfectly natural attitude.
However, I have found that in respect of
the disturbance of gardens and lawns in
residential areas, the board has bent over
backwards to co-operate. In fact, once the
activities have moved on, the residents
praise the efforts of the workers in restor-
ing gardens, replacing trees, and endeav-
curing to leave the property in the condi-
tion in which they found It.

Mr Bryce: I agree-you are right about
the board workers.

Mr O NEMh: The remaining problem re-
lates to the sewerage mains and their
depth. I am not sure who it was, but
another member wrote to mec about 1 his
matter. I referred It to the General
manager of the Metropolitan Water Board
to examine the practicability of using a
stand pipe where the main is very deep.
This stand pipe should be situated at a
distance to allow the internal reticulation
the appropriate gravity fall, because I un-
derstand that problems do arise in regard
to gravity. As I say, this matter has been
mentioned to me privately by other znem-
bers. I undertake to pass on the comments
of the member for Ascot to the board. and
I will advise him of its reply later.

ROADS
Northern Corridor: Grievance

MRt NANOVICH (Toodyay) [5.41 p.m.]:
I wish to bring up the problem of access
to the northern corridor, on the southern
boundary of my electorate. Approximately
40 per cent of the total residential develop-
ment of this State is confined to the area
known as the northern corridor.

I believe the Government should con-
sider seriously the question of access to
and from this locality, not only because
of the residents, but also because of the
other attractions such as the marina Yam-
chep, and the lion park. Many people visit
these Places during the weekend, and dur-
ing the week a large numbers of trucks
transport materials for road-making pur-
poses.

Semi-trailers usually travel below the
speed limit, and this makes driving to and
from the city difficult. The developer must
be feeling very hesitant about further de-
velopment in the region because people
will not purchase land and build houses
unless there is easy access to the city. Thie
average motorist is prepared to allow 40
minutes to travel to and from his jlacze
of employment, or into the city. However,
once the travelling time goes beyond chat,
he will look for somewhere else to build
his home. The developer 'will not be keen
about new projects until better means *)tf
access are made available.

I would not support a proposal f or the
continuation. of the West Coast Highway.
I believe the best route would be via Mar-
mion Avenue. The time is opportune to
negotiate with the developers who own
large parcels of land within the region
to contribute towards the cost of the con-
struction of the road.

Large quantities of road-making mate-
rial are available at the site, and could
be used for the construction of Marmion
Avenue; in this way a beautiful road could
be provided to the northern sector of
the shire at probably half the cost of the
alternative proposals.

Another alternative is to extend Uganda
Road, which has been called a recreational
road because it travels through an area
featuring lakes and forests; I am sure It
would be a major attraction. Such a road
would cater for the many people wanting
to travel to the northern part of the shire,
to Yanchep. and further north to Lancelin
and Gingin; they could also divert along
Finjar Road to the Bullsbrook, Pearce, and
Bindoon areas.

I understand a proposal has been sub-
mitted to the Main Roads Department and
the Town Planning Department, and has
not received an unfavouirable reception. Of
course, the principal problem surrounding
any such venture is finance. I believe
the Government should look seriously at
this matter as the problem Is becoming
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quite urgent. It would be a matter for
regret if the developers lost interest in
opening up further residential land in this
ares, until a major access road was con-
structed to cater for the large number of
People who eventually will take up residence
there.

At the moment, many people within the
northern corridor are using the West Coast
Highway to travel to their employment.
However, many are tempted to use Mar-
mien Avenue, from which they turn east
into Warwick Road and south into Wain-
nerco Road. Also, quite a number of people
use Erindale Road; eventually they must
branch off onto a road leading back to
Wannerco Road. Thus, there is a con-
stant stream of traffic moving on to Wanl-
neroo Road between the hours of 7.00 a.m,
and 9.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m.

I make this point in all sincerity. This
area is developing at such a rate that it is
necessary to have an adequate access road
to cater for the expanding population. At
the moment, most roads lead to one main
arterial road and, at peak periods, great
congestion occurs, with the associated
problems of time delays and the deploy-
ment of policemen who could be better
used elsewhere. This proposal should be
examined seriously. it is intended that,
ultimately, Wanneroo Road will be a dual
carriageway, servicing the northern part
of the area.

The SPEAKER: The, member has two
minutes remaining.

Mr NANOVICH: A number of collisions
have occurred at the Warwick Road-Wan-
neroo Road intersection. In addition, the
area to the east of Wanneroo Road known
as the Koondoola-Ivarangaroo area is open-
ing up at a great rate and will add further
to the Problems experienced on Wannerzoo
Road.

I urge the Government to examine the
situation and to enter into discussions with
appropriate bodies and developers, par-
ticularly those who control large acreages
in this area with the objective of proceed-
Ing with the extension of Marmion Avenue.
This in turn will relieve the traffic con-
gestion on Wanneroo Road, which is get-
ting more serious as time goes on.

IVR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Traffic) [5.50 p.m.J: I have had pre-
vious discussions with the shire regarding
this problem; I am aware that it exists in
the area. The Balga-Oreenwood Forest-
Glrrawheen area probably is the fastest
developing district In terms of population
in the metropolitan area; there is no doubt
that Wanneroo Road is being filled to
capacity. Having travelled along Wanneroo
Road early in the morning behind a stream
of cars, I agree that a problem exists.
However, the honourable member must
realise that, to a lesser degree, the same
problem exists In other areas.

Last year, I think, the Main Roads De-
partment improved the situation by de-
veloping the southern portion of this road.
As the honourable member has again
brought the matter to my attention, I will
refer it once more to the Main Roads
Department so that it may give considera-
tion to the issues he has raised in con-
junction with the programme it is draw-
ing up for the 19 75-76 year. I am sure the
honourable member will agree that we have
difficulty in carrying out all the required
work due to lack of funds; unless we re-
ceive more funds in the forthcoming year.
these problems will continue.

I am not sure what discussions the Min-
ister for Town Planning has had with the
groups involved. I know that the Main
Roads Department and the Town Plan-
ning Department have conferred on a
number of occasions, but whether the de-
velopers are prepared to go ahead before a
main access road is constructed I do not
know. Once again, I undertake to refer the
honourable member's grievance to the
Commissioner of Main Roads and request
that department to give consideration to
allocating funds to this project.

USED CAR SALE
Misrepresentation of Model: Grievance
MR A. RI. TONKIN (Morley) [5.52 p.m.]:

My grievance relates to the sale of a motor
vehicle. This motor vehicle was advertised
by Prestige Motors Pty. Ltd. as being a
1971 model. When the client went to the
yard, the vehicle had a windscreen sticker
indicating that it was a 1971 model; how-
ever, there was no compliance plate and
although a thorough search was made, it
could not be found. During the search, the
spare wheel was removed to see whether
the compliance plate was underneath:, I
mention that point as later in my speech
I will explain why it is Important.

While still under warranty, difficulties
were experienced with the vehicle and re-
pairs to the tune of $438 were carried out.
Although the repairs were carried out
within the three months statutory war-
ranty period, Prestige Motors Informed
the client that the vehicle would not be
released until payment was made.

At this point, considerable pressure was
put on Prestige Motors by the father of
the client. This is a very well documented
case because the father of the client is
a legal man; it is only occasionally that
we receive such a clear, well made out case.
Most people do not document their deal-
ings as well as this person, and therefore
cannot make such a good case and fall
by the Wayside.

Mr Bryant, Secretary of Prestige Motors,
telephoned the client's father and said
that if he returned the papers, the full
price of the vehicle would be refunded.
However, the following day he was told
by Mr Bryant that the deal was off be-
cause the compliance Plate had suddenly
been found. The date stamp indicated that
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the vehicle was a 1971 model1 verifying
what was stated on the windscreen sticker
and In the newspaper advertisement, How-
ever, in the meantime, the client had re-
ceived a letter from Mutt Honda dated
the 18th October, 1974, stating that the
Year of manufacture was 1970. The com-
pliance plate would measure about four
inches by three inches, and would be fairly
difficult to overlook. Later, the car was
delivered to the father's place of work by
Mr Bryant.

Mr O'Connor: Was he the salesman?
Mr A. R. TONKIN: No. he is the secre-

tary of the company. He was accompanied
by a Policeman who was believed to be an
officer of the used car division. I do not
Intend to use this person's name, because
the client's father is not absolutely certain
that that was the case. However, I1 will
IWorm the Minister for Police of his name
later.

There are two or three unsatisfactory
aspects of this entire business. I refer
firstly to the role played by the Consumer
Protection Bureau, Mr White of the Con-
sumer Protection Bureau telephoned the
client's father on the 5th November asking
him for a form four, the license papers,
and the offer to purchase form. Apparently
these were offered to him on the 17th
October, but Mr White had declined to
accept them, saying that they were not
necessary. Yet, three weeks later, Mr
White telephoned the client's father and
asked him to deliver the forms. I refer
now to a letter written on the 6th March
by the Consumer Protection Bureau. It
states--

The Department of Motor Vehicles'
investigation has revealed that the in-
formation imparted by Prestige Motors
Is in fact correct,

That refers to the date of manufacture
being 1971. No attempt was made by the
CPB or the Police Department to sub-
stantiate this statement: it seems they
have Just decided to believe the company
rather than the client. No documentation
exists to support the claim that the vehicle
was manufactured In 1971, in spite of the
fact that Mott Honda stated that the year
of manufacture wns 1970. Another letter
written by the OPE to the client's father
sta tes-

I am now advised by the Manager
of Prestige Motors that the reason
why the compliance Plate was not
discovered by you was because it was
located under the spare tyre.

Members can now see the importance of
my comment that the spare tyre had been
lifted, but that no compliance plate had
been found underneath it. However, the
impression given Is, "You could not see it
because it was under the spare tyre". The
letter continue--

When located by Prestige Motors, It
was discovered that Mott Honda had
failed to stamp the plate with the
required Information.

It was a blank compliance plate! Never-
theless, it was there all the time. The
letter continues--

The vehicle was subsequently re-
turned to Mutt Honda where the com-
pliance plate was removed, the year
model stamped on it after proper re-
search, and reaffixed to the vehicle
with self tapping screws.

I do not know how the CPB knows that
proper research was carried out. Accord-
ing to the CPB, Mutt Honda apparently
had stamped the compliance plate after
carrying out proper research; however the
same Mott Honda said in a letter of the
18th October-I have a copy of the letter
in my possession-that the vehicle was
manufactured in 1970.

Mr O'Connor: Was it perhaps manu-
factured in December, 1970, and sold In
1971?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Yes, it was manu-
factured In December, 1970. The whole
point is that the compliance plate was
blank, and was then stamped, in spite of
the fact that the dealer had advertised
the vehicle as being a 1971 model and,
pursuant to section 33 of the Act, had
placed a windscreen sticker on the vehicle
stating that this was the case.

However, Mr Cahill of Mutt Honda
stated to the father of the client that the
particulars stamped on the compliance
plate had been obtained from details pro-
vided to Mott Honda by Prestige Motors.

The SPEAKER: The mcmber has threc
minutes remaining.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. The Consumer Protection Bureau
will not Prosecute Prestige Motors,
although I believe the company quite
clearly failed to comply with section 33 of
the Act, which provides for a penalty of
$500 for such noncompliance.

There are several unsatisfactory features
of this case. Great delays were involved.
The complaint was made to the consumer
Protection Bureau in October, yet neither
the police nor the CPB inspected the
vehicle until the 28th February, 1975.

The Consumer Protection Bureau tends
to believe the company rather than the
client. I suppose it is natural that there
exists some kind of understanding between
the CPB and companies with which it
deals very often, but it concerns me that
there is a tendency for the bureau to be-
lieve the company rather than the client,
without any substantiation. The bureau
did not bother to investigate properly; It
did not want the papers; and it would not
prosecute.

With regard to the police, I believe it
is a fact that an officer of the used car
division accompanied Mr Bryant of Pres-
tige Motors, in order to force the car back
onto the client and her father. When I
was a member of the Honorary Royal
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Commission which inquired Into hire-pur-
chase agreements-and the member for
Boulder-Dundas was a member of that
Honorary Royal Commission-I heard
time and time again the comment that
when People went to repossess goods they
were very often accompanied by off duty
policemen.

There is a difference between an off
duty Policeman attending a social function
to prevent disturbances, and one who uses
an air of authority and his physical pres-
ence to farce one side in a dispute to ac-
cept what the other side does. That con-
cerns me very much.

I believe the whole question of used car
sales needs cleaning up. What exists Is
not a savoury situation. I find It incred-
ible that a blank compliance plate should
be stamped thereafter, and the company
should not be charged under the Act. I
do not know whether it is the intention
of the Government to go soft on used car
dealers; but we on this side of the House
cannot condone instances such as the
one I have outlined.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Police) [6.03 p.m.):* I do not know
how the honourable member can expect
anyone to reply to his comments offhand.

Mr Taylor: It concerns the Minister
for Consumer Affairs.

Mr O'CONNOR: The matter concerns
both the Minister for Consumer Affairs
and the Minister for Police, because the
member for Morley referred to what the
police could do. I do not recollect any
correspondence coming to me or to the
Minister for Consumer Affairs relating to
this matter.

Prom my point of view I undertake to
investigate the matter, and the minister
for consumer Affairs has Indicated that
he will do the same. From the comments
made by the member for Morley it appears
the ear In question was manufactured In
December, 1970, and it was sold In 1971.
However, it is easy to determine the date
of sale, because that is the date when the
license is issued and affixed to the vehicle.
There is a possibility that this is a car
manufactured in December, 1970, and sold
in 1971. if the honourable member will
give me the names and details I will have
'Ihe matter looked into.

The SPEAKER: The grievances are
toted.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD)

ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr
Orayden (Minister for Labour and Indus-
try), and transmitted to the Council.

MEAT INDUSTRY
Inquiry by Royal Commission: Motion

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [6.05 pin.):
I move-

That in the opinion of this House
a Royal Commission should be ap-
pointed to investigate all aspects of
the meat industry including produc-
tion, marketing, processing, distribu-
tion systems, and consumption, and
to make recommendations where ap-
propriate to the Government and the
industry generally, to ensure stability
of the industry in Western Australia.

This motion is necessary, and possibly
more necessary at this point of time, de-
spite the fact that the report of the Meat
industry Advisory Committee has now
been tabled and circulated widely.

I might add that in reality the situa-
tion of the meat industry is precisely the
same as it was when the member for
Vasse moved a similar motion for the ap-
pointment of a Select Committee on the
13th November last year. It will be re-
called that that motion was allowed to
lapse.

The Meat Industry Advisory Committee
has collated a wealth of Information.
Without a doubt this is a particularly good
report, and it ranks with the McDonald re-
port in regard to a survey of a rural meat
industry. The recommendations are con-
siderable, and necessitate closer examina-
nation.

However, the report does not give suffi-
cient direction to those aspects of the meat
industry which are really the crux of the
present problem. I would like to make
reference to both the motion moved by
the member for Vasse last year and the
Meat industry Advisory Committee report
in the course of the illustrations I present.

In moving his motion the member for
Vasse presented an historical account of
the industry going back to the Royal Com-
mission of 1928. This was quite a compre-
hensive retrospective background. The hon-
ourable member alluded to the subsequent
investigations within the industry includ-
ing the Rowland report relating to abat-
toirs, the Clayton report relating to the
prices paid for sheep and lamb, and the
Towns and Austen report, though he did
omit a reference to the member for War-
ren who attempted to achieve the ap-
pointment of a Royal Commission in 1968
into the dairy beef industry in the south-
west of the state.

A number of points were included in the
motion moved by the member for Vasse,
and they covered the development of the
meat industry in Western Australia. The
contrast in the statistics for the years 1968
and 1973 virtually told the story of the
development. I can see little value in
dwelling on this aspect; it Is sufficient to
reiterate and to underline the importance
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of the meat industry to Western Australia.
This is a major Industry, and the fluctua-
tion of 1c per pound in the total meat
production of the State represents a very
considerable sum of money to the economy.

In his motion the member for Vasse
also made reference to the plight of far-
mers, particularly beef farmers in the
south-west. Virtually the situation re-
mains unchanged, and probably it has de-
teriorated somewhat further despite the
upturn in prices.

The substance and the relevant aspects
of the presentation by the member for
Vasse to support his case for the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee indicated he
had carried out research successfully and
extensively. He suggested that a Select
Committee was most essential, even
though he did settle for a meat industry
survey which in no way went far enough.

The member for Vasse considered that
marketing was the most Important aspect
of his motion, and with that I agree. I
shall have very much more to say on this
aspect. Significantly enough, the market-
ing details are the inadequate part of the
Meat Industry Advisory Committee report;
and this Is for very good reason. The com-
mittee was unable to obtain the details,
and they cannot be obtained without a
Royal Commission inquiry.

The honourable member covered the
marketing of livestock, though not in sut-
fieent detail to enable aL useful conclusion
to be drawn, and he covered the need for
improved standards. He concluded there
w'as a need for a thorough investigation,
and nobody would cavil at that point.
I only regret that a thorough investigatiun
has not been carried out.

He quite properly suggested that the
need for assistance to be rendered to the
beef producers by the State G3overnment
or the Commonwealth Government should
be applied while any survey or inquiry
was being conducted. Furthermore,' he
also properly suggested that the voluntary
beef scheme should be allowed to proceed
while any inquiry was under way.

It was regrettable that the honourable
member did not persist with his motion.
The reasons he gave were that the Meat
industry Advisory Committee investigation
would be sufficient, and that a Select Com-
mnittee would take too long to complete
such an inquiry. Those were the two main
reasons he gave in Justification for allow-
ing the motion for the appointment of a
Select Committee to lapse.

An investigation has now been con-
eluded, the report has been presented, and
the recommendations are known. Where
do we go from here? The Opposition has
waited until it has had a chance to
examine the findings of the Meat industry
Advisory Committee before making a
move on this subject.

I did mention the fact that the report
which has been presented is a good one.
It comprises 196 pages, and the commit-
tee received 39 submissions from quite a
wide cross-section of the industry. The
recommendations apply to the seven parts
into which the report Is divided. in respect
of each part the report deals with
discussion, recommendations, and sub-
missions

It is probably fitting to record the parts
chronologically. Part 1 deals with livestock
production potential. I might add this
gives a very good coverage and prognosis
of the livestock of Western Australia, and
it Provides a good background to any con-
templation of aspects of the meat industry.

Part 2 relates to abattoir and other pro-
cessing needs. A balanced view of the
needs has been presented, and the recom-
mendations have been set out separately.
The situation seems to be secure until 19'77
or 1978.

Part 3 relates to the organisation of
meat inspection. It would appear there
is room in this regard for differences in
the approach adopted by the committee.
I have no doubt the member for Mundar-
ing will have something to say about this
part of the report at the appropriate time.

Part 4 relates to market opportunities.
Ten submissions were presented, and in
these the formation of two bodies baa
been suggested. It is stated that they will
Play a very Important Part in the organ-
isation of the industry if the recommenda-
tions are followed through.

'Part 5 deals with organisation of market-
Ing. It is here that the deficiency starts
to become evident; in other words, there
was no material or information available
to the Meat Industry Advisory Committee
to enable it to assess the position fully,
and to make recommendations for the
industry to come to grips with the
problems.

Part 6 deals with meat classification.
Here again the recommendations arc very
succinct, and they foreshadow the need
for a total uniform approach in Western
Australia in the long term.

Part 7, which is the final part, deals
with the distribution system and costs at
the domestic market level. It would seem
that once again In this field the investiga-
tions have been hampered by a lack of
information being readily available. No
doubt the reason was that most of this
information was confidential, and would
be retained by those interested parties
which have a very real stake in the in-
dustry and its operation, and are depend-
ent on the margins udlon which they
operate their business undertakings.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The structure of the
industry as recommended in the Meat
industry Advisory Committee report would
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bring it under three separate authorities-
the Western Australian Meat Commission,
the Western Australian Marketing Council
and the Meat Industry Authority. These,
we assume, would replace the existing
abattoirs and the Lamb Marketing Board
as trading entities.

I do not think this type of structure of
the industry is the complete answer: and
what concerns me even more are the short-
comings in the report to which I made
brief reference and about which I could
now touch on page 171 of the report. The
further studies suggested were-

The feasibility of centralised fabrica-
cation of Primal cuts for distribution
to retailers.

Marketing margins at the wholesale
and retail levels.

And on page 143 of the report it is recom-mended that a study be conducted of the
marketing systems suitable for Western
Australian conditions, and also of the
minimum price schedule system for vary-
ing classes and categories of livestock as
an alternative means to compulsory acqui-
sition thus ensuring producer confidence
by reducing market price fluctuations.

These are the areas in which further
studies are recommended. It is these par-
ticular areas which are so crucial, and it
is for this reason that a Royal Commission
has been sought.

In the Clayton report the committee
indicated that while there was a disparity
between the price paid to the producer
and that Paid by the consumer the com-
mittee could not identify how much it was
or precisely how this differentiation oc-
curred.

One thing was certain, however; the
excess prices were not going to the pro-
ducer as they should. The final point of
recommendation for further study was the
feasibility of Implementing a nomination
system of livestock acceptable to producers
and the trade generally.

Some of these recommendations are ex-
cellent. I would like to make mention of
the existing selling practices to which the
MIAC report does make some fairly com-
prehensive reference. The most generally
Used practice is the auction method, but
in this case It is a visual appraisal upon
which the determination of prices depends,
and that is its weakness.

This weakness exists in private treatyv
buying as well as the auction in the yard.
This method is one which, of course, reacts
against the producer; it is one where the
weight is estimated.

In discussion with a group of American
Rotary exchange people, one of whom was
an exchange student from Oklahoma, the
opinion was expressed that our meat pro-
ducing system was the "darnidest thing he
had ever heard of". In America It was
a case of cents per pound for the exact
number of pounds sold. This is done on

a weight and grade basis. The American
just could not imagine people going into
a saleyard to estimate what the weight
of an animal should be. Buyers must
underestimate the weight to protect them-
selves. They must do this because in the
long term there is not enough margin for
error. To ensure they remain in business
they allow themselves some leeway and
latitude.

i have had provided a series of illustra-
tions that demonstrate this beyond any
reasonable doubt. I will select only a few.
The first of these is chosen because it is
documented most comprehensively; the
person responsible for the illustration is
completely reliable; he Is progressive in his
outlook and he is also concerned with the
marketing structure of the meat industry.

The first illustration concerns a Person
with a pen of 10 animals. He weighed
them before he did anything further and
then he ascertained the price offered by
the Bunbury Beef Producers Ltd. He
found that on the estimated weight he
would have received in the saleyard he
would have suffered a loss, so he withdrew
them. He was offered a total of $1 562 for
the 10 animals. Knowing the weight, and
knowing what he could receive at the
abattoirs he withdraw the animals from the
saleyards and sent them to the abattoirs
where he received a net total of $1 954.
This constituted a difference of $392 in that
one pen. The precise details of Individual
animals are here.

This is not an isolated instance, and we
appreciate what occurred with that trans-
action, as it does with all transactions that
take place in the saleyard. The price Is
off ered by the buyer who knows what
price he can get for the meat content
of the animal. He makes a fairly
thorough estimation, an estimation which
would be closer than that which could be
arrived at by the average farmer, or
stockman, who would find difficulty
in being reasonably accurate. The buyer
allows himself what he determines is a con-
servative amount in his favour-whether
it is 10 lbs or 40 lbs it is below the
estimate-and he works on this conserva-
tive estimation. Even if it is an average
of 5 lbs. per beast sold in Western Aus-
tralia in the course of a year that would
amount to a tremendous sum of money;
money which rightfully belongs to the pro-
ducers of the stock in this State.

The second illustration to which I would
make reference is that in this period 5
baby beasts were passed in at the Man-
jimup saleyard at an average of $109
per head. This same baby beef was sold
the following week for $115 per head. The
difference there is quite considerable: It Is
a matter of $6 per head on those particular
pens.

A further illustration indicates that a
single animal in this case was offered for
sale and the bid was $63, On the same
day it was sent to the Manjimup Producers'
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Abattoir and then on to Nelson Everett's
weight and grade sale where it was bought
for a sumi of $85. The carcase was 218 lbs.
In the saleyard it would have fetched 29c
Per pound, but in Nelson Everetta it
fetched 440, a difference of 25c per pound.
This is a sort of eye-appraisal and rule-of-
thumb method which is loaded against the
producer right down the line.

I refer to another rower who has used
the scales for the last two years. As a
matter of fact he has sent only one lot
into the saleyards in this period and for
this particular lot he was offered 678 per
head, which he refused, and which later
he sold weight and grade for $84 clear-
that is free of all encumbrances.

There are a number of further instances
which I could quote, but I will content
myself with the three to which I have
referred, though, as I have said, I do have
Quite a reasonable file on this matter.

In the second illustration I gave there
was a saleyard bid of $109 per head for
65 animals which were sold weight and
trade for $115 per head. Allowing for
commission and cartage in the two cases
the net return was $9.50 a head more for
the animals when sold weight and grade
which, on 65 animals, would return $6515.50
more on weight and grade than if sold
by auction. As a comparison I might indi-
cate that this amount would pay for 10
tonnes of super at $60 per tonne! This
the farmer would have lost.

in my view this is sufficient to require
a th~orough examination of the saleyard
selling method to establish Just how much
the producers of Western Australia are
being short-changed.

I now proceed to the other rather grey
area-grey because it is very difficult to
ascertain the true facts and the detailed
figures. This area represents that which
exists between the abattoirs and the retail
butcher. The retail butcher is in a position
where he is able to Purchase the meat at
a given price. Hle knows what be is Paying
and he is able to determine his whole coat
which would include labour, rent, light,
power, paper, string, and so on; he knows
what he must make to run a successful,
viable business. He also knows the amount
of meat he must put through his shop
and the amount per pound he must make
on a transaction.

Therefore the retail aspect of the trade
is not as obscure as the other side; that
is in the wholesale area. The wholesaler
provides meat to the retailer in two ways;
either In bulk-that IS In the whole car-
case-or in broken meats. These are par-
ticular cuts. it is fairly obvious that the
trade in each particular retail shop will
vary considerably, It must do. The taste
In areas like Mosman Park and Dalkeith
would be different from that in the less
salubrious areas.

Sir Charles Court: The People from
Dallceith go Into other ares-the elector-
ate of the member for Victoria Park-to
get cheaper meat.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Be that as it may.
the residents of a particular area develop
a buying pattern and if they are Interested
in the quality of meat they will Purchase
it. If they are not they will go to the
supermarkets and Purchase the lowest
priced cuts, but they will obviously get a
lower quality meat.

With bulk buying and especially the
selling of a considerable number of legs
of lamb the operator will not be interested
so much in the rest of the carcase; he Is
dependent on the broken meat trade. The
Primal cuts are increased to offset the total
amount that is involved with a whole
carcase. The forequarter Is much cheaper
than the hindquarter that contains the
better class of meat; and the cuts fromn
the hinds naturally are loaded to make up
the full differential of the total beast as
it is bought.

This is the mechanics of the trade but
with very considerable variations. in an
average metropolitan retail meat shop the
prices quoted by the wholesaler in the first
quarter of 1975 have been in the vicinity
of 32c. in the first week of May the price
rose to 37c. That is what the retailer Is
paying for meat. He is purchasing it from
firms such as Anchorage, Goodohild, and
Broken Meats. The wholesalers have aL
clientele and they supply the requirements-
of the retail shops. This is the method
of operation. However, it is very difficult
to determine the margins involved in the
different operations and Just where the
higher priced cuts of meat are coming
from-whether from a cheaper animal or
from a prime beast-because with a beast
of secondary quality there are still prime
cuts which would come into the higher
priced trade. It will therefore be appreci-
ated that there is considerable difficulty
and complexity.

I will demonstrate this point further
with references which I deliberately
selected so that they could be checked
out without any bother. One can very
readily see what has occurred in the three
main classifications on reference to the
flarawa livestock sale report and the con-
sumer price Index. The prices for baby
beef weighing 150 to 180 kilograms were
82c in January, 1974, 86c in February, 84a
in March, 89c, 9ic, 78c, 79c. 69e, 55e, 50c,
45c. and 48c in each of the other months
of the year, and 44c. 44c, 48c, and 60c in
the first four months of 1975. In the same
period the respective prices of steer beef
weighing 230 to 250 kilograms, which is
the good quality handyweight most sought
af ter in the trade and regarded as the
best selling line, were 75c, 719c, 72c, 79c, 82c,
63c, 61e, 55c, 44c, 38c, 33c, 43c, 39e, H(ic,
42c, and 47e.
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I will not deal with cow beef, which sells
at a figure considerably below those I have
quoted and is marginally used in the local
trade. Before I Proceed to my next point,
I point out that the Darawe. livestock pric-
ing is accepted by the trade as being Prob-
ably the most useful pricing. It does not
identify exactly the prices of stock, but
shows trends. It takes the average for
the week and the average -for the month,
which is to some extent an estimation on
the part of the operator. The animal
weight is estimated and applied to the
sales for the week and for the month. The
weekly figures are averaged to give the
monthly figures. It is interesting to note
that the average price In the Darawa.
pricing for baby beef in the six months
July to December, 1974, was 63.5c a kilo-
gram, and 52c a kilogram for the $good
quality handyweight steers. I throw that
In, but I urn more interested In the baby
beef prices.

Those are the straight averages, but they
are not all, because we find these Prices
in the consumer Price index In the same
period: rump an average of 134.5c a
pound over the period; T-bone l107.6c a
pound: chuck 74c a pound; silverside 78.5a
a pound; and rib 71i1c a pound. I have the
figures for lamb but, staying with beef,
the average in the consumer price index
was 102.3c a pound. In the same period
the producer was receiving an average of
63,5c a kilogram for baby beef, which is a
considerable disparity. In other words,
the producer was receiving about 26c a
pound overall and the retail price was 102c
a pound, averaging the five cuts. The
difference between 26c and 102c is a
straight mathematical calculation.

Mrs Craig: At what percentage does the
beast kill out at? You are taking weight
on the hoof as compared with poundage
sold.

Mr H1. D. EVANS: That is a relevant
?olnt. The retailer knows he will get only
.'wo-thlrds of the quantity he buys. He
works by that rule-of-thumb method.

Mrs Craig: It is not a fair comparison to
say so-much a Pound on the hoof and so-
much a pound In the shop.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Most of the people to
whom I have spoken who weigh their own
beasts allow 50 per cent. It ranges from
47 to 58 Per cent. The retail butcher works
on a loss of roughly one-third for every-
day operation. Allowing for wastage, offals,
and everything else involved, the price is
26o live weight In the saleyard. We must
allow for all the considerations referred to
by the member for Wellington in calculat-
Ig the final price of the article. The aver-

age price of the five cuts I mentioned was
102c a pound.

Having averaged the baby beef, what
about the lesser outs? They come from an
even lower priced animal, and many of
those cuts would be sold at the same high
price in the retail shop, particularly in the

broken meat trade. This Is Part of the
complexity involved in the meat trade. We
on this side of the House do not under-
estimate the problem and we are rather
concerned about It.

I could continue to give figures, but I
think they would confuse the issue, and I
have given illustrations. The question
which must arise is: Precisely what are
the margins? I am not saying the prices
are excessively high, reasonable, or less
than they should be. I do not know, nor
does anybody else in this House know, be-
cause the figures are not available, as the
Meat Industry Advisory Council found out
and as the Clayton report indicates. The
information is not available and for this
reason a Royal Commission is the only
avenue for ascertaining it.

I have a letter from the Executive Of-
ficer of the Farmers' Union contained in
The West Australian of the 26th Febru-
ary, 1975, and I will quote from it in re-
lation to the period when The West Aus-
tralian carried a story that food prices in
this State rose during January at a rate
which was twice the national average, and
meat prices were said to be a major factor.

The truth of the situation is that when
meat was said to be one of the major
causes of the rise In the cost of foodstuffs,
just prior to Christmas baby beef steers
returned 47c a kilogram on the 16th De-
cember, rising to 49.5c immediately after
the new year, and remaining static at 46c
a kilogram from there on. So it could niot
have been the price paid to the producer
of beef which caused the increase. The
same situation applied to mutton, although
lamb showed a slight increase of something
like 4 per cent, 2.5 per cent of which went
to the producer. So while prices may have
risen at twice the national average, it cer-
tainly was not the base cost of meat
which was responsible. It must have been
due to the industry margins.

I have already made detailed reference
to the situation confronting beef farmers.
When compiling a submission to the In-
dustries Assistance Commission in October
last, it was possible to prepare a survey
of some 70 farms In the area south of
Nannup, all of which are dependent on
beef for a livelihood. The cost of Pro-
duction of a baby beef beast was identifi-
able, and it came down to within a fraction
of a cent among the five most effective
growers. The price was fairly comparable
with that put forward by the Farmers'
Union at the tlme--25c-but this year it
will probably need to be in excess of 30c to
Provide a break-even point for the pro-
ducer. Ons way to achieve that is to make
a complete revision of the marketing sys-
tern under which we operate and effect
economies. if the trade will not stand an
Increase, at least we should let the farmer
know what he is being paid on the amount
he is selling. This basic honesty is most
necessary.
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The terms of the motion seeking a
Royal Commission are deliberately broad
for several reasons. Firstly, they are almost
identical with the terms of the motion
moved by the member for Vasse, and I felt
confident I could depend upon his support
if I adhered closely to the terminology he
used. Secondly, and more importantly, the
terms will enable a Royal Commission to
examine any aspect of the industry it
desires, which is an absolute necesesity. I
think by now most members will have an
appreciation of the complexity of the meat
industry. It is not Possible to talk about
production and marketing without con-
sidering actual retail selling.

It is not possible to talk about the price
of one kind of meat without having regard
for the price of another kind. If chicken
and lamb Prices fall, then other prices must
also be affected. Only this evening we re-
ceived illuminating replies from the Min-
ister in connection with the price paid for
chicken meat. We found that in the last 10
years the price of chicken meat has actu-
ally decreased by 2c; and at the same time
the efficiency within the broiler industry,
in terms of technological advance and
management procedures which have been
adopted, make it one of the most effective
industries. This, of course, is part and
parcel of the reason it has been able to
meet increased costs and still remain in
business.

By producing a cheap article the industry
can increase its stake in the trade. The in-
cidence of chicken in the diet of the
Australian has increased significantly: and,
of course, as one meat decreases in price i;
makes inroads into the market at the ex-
pense of other mneats. This occurred in
America on an occasion when a strike
occurred and meat was withheld; the sale
of fish increased dramatically. Part of that
market was never recaptured by the meat
Industry.

The Meat Industry Advisory Committee
report has certainly done a service to the
meat Industry of this State. I do not deni-
grate it in any way; as a matter of fact
personally I am very impressed with it.
That report has provided the background,
so half the work of a Royal Commission
has already been done. The material has
already been gathered and collated, with
the exception of those very delicate areas in
which it is most difficult to obtain infor-
mation. and anything less than a Royal
Commission would be unable to obtain it.

Mr Coyne: That is on the retail side.
Mr H. D. EVANS: Those areas Include

marketing systems and the level of mar-
gins. I have deliberately avoided ref er-
ence to the export aspect, but this is a
matter which has relevance. The organisa-
tion of a marketing structure is not in-
compatible with the type of inquiry sug-
gested. The other area which I have
deliberately avoided in this motion Is a
review of the voluntary minimum price

scheme for beef. As this is the subject of
another debate which will probably come
up tomorrow, it will be canvassed at some
length on that occasion. However, as the
member for Vasse has pointed out, there
is no reason that the voluntary price
scheme could not continue while a further
inquiry is in progress.

I feel the need for a Royal Commission
to inquire into the meat industry is as
urgent now as it ever was. Therefore.
am hopeful that a majority of member
in this House will support my motion.

The SPEAKER: Is there a seconderI
the motion?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I second the motioj
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

McPharlin (Minister for Agriculture).

METROPOLITAN REGION SCH3EME
Disallowance of Amendment: Motion
Order of the day read for the resump-

tion of the debate, from the 30th April,
on the following motion by Mr A. R.
Tonkin-

That in accordance with the provi-
sions of subsection (2) of section 32
of the Metropolitan Region Town
Planning Scheme Act, 1959-1974, the
amendment to the Metropolitan Re-
gion Scheme providinig for the substi-
tution of Map 16/3 for the correspond-
ing portion of Map 10. which was pub-
lished in the Government Gazette on
the 21st day of March, 1975, and laid
upon the Table of the House on the
25th day of March. 1975, be and is
hereby disallowed.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result--

Mr Barnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr Can
Mr Davies
Mr H. D) Evans
Mr T. D. EvaSX
Mr Fletcher

Mr flalkie
Mr Clarle
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Mr Crane
Dr Dadour
Mr Grayden
Mr Groer
Mr P. V. Jon
Mr lAuance
Mr MePhariln

Ayes
Mr T. J. Burke

AYes-f
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Ur
Mr

Harman
Hartrey
Jamioesora
TI. H. Jones
Mclver
Skidmore
Taylor
A. R. Tonkin
J7. T. Tonkin
Moller

Noes-26
Mr Menearos
Mr Nanovich
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr O'Neli
Mr Ridge
Mr Rushton
Mr Shalders
Mr Sibson
Mr Stephens
Mr Thompson
Mr Watt
Mr Young

(Tell"r)
Pairn

Noes
Sir David Brand
Mr Bodema"

Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.
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TRONADO MACHINE
Review of NHMRC Report by Select

Committee: Motion
Debate resumed, from the 30th April,

on the following motion by Mr J. T. Ton-
kin (Leader of the Opposition)-

In the opinion of this House,
(1) A Select Committee should be

appointed to review and report
upon the Report of the Na-
tional Health and Medical Re-
search Council Therapeutic
Methods (Reference) Sub
Committee, in the light of the
present condition of the pa-
tients, the current cancer
therapy with the Tronado
machine and opinions ex-
presed by eminently qualified
persons from U.S.A. and New
Zealand.

(2) The use of the Tronado can-
cer machine should not be
withheld from any patient
desiring treatment at least
until this enquiry and the en-
quiries being arranged by the
Government have been com-
pleted and reports made.

MR RIDGE (i1imberley-Minister for
Lands) [8.10 p.m. The pleas of the
Leader of the Opposition in respect of the
Tronado machine are obviously based on
a. very genuine desire to assist cancer
sufferers. His sincerity is not In question,
because members of this H-ouse are well
aware of the fact that he has suffered the
tragedy of losing dear ones from the
scourge of this disease.

We do, however, question the advisa-
bility of appointing laymen to review a re-
port which was prepared by highly com-
petent professional people.

Mr Bertram: There is nothing unusual
about that.

Mr RIDGE: We also question the advisa-
bility of the Parliament or of the Govern-
ment directing that a certain course of
action be taken, because we do not con-
sider that the members of this House are
competent to assess the possible long-term
ramifications of such a direction.

The whole question of the Tronado
machine has become shrouded with emo-
tion; and far be it from the Government
to want to kick the crutch of hope from
beneath those who have been afflicted with
the disease and have Placed their trust
in the Tronado machine.

The Government, in assessing Its res-
ponisibilities, has had to look at the mat-
ter very objectively. It has based its
action on decisions not connected with
emotiveness or sympathy, but purely and
simply connected with practical common
sense. Even the Leader of the Opposition
acknowledges that a certain amount of

research into all aspects of cancer Is be-
Ing undertaken right throughout the world,
continuing the work of generations of
people who have devoted their working
ives to this cause, and adding to a great
accumulation of work done over a great
number of years.

The history of cancer research is high-
lighted every now and again by a sudden
insight which offers promise, but all too
frequently further investigations into that
possible Insight bring nothing but disap-
pointment. It has been painfully learnt
over the centuries that hasty claims of
success rarely stand the test of time; and
I am informed that many forms of can-
cer can be controlled by present methods
of treatment, in some cases for the natural
life span of the patient.

Early diagnosis enabling treatment to be
undertaken while the growth remains
localised offers the best chance of success,
and radiotherapy administered by the
linear accelerator, cobalt bombs, radium
Implants, and radioactive isotopes are ob-
viously of value according to the medical
profession. Some forms of cancer may
reappear months or years later. It is also
obvious to the medical profession that In
many instances it could be several decades
before the profession can confirm whether
certain forms of treatment have a bene-
ficial effect.

I believe it Is fair to say that from the
first day a medical student enters a hos-
pital ward he becomes involved with the
condition to which we loosely refer as
cancer. He studies the many aspects of
the disease covered by that general word.
He learns all the simple and sophisticated
methods by which diagnosis is suspected
and confirmed, and he sees the successes
and failures of present methods of treat-
ment. More importantly, he sees and en-
dures the suffering of the patients in-
volved and experiences the joy which alle-
viation may bring to them.

Mrt Mclver: Who prepared this speech.
Mr Baxter?

Mr RIDGE: No, he did not.
Bearing this In mind, I would reject

any suggestion that any doctor or group
of doctors would willingly withhold any
form of beneficial treatment from his
or their patients. Although the Leader
of the Opposition is able to present most
revealing, but in my opinion unsubstan-
tiated, argunnent in favour of the con-
tinued use of the Tronado machine-

Mr J. T. Tonkin: What about the chap
in the gallery?

Mr RIDGE: -let me point out it is an
undeniable responsibility of the medical
profession carefully to test all new
methods of diagnosis, new dugs, new
instruments, and new techniques If they
are to avoid the tragedy which could be
brought about by inconclusive experi-
ments.
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Mr T. H. Jones: Who wrote this?
Mr RIDGE: Never You mind. It is all

very well to refer to the case histories
of cancer sufferers who have used the
machine and still survive; but who are
we-the members of this House-to study
case histories and then speak on behalf
of the people who have used the machine
and who are now dead?

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Their relatives will
speak for them.

Mr RIDGE: It Is a simple statement of
fact to say that of the fIrst 317 patients
to be treated on the machine, over 50 per
cent are now dead.

Mr H. D. Evans: And 100 per cent may
have died without it.

Mr RIDGE: What would these People
say if they could possibly come forward?
Would they submit themselves to treat-
ment on a Tronado machine again? How
many lives have been shortened by the
Tronado machine? Is it a device that can
prolong life and ease suffering, or is it in
fact a device of quackery which will pro-
long suffering and hasten death? These
are questions that I for one would like
to see answered by professional experts and
not by laymen.

Mr Skidmore: One could level the same
question at some of those people-

Mr RIDGE: The member for Swan will
get an opportunity at a later stage.

Sir Charles Court: Do you not want the
Minister to give a considered reply? You
are just playing politics, the lot of You.

Several members interjected.
Sir Charles Court: The Minister is trying

to give you a considered reply and I thought
you would welcome It.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr RIDGE: These are questions I want

answered by medical experts and not by
laymen. Do not let us forget that the
Leader of the opposition spoke of people
like Louis Pasteur and Lister, men who
were deemed to be martyrs by society. How-
ever, let us bear in mind that, in some cases.
members of the medical profession made
martyrs of people by carrying out certain
forms of treatment on them that were
never subjected to experimentation, and
which had disastrous effects. Thalidomide is
one example of this. We cannot place thali-
domide in the same category as Tronado
but the Point I make, as stated earlier, is
that it has been painfully learnt over the
centuries that hasty claims of success
rarely stand the test of time because, with
cancer, time remains the true test.

Mr B. T. Burke: Except that these
people are all dying.

Mr RIDGE: The whole world hopes and
trusts that this Tronado machine will be
as successful as the Leader of the Opposi-
tion claims, but for God's sake, In the
interests of certainty. let the machine be

subjected to the most rigorous testing that
can be devised, and let It be done by mem-
bers of the medical profession, and let
this House not set itself UP as an authority
on something of which it has no know-
ledge.

The Leader of the Opposition has be-
come a champion of the Tronado machine
and I for one do not deny him that right.
because after all It was he who was almost
solely responsible for the State purchasing
this machine. I would go so far as to say
that the Leader of the Opposition has
become obsessed in trying to Prove the
value of the flonado machine, but at
the same time I would Point out that he
has championed other causes in the past
to the Point of obsession with the result
that he alone is convinced he is right.

Mr Skidmore; That Is not so.
Mr RIDGE: I will leave it to the hon-

ourable member to tell us all about it
afterwards.

Mr Mclver: They did not believe C. Y.
O'Connor, either, when he said he could
get water all the way to Kalgoorlie.

Mr RIDGE: That is right, and he blew
his brains out afterwards.

Mr Taylor: Because of politicians.
Mr RIDGE: We will talk about politi-

cians afterwards. Let me develop my argu-
ment now and we will talk about politi-
cians later.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr RIDGE: The Tronado machine is

not the Leader of the Opposition's first
excursion Into the field of cancer treat-
ment.

Mr B. T. Burke: This is a Personal
attack.

Mr RIDGE: It is not. The honourable
member who is sitting on the end seat of
the back bench Is an expert at making
personal attacks and if he will Just listen
to what I am saying he may learn some-
thing.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Bryce: It is a well-designed attack.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr RIDGE: Let members opposite listen

to what I have to say and they can then
assess whether this Is a well-designed
attack. Quite frankly I applaud what the
Leader of the Opposition is doing, and I
applaud the action he took in the case
with which I am dealing now. So I sug-
gest that members of the Opposition shut
up and listen to what I have to say.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the Minis-
ter for Lands resume his seat? I have
called for order on a number of occasions,
as I have done throughout my termi as
Speaker In this Chamber, and I want
members to take note of what I say. I do
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not want a, chorus of interjections whilst
a speaker is on his feet. It is my belief
as Speaker on this particular occasion that
this is a debate which should be carried
out with each member listening to the
arguments advanced by the other. In fact.
that should be done during almost every
debate, but it should be done in this one
in Particular, and It behoves all members
of the Chamber to behave in a proper
and due fashion on this occasion.

If Ii continue to hear members inter-
rupting, as they have been during this
debate, I shall have to take action. The
Minister for Lands.

Mr RIDGE: Thank you, Mr Speaker,
for those remarks. I believe it is fair to
say that when the Leader of the Opposi-
tion made his speech one week ago he
probably made it with one Interjection
during the whole time he was on his feet.
That interjection came from the Premier
who queried a statement he made in re-
lation to the National Health and Medical
Research Council. Members of the Opposi-
tion can interject as freely as they like,
but they should also take the opportunity
later to get up and criticise what I have to
say now. I was referring to the excursions
of the Leader of the Opposition into the
field of cancer treatment some Years ago.

it was in the late 1940s that an
Aboriginal patient was seen by a doctor
who thought that an ulcer this person had
on his tongue might be malignant, and in
order to make a definite diagnosis a biopsy
was planned. However, before that could be
done the patient disappeared. When he
was eventually found it was discovered
that the ulcer had gone and that the
Aboriginal person had been eating some
part of a native bush called scaevola
spinescens.

Mr Jamieson: Yes, scaevola spinescens.
Mr RIDGE: The Deputy Leader of the

opposition can pronounce it much better
than I can.

Mr Bryce: He knows more about it, too.
Mr RIDGE: That could be. This was

hailed as a cure for cancer and the Leader
of the Opposition was responsible for a
great deal of work being carried out and
money being expended by the Govern-
ment Chemical Laboratories, I believe, in
producing an extract from the plant.
I do not criticise the Leader of the Opposi-
tion for doing that in any way whatso-
ever. I was merely suggesting that he
involved himself in a possible cure for
cancer on other occasions, but this was
one case where experiments were made to
test the results of this particular plant.
It was never proved that that plant could
do any good in the treatment of cancer.
It has been used on several occasions, but
the extract from the bush has never been
found to be effective.

Mr Jamieson: It will take skin cancer
off: I have used it myself.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Are you sure you know
what you are talking about? You say it
has never been found to be effective?

Mr RIDGE: According to the informa-
tion given to me by a reliable authority,
that is so, and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion has ant opportunity at a later stage
to get up to say what he believes.

Mr J, T. Tonkin: I certainly will.
Mr RIDGE: The Leader of the Opposi-

tion is now championing the cause of the
Tronado machine. What is the machine?
Where does it come from and how did
Western Australia acquire it? The basic
principles of the machine are to expose
cancer cells to a specific high temperature
for a specific period of time. This is not
new and, in fact heat has been used as
an agency for cancer therapy for many
years.

However, one of the problems associated
with this treatment has been to raise the
temperature to be applied to the affected
tissue to a critical amount and, at the
same time, maintain a constant tem-
perature In order to avoid damage to
healthy cells. It is not my intention to
make quotes from the report made by the
National Health and Medical Research
Council Therapeutic Methods Subcom-
maittee, because It has been tabled in this
House and members will be well aware
of its contents.

Suffice to say that the subcommittee
was certainly not satisfied that the
machine is capable of producing the
desired results, and in my opinion the
medical profession is still left with a com-
plex question of determining, with the use
of this heat treatment, how to kill the
cancer cells without killing the patient.
As indicated by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the machine was developed by a Ger-
man by the name of Guettnier, but it is
interesting also to note that this person
has no medical qualifications and that
prior to the purchase and installation
of the Tronado machine no documentation
was available on either the basic equip-
ment itself or on the scientific principles
involved with the machine.

Mr J. T, Tonkin: That is not true.

Mr RIDGE: In fact, evidence was given
to the subcommittee that Herr Ouettner
showed a marked reluctance to discuss
any of the scientific principles or certain
operating aspects of the equipment.

No doubt the Tronado 5101 machine
was purchased in good faith and in high
hopes. It was ordered by the Western
Australian Government Stores Depart-
ment on the 24th October, 1973, on the
advice of the then Premier of Western
Australia (the Ron. J. T. Tonkin, M.L.A.)
and the Director of the Western Australian
Institute of Radiotherapy and Oncology,
(Dr J. Bolt). I submit it was purchased

1678



(Wednesday, 7 May. 1975] i679

with unseemly haste, because the trans-
action took place only one month after
the machine had first been demonstrated
in Hamburg Germany, by its inventor,
Herr Guettnier.

At that point in time no human patients
had been treated on the machine any-
where in the world; no technical evalua-
tion had been made by Western Australian
experts: the advice of the Western Austra-
lian Cancer Council was not sought; some
details of circuitry had been kept secret
by the inventor; there had been no cost
evaluation by Western Australian author-
ities, and yet $270 000 of taxpayers' money
was spent on a unit which was subse-
quently valued at a little over $30 000.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Rubbish!
Mr RIDGE: The machine arrived in

Perth on the 5th March, 1974, and in-
stallation commenced immediately under
the direction of its inventor. The first
Patients were treated in Perth on the 18th
March, 1974, only 13 days after the arrival
of the machine.

Hearing these facts in mind, one could
possibly be excused for wondering if the
Leader of the Opposition is not appealing
to people's emotions in order to justify
his Purchase of the unit. Many queries
remain unanswered. Why was no techni-
cal or cost valuation carried out before
Purchase? Does the machine function as
claimed by the Leader of the Opposition?
Are there any harmful effects to patients
or the operators of the machine? Who is
responsible for the service and mainten-
ance of the unit? Why were not claims
substantiated by animal experimentation?

I submit that there have been no satis-
factory answers to many of these ques-
tions and this has led to mounting dis-
quiet among doctors because the machine
has not been subjected to proper scienti-
fic trial.

Mr Skidmuore: Do You suggest that no
experimentation was made on animals be-
fore the machine was used on human
beings who were suffering from cancer?

Mr RIDGE: Medical researchers suggest
that certain guidelines have been adopted
for experimentation to be carried out on
animals before certain appliances are to
be used on human beings. However I
will refer to that in just a minute.

Mr Skidmore: I hope you do.
Mr RIDGE: The Leader of the Oppo-

sition remarked on the medical research
done by Louis Pasteur and John Lister and
he referred to them as being regarded by
members of their Profession as madmen.

Mr Bryce: So they were.
Mr RIDGE: However, whilst history re-

cords this as being so, it also records the
fact that their experimentation was con-
ducted in a highly ethical manner by the
use of animals and not on human beings
when conducting their research work. If

for no other reason than this, it is in-
appropriate to compare Guettner with
these two pioneers.

It is acknowledged practice for experi-
mentation on human beings to be preceded
by proper evaluation and in this regard
the National Health and Medical Research
Council has laid down guidelines, and I
should like to refer to some of those guide-
lines. I have before me Appendix V-
Statement on Human Experimentation.
This was Prepared by the National Health
and medical Research Council. It reads-

The collection of data from planned
experimentation on human beings is
desirable for the advancement of
knowledge necessary for improving
human welfare. Experiments range
from those undertaken as a part of
patient care to those undertaken
either on Patients or on healthy sub-
jects for the purpose of contributing
to knowledge. investigators have
ethical and legal responsibilities to-
wards their subjects and should
therefore observe the following prin-
ciples:

The research must conform to gen-
erally accepted moral and scientific
principles.
The investigator, after careful con-
sideration and appropriate consul-
tation, must be satisfied that the
possible advantage to be gained
from the work justifies any dis-
comfort or risks involved.
Wherever possible, the research
should be based o)n prior laboratory
and animal experiments....
The research should be conducted
only by suitably qualified persons
having available facilties for the
proper conduct of the work and for
dealing with emergencies.
New therapeutic or experimental
procedures which are at the stage
of early evaluation and which may
have long-term effects should not be
undertaken unless appropriate pro-
vision has been made for long-term
care and observation....
The investigator must discontinue
or modify the research if, during
the course of the experiment, it be-
come apparent that continuation
may be harmful.
This Statement emphasises the de-

sirability of consultation, the Continu-
ing duty of the investigator towards
the subject, the Provision of full faci-
lities, and the need to ensure compre-
hension by the subject before accept-
ing his consent.

A leading British medical specialist and
research worker (Sir George Pickering),
writing for a WHO publication In 1970
said-

To use a therapy widely without its
having been subjected to clinical trial,
is amoral and antisocial.
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However, the machine did not go Into use time of study and tie presentation of the
in Perth without the benefit of clinical
trials, and because early claims in rela-
tion to it were not fulfilled, because the
machine was not proven as being an effec-
tive and beneficial instrument, and be-
cause It was used prior to all testing and
surprising claims were made early in Its
use, a number of organisations and Indi-
viduals expressed concern. This concern
led to the Minister for Health In Western
Australia (Mr Baxter) requesting that the
Therapeutic Methods Subcommittee of the
NHMRC prepare a confidential report on
the Tronado machine.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: At the request of Pro-
fessor Barter.

Mr RIDGE: The request was made by
the Minister for Health.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: By the professor In
the first place to the Minister. Why not
be honest about it?

Sir Charles Court: He is not being dis-
honest at all.

Mr RIDGE: A report was requested on
the Tronado machine and this report has
since been received and was tabled in this
House on the 15th April this year.

The Inquiry into and report on the use
of the machine was conducted by a team
of highly eminent specialists who acted
under the auspices of the NHMRC. I am
sure no-one would deny that the Govern-
ment was seeking its advice from the most
highly competent sources and with the
best possible motive.

Mr Hartrey: How do we know?
Mr RIDGE: Because I Just told the

House. How about that? It was a com-
mittee of professional experts, and Included
two specialist radio-therapists-a senior
lecturer in electrical engineering from the
University of Melbourne, and a medical
director of the Peter McCallum Clinic
which is Probably the leading cancer Insti-
tution In the southern hemisphere.

This was na mean body of men and now
we find the Leader of the Opposition calls
upon this House to appoint a Select Com-
mittee to review and report upon the re-
port of this expert subcommittee. I, for
one, could not be a party to such a sug-
gestion. As I stated previously, I do not
regard the members of this House as hav-
ing the qualifications to Involve themselves
in such a highly complex scientific matter.

Members are now well aware that the
report of the committee was not particu-
larly complimentary, and as a. result of
the document Produced by these people,
the boards of management of various hos-
pitals in the metropolitan area determined
that no new Patients should be treated on
the machine.

Hearing in mind that the approach to
the use of the machine for the treatment
of cancer appeared to alter between the

report, the Government acted quickly in
asking the NHMRC to arrange for the
subcommittee to visit Perth again as a
matter of urgency with a view to reassess-
Ing the capabilities of the unit. In fact.
the Government raised this matter with
the NHMRC before the report was actu-
ally Presented to this Rouse.

It has since been formalised in a
letter by the Minister for Health and I
understand the NHMvRC has now agreed
to conduct this further investigation.

However, it then became obvious that
it was necesary to evaluate the results of
treatment so far obtained and once more
the Minister for Health acted quickly and
responsibly in announcing the appoint-
met of a committee to undertake this
task. The Leader of the Opposition saw
this decision as being a victory for the
People; and if taken In the context of its
being a sound, logical, and humane de-
cision by a responsible Government, then
Perhaps it was a victory for the people.
On the other hand, the decision was
reached on the grounds of its being the
only practical way to assess a matter such
as this.

Cabinet saw the desirability of divorcing
the investigations from some of the emo-
tiveness and expressions of opinion by lay
people.

The Leader of the Opposition also asks
that the use of the machine be not with-
held from any patient desiring treatment,
at least until certain inquiries have been
conducted. While I appreciate his motive
and his good intentions, I would like to
make it abundantly clear that at no time
has the Government ever directed the
medical profession to stop using the
machine. It never involved itself in any
way whatever; but now it is suggested we
should tell the medical profession to use
the machine.

The Government considers it does not
have the authority to do this, and, what
is more, the Government does not want
the authority to tell the medical profes-
sion what to do. We believe the medical
profession operates under a highly accept-
able code of ethics, and while not without
compassion for those maligned with the
disease, we regard the future usage of the
machine as being in the hands of those
neople who have devoted their working
lives to the study and treatment of cancer;
that is, members of the medical profes-
sion.

Many people seem to be under the im-
pression that the State Government is res-
ponsible for issuing an edict that the
Tronado machine was not to be used. I
let it be known here that this is com-
pletely devoid of the truth and I believe
this Is illustrated to some extent by the
fact that one of the machines is still in
use In Private Practice. I ask members of
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this House whether they feel competent
to play God on this matter, because this
is virtually what they are being asked to
do.

Admittedly, some very eminent qualified
members of the medical profession have
disagreed with the findings of the NHvMC
and have advocated allowing people the
opportunity to grasp at straws of hope;
but so, too, have equally well-qualified
people cautioned us against the continued
use of the machine and demanded that
proper clinical trials be conducted.

Who are we to judge which faction is
correct? It would be an understatement
to say that there is the greatest contusion
as to the merits of this particular machine
and the advisability of its continued use;
and I intend to illustrate this by making
a reference to a number of Press clip-
pings. I am sorry to have to do this, but
I believe it is important to try to get the
message across that there are many diverse
opinions as to whether the machine is, in
fact, able to cure or act as a palliative,
or anything else.

Mr Skidmuore: Save your time. We accept
that as a fact. There are many diverse
opinions.

Mr RIDGE: Let me read some of them.
In The West Australian on the 11th April
an article appeared as follows--

Tronado design for the U.S.
A radiotherapist and a physicist

from the United States who have been
studying the Tronado microwave
machine and Its use in Perth returned
home last night with the Intention
of building three or four similar
machines.

They are people to whom the Leader of
the Opposition referred; that is, Dr Horn-
back and a physicist In the department of
which he Is the head. To continue-

Dr H-ornback said they would build
microwave therapy machines for the
treatment of cancer in experimental
animals--

For a start. He went on to say-
-and for the treatment of human
cancer.

He went on to make some very compli-
mentary remarks about the machine and
towards the end of the article he issued
a warning when he said-

"There is much to hope for In micro-
wave therapy, We need much more
research to determine how the treat-
ment should be given, and for how
long."'

I am not saying he condemned the ma-
chine.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: He also said that it was
the most exciting cancer therapy he had
seen in his life.

Mr RIDGE: He may have said that--
Mr Skidmore: He did say It.

Mr RIDGE: -but It is not in this article
and even if it were I would not necessarily
read it out because if I read the complete
contents of all these articles it would take
a long time. I ant trying to be fair in my
assessment by referring to statements
made by those on both sides. in The We 'st
Australian on the 17th April a doctor
claimed that a report on the unit was
hasty.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Who was that?
Mr RIDGE: The article reads--

Radiotherapist Dr Alan Nelson
wanted the National Health and Medi-
cal Research Council's sub-committee
of inquiry into the Tronado microwave
machine to revisit Perth before Issuing
their report on the machine.

He wrote to the Minister for Health,
Mr Baxter, in February asking that
the committee be asked to follow Up its
October visit, on which the report was
based.

Once again he made reference to the ma-
chine and was very complimentary as to
the possibilities of its continued use.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: He ought to know
plenty about it. He operates it.

Mr RIDGE: Sure. On the 19th April in
the Sunday Independent was a completely
different opinion. The following head-
ig appeared, "Tronado Useless-Expert."

Mr J. T. Tonkin. Who was that?
Mr RIDGE: If the Leader of the Oppo-

sition will give me a chance I will tell
him. The article reads-

There is no evidence that the 'Pro-
nado cancer machine can cure malig-
nant disease, it was claimed today.

Dr John Billings, chairman of the
National Health and Medical Research
Council, strongly defended the coun-
cil's anti-Tronado report.

He dismissed claims by Dr Alan
Nelson, one of the three radiothera-
pists using a Tranado machine in
Perth, that the report was "six months
out of date, and actually irrelevant to
the Current mode of use of the 'Pro-
nado."

He referred to an open letter to the Min-
ister for Health In Western Australia. Of
course, as I said Previously, Dr Nelson had
asked that the therapeutic methods sub-
committee of the NHMRC come back to
Perth because of a different form of treat-
ment being used: but the Minister for
Health also agreed to this and did, in fact,
write to the committee before he ever re-
ceived the report from the council.

On the 26th April in the Weekend News
was a rather Interesting story from the
designer of the machine (Mr Guettner).
le talks of having been apprehended and
held for, I think, 48 hours by the police
on the suspicion of having committed of-
fences against the country's health laws
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because he was conducting a Tronado clinic
somewhere in his country. He then went
on to say-

"I was released on ball of 100 000
Swiss francs. The ball money was
raised by my 13 patients in Liechten-
stein. They and their relatives gave
me a hero's welcome when I stepped
from Vaduz gaol.

"I was smothered in flowers. ..

Obviously these people had abounding faith
in the qualities of the machine they had
been using. He said-

"We made the mistake of cutting
across ethical codes out of ignor-
ance...

That was why he was apprehended by the
authorities and held for 48 hours.

This is what I claim we are doing. We
are cutting across ethical codes, but this
is not out of ignorance because the medical
Profession has been telling us we should
not be displaying this Ignorance. We have
been told that the machine needs proper
evaluation by expert people.

Mr McIver: You are merely quoting from
newspaper cuttings.

Mr RIDGE: Sure I am quoting from
newspaper cuttings. I said I would.

Mr Mclver: That is no substantiation.
Mr RIDGE: Then people started writing

to the opinion column. A notable doctor
from Floreat Park absolutely condemns
the use of the machine.

Mr J7. T. Tonkin: Has he ever treated
any cancer patients?

Mr RIDGE: I cannot answer that ques-
tion. I do not know. He says-

If the Tronado machine ceases to
exist, those who wish to have the
treatment can give it to themselves
by purchasing a microwave oven.

I do not go along with that because it
is possibly a stupid statement.

Mr Skidmore interjected.
Mr RIDGE: I just said that it was not

so. If the member for Swan had listened
to me instead of bellowing his lungs out,
he would have heard me.

This same person, Dr Osborn, went on
to say-

I have seen that the Tronado treat-
ment severely damages arteries, almost
blocking them. Hence, instead of giv-
ing the patient a "last chance" It takes
it away from him.

Another person to whom the Leader of the
Opposition referred was Dr Walter Hodson.
An article under the heading, "U.S. doctor
raps Tronado 'fight'", in part reads as
follows--

One of America's top medical men
today said the Tronado "squabble" was
a discredit to the medical profession.

Dr Walter Hodson, director of Edu-
cation for the U.S. National Health
Federation, said the machine had not
been properly investigated.

What is more, he went on to make corn-
plimnentary remarks about the machine. He
said-

Use of the machine should be con-
tinued till there was absolute evidence
that it Produced harmful effects.

In my opinion, this is too late. Dr Hodson
went on to say-

The function of the government is
to educate and direct on such matters
-not compel,...

Apparently Dr Hodson wants the Govern-
ment to direct the medical profession to
use the machine. If they are directed, they
will be compelled. Dr Hodson does not
want the patients to be compelled to use
the machine, because that would be an
infringement on their freedom.

Mr Hartrey: That is quite right.
Mr RIDGE: He is one of the greatest

proponents of the machine.
Mr Moiler: If the patient wants to con-

tinue treatment be should be allowed to
do so.

Mr RIDGE: On the other hand, he is
saying that if the patient wants to be
treated the doctor should be compelled to
use the machine. That is what is meant.
An article appeared in the Press on the 1st
May, 1975, under the heading "Doctor
tells of side effects", and, In part, it reads
as follows-

A WA pathologist said yesterday he
knew two cases in which cancer Pa-
tients rns-iv-d serious side efilcts from
Tronado treatment.

Dr Gladstone Osborn. of Floreat
Park, said the kidneys of one patient
who had1 breast cancer were severely
damaged by heat.

The other, who had cancer of the
larynx, suffered "boiled" arteries.

Dr Gladstone said microwave ther-
apy did not have a place in the treat-
ment of cancer.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Has he ever treated a
cancer Patient?

Mr O'Neil: He is giving examples of
various patients.

Sir Charles Court: We listened to Your
case.

Mr RIDGE: The member for Northam
referred to people reading newspaper ex-
tracts. last week we sat here for two
hours while the Leader of the Opposition
read case histories and newspaper reports.

Mr J. 'T. Tonkin: No, they were letters
from Patients.

Sir Charles Court: And I remind the
Leader of the Opposition he had a very
good hearing.
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Mr O'Connor: Members opposite do not
seem to have the courtesy to listen to the
Minister.

Mr RIDGE: An article appeared on the
3rd May, 1974.

Mr Mclver: The Minister should speak
sincerely.

Mr RIDGE: Is the member opposite say-
ing that I am not speaking sincerely?

Mr J1. T. Tonikin: As a matter of fact,
If the Minister wants my firm opinion I am
sorry to say I do not think he is speaking
sincerely.

Mr RIDGE: I can assure members op-
posite that I believe In what I am saying.
The article published on the 3rd May was
rather remarkable. It was headed "Holt: I
no longer use Tronado" and, in part, reads
as follows--

Dr John Halt, head of Gairdner
Hospital's department of radiotherapy,
said today that he was not using the
Tronado machine.

"The Tronado is still standing there,
but I have not been using it for some
months;." he said.

Mr J, T. Tonkin: H-ow does the Minister
know he ever said that?

Mr RIDGE: I said, when I commenced
to speak, that I would refer to newspaper
reports. I did not say they were true.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: You said Dr Holt made
that statement.

Mr RIDGE: Dr Holt continued-
"I am using standing ubhystotherapy

generators with microwaves beamed
through a television-type aerial.

"I am not using the Tronado with
all Its associated equipment. Dr Alan
Nelson is using the Tronado treat-
ment-head and generators but not the
circuitry of the Tronado as patented
by Mr Wolfgang Guettner.

"Dr Nelson may be under the im-
pression that he is using the original
Tronado, but this is not so.

"It is because I am not using Mr
CGuettner's Tronado that I never refer
to It in my reports on my work. I talk
only about VHF (very high frequency)
radio."

We have been accused of bringing pol-
itics into this debate. I refer members to
the newspaper article headed "AILP starts
Tronado campaign". It reads. In part-

The ALP State executive called last
night on affiliated unions and
branches to campaign for the contin-
ued use of the Tronado machine.

Mr Bryce: The Labor Party attacked
your Minister for Health.

Mr O'Neil: Who is attacking whom?
The SPEAKER: order!
Mr RIDGE: I believe a veiry good letter

was published In The West Australian of
the 6th May. 1975. It was written by Dr

Christopher Hill, and it Is possible It will
appeal to both sides of this House. Dr
Hill said-

Isn't it time we all stopped being
over-emotional about the Tronado
machine?

Isn't It time we all stopped trying to
pretend that a big, bad, research com-
mittee Is trying to sabotage a new and
wonderful cancer cure?

Isn't It time we remembered those
who have lost husbands or wives, the
Tronado machine notwithstanding,
from this cruel disease?

Is nothing sacred? Can nothing
these days be left to those who bend
their brains, their time, their lives (in
some cases) to this work? Will news-
Papers or Politicians find us a cancer
cure?

His letter continued-
This is niot, therefore, a time for

emotion: it is a timne for thought, a,
time for research, a time for the most
scientific and independent assessment
of any method that presents Itself.

Mr Mclver: That could be achieved by
supporting the motion moved by the Lead-
er of the Opposition.

Sir Charles Court: You are not serious.
are you?

Mr RIDGE: Could we, really? 1Dr
Michael Quinlan, head of Department of
Nuclear Medicine, Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital, wrote a letter as follows--

You reported (May 1) that Mr Ton-
kin had said the Tron ado had been
prejudiced by the head of one of the
departments at the Galrdner Hospital.

This referred to a comment made to
a radiographer of the then Institute
of Radiotherapy who was asked
whether "the heap of junk had arriv-
ed for which the State Government
was going to pay $250,000."

I should like to plead guilty to hav-
Ing expressed that opinion and affrm
that I stand by it in ease Mr Tonkin's
speech gives the impression that I
should be ashamed of it or that I
should feel I had said something
flippant.

Ile goes on at some length to explain why
be felt that way. On the same day Dr
N. J. Davis wrote-

The Public of Western Australia
have real cause for concern. A mach-
ine costing more than a quarter of a
million dollars was purchased by a
politician with public money with-
out the approval being given, or even
sought, by any committee of scientific
advisers.

Now, when full evaluation of the
machine reveals that it is useless in
the treatment of cancer, that same
politician is attempting to discredit
the evaluation, and make his own
medical judgments,
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Mr Jamieson: Did he place his Liberal
party membership number at the bottom
of the letter?

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Is he not an expert?
Mr RIDGE: In the last day or so we

have seen a report which emanated from
senior doctors at the Sir Charles Galrdner
Hospital. They stated that the Tronado
machine was ineffective. On the 6th May,
1975, a report appeared under the beading
"Doctor: Some stifler". It reads in part, as
follows--

A doctor from Gairdner Hospital
told the ALP State Executive last night
he had seen some patients who had
suffered because of Tronado machine
treatment.

He said there were those who had
suffered severe bouts of nausea and
vomiting. Some had been so weak
they could not stand.

"I have seen no-one I can honestly
say has received benefit from this
machine," he said.

He had to manage a patient who,
through a wrong diagnosis of tumour
on the brain, was given deep therapy,

This is a very important point. People
have been treated as a result of a wrong
diagnosis.

Mr Jamieson: That could happen with
anything,

Mr RIDGE: The article continues--
This resulted in total brain radiation

which made the patient, a woman,
extremely sick.

"Tronado treatment she had did her
no good at all," he said.

It then goes on to say-
The doctor wanted the State Execu-

tive to ask the hospitals to carry out
careful clinical trials.

His move was rejected by the execu-
tive and the recomunendation was car-
ried.

That was a recommendation that unions
support the move to have the use of the
machine continued. The majority of these
statements were attributed to doctors. The
editorial in this morning's issue of The
West Australian certainly does apply. In
Part, it reads--

The community has nio proper course
other than to submit a controversial
matter of this kind to expert inquiry, as
the State Goverrnent has done. And
in this sphere only foolhardy lay
opinion-whether it be that of politi-
cians, political parties, Private citizens
or newspapers-flies in the face of ex-
pert findings.

F'rom those quotations members will see
that they are virtually being asked to ad-
judicate on a matter on which members of
the medical profession cannot agree. I be-
lieve the Leader of the Opposition is ap-
pealing to our emotional judgment, but this

is not a matter which should be assessed
on emotional sympathy. The situation
needs to be resolved by a proper and
scientific assessment of the unit and I sub-
mit that members of this House are not
capable of providing such an assessment.

Mr Hartrey Interjected.

Mr RIDGE: I wish the member for Haul-
der-flundas would stop talking to himself
because I cannot hear a word he is saying.

I believe in this matter the Leader of the
Opposition is allowing his heart to rule his
head. He has criticised the subcommittee of
the National Health and Medical Research
Council.

Mr Bryce: It is about time we saw some
heart from your side.

Sir Charles Court: That is what we are
trying to show.

Mr RIDGE: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion said he would not be prepared to
accept a further investigation by the same
special committee. That statement prompts
one to ask: Is he afraid of the result of
such an investigation?

In concluding his speech, the Leader of
the Opposition said-

I leave the matter at that, hoping
that each individual member of this
House who votes to deny the continued
use of the Tronado machine will re-
member that he Is taking upon himself
the personal responsibility of bringing
about the death of a number of people
who could be given a longer period of
-life, to say the least..

I regard that as a statement designed blat-
antly to play upon the sympathy of mem-
bers. I might also remind members, if that
was an appeal to their emotions, that of
the 317 people who were initially treated
on the machine, more than half are now
dead. It could conceivably be found in the
future that this machine contributed to the
death of some of those People. That could
bear heavily on the conscience of members
who support the proposition put forward
by the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr Skidmnore: Could I suggest-
Mr RIDGE: No, the member cannot sug-

gest anything at the moment because I
intend to suggest something myself.

In conclusion, may I say that if the
Tronado machine is capable of providing
a cure, or a partial cure, or is capable
of prolonging the life of any cancer suf-
ferer without other dangerous side effects,
the Government will be highly deligh ted.
But, as I said previously, we do not con-
sider it our right or responsibility to de-
termnine whether, in fact, any claims can
be substantiated. Accordingly, an evalua-
tion of the machine will be left to those
who are most competent to undertake the
task.
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While we reject the motion proposed by
the Leader of the Opposition we recognise
that many people appear to have abound-
Ing faith in the potential of the Tronado
machine, illustrated by the number of
signatures on the petition which is now
on the Table of the House-and as a
demonstration of our concern we pro-
pose to appoint an expert committee of
medical practitioners to examine the de-
sirability and the practicability of the
continued use of the machine.

If the House, in its wisdom, should see
fit to accept such a proposition, I believe
it should be pointed out very clearly that
if the medical profession is given the auth-
ority, or the medical profession decides it
wishes to continue to use the machine at
the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, it
should be clearly understood by any pro-
spective Patient that the people charged
with the use of the machine-the doctors,
nurses, radiotherapists, and any other
workers--would require complete indem-
nity against any action that might be
taken against them through the courts or
by any other means at some future time.

Mr Janmeson: Now who is being emo-
tional?

Amendments to Motion
Mr RIDGE: Accordingly, in relation to

the motion moved by the Leader of the
Opposition, I now move an amendment-

Delete all words after the word
"House" in line 1 with a view to sub-
stituting the following words--

The Government should examine.
with the advice of an expert com-
mittee of medical practitioners
(including some with practical ex-
perience of the treatment of can-
cer) and in consultation with the
Hospital Boards involved, the de-
sirability and Practicability of
making the use of the Tronado
Cancer Machine available to any
patients requiring such treatment
on medical advice, pending com-
pletion, receipt and consideration
of reports of enquiries currently
being undertaken or proposed by
the Government.

The SPEAKER: Is there a seconder?
Sir CHARLES COURT: I second the

amendment.

MRt DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9.02
p.m.]: Whilst we know that this amend-
ment will eventually be carried, I oppose
the deletion of the words because of those
which winl be substituted. If we agree to
the substitution of these words, we will be
right back to the position in which we
now find ourselves. People who have been
most critical of the action taken to install
the machine in Western Australia will be
the ones who will once again force judg-
ment on the public. It Is for this very
reason that we sought a Select Committee

of this Parliament. A Select Committee
has special Powers, and it is able to Call
evidence in a way which a committee ap-
Pointed by this Government could not do.

For a start I would like to know details
of the membership of the proposed com-
mittee; what witnesses will be called oefore
the committee; and what witnesses will be
restricted from appearing before the com-
mittee. The Minister has sat down and
left us completely up in the air with these
questions completely unanswered.

Sitting here tonight in unaccustomed
quiet, I was tempted to interject on a
few occasions. However, I did not say one
word. My mind went back to the 28th
November, 1974, when I stood up here to
criticise the inactivity in regard to a
machine which had been imported into
Western Australia to provide certain treat-
ment. We all know this is the Dr Mtiller
treatment for arteriosclerosis. On that
evening the Minister representing the
Minister for Health in this House stood
up and vehemently opposed my remarks.
He read from a prepared speech, and I
believe that speech was written by the
same person who prepared his speech to-
night; a Person who does not appear to
have too many ethics. As I said, the
Minister opposed me vehemently and in
effect I was told to mind my own business.
I proceeded to mind my own business and
now, some six or seven months later, not
one further step has been taken to use
that machine. However, what amazes and
saddens me is that in last night's copy of
the Dlaily, News, the man who is responsible,
or who should be responsible for seeing
that the machine is put into operation,
has his Photograph in the Press-although
he is not identified-and we see that this
same doctor is on the Medical Advisory
Committee of the Sir Charles Gairdner

Hsital.
The inaction we saw in one case is again

apparent in another. It makes me wonder
whether under any circumstances we can
change the opinion of these people who
set themselves up in Judgment. We want
a lay opinion. The amendment moved by
the Minister does not even suggest the
appointment of a layman to the committee.
Surely to goodness the Parliament is en-
titled to some representation. There are
People other than medical men who should
be able to argue with the doctors. On
many occasions we have heard interjec-
tions that doctors have been proved to be
wrong on more than just a few occasions.

Mr Skidmore: And scientists too.
Mr DAVIES: We cannot disagree with

a great deal of what the Minister said.
We cannot disagree with many of his
statements leading up to the amendment,
but what we can disagree with is the bias
and selectiveness he has shown in the
statements he has quoted. The absolute
difference between the Opposition and the
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Government on this occasion is that the
Government wants to kill and wve u'ant
to cure. That is exactly what it boils down
to because the Minister has highlighted
only those points which he believes can
be damaging to the cause. Of course it
is politics that one does not agree with
one's opponents, but we had hoped that
on this Particular occasion, and In view
of the very good hearing given to the
Leader of the Opposition, the Government
members would forget politics.

I heard the best speech I have ever
heard in this House the other night, 1
have listened to speeches of four hours,
duration, but the two-hour speech made
by the Leader of the opposition was she
best I have ever heard. I must congratu-
late the Government, and indeed, the
entire House, on the hearing that was
given to him. If members look at Hansard
they will see that apart from one or two
minor interjections by the Minister for
Police, the only real interjections came
from the Premier when some of his state-
ments were queried. I will deal with thcse
statements later, although I understand I
have only 20 minutes to talk to the a.mend-
ment. Is that correct, Sir?

The SPEAKER: You are right; It Js 20
minutes.

Mr DAVIES: I will have to restrict my
remarks on this occasion. Later on I
hope I will be able to speak to the motion.
The Minister highlighted the need for
further action to be taken along the lines
we proposed; that is, that the machine
should continue to be used. No-one is at-
tempting to force the doctors to give the
treatment; no-one is attempting to force
any patient to have the treatment.

The bulk of the interjections to the
speech made by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion came from the Premier. On that occa-
sion the Premier attempted to imply that
we were seeking to force the medical staff
to use the Tronado treatment. Nothing
is further from the truth. That is an old
political trick, of course, but on that occa-
sion I doubt whether anyone believed the
Premier. He drew an analogy with fluoride
and compulsory X-rays, but of course, the
public was forced to accept fluoride and
compulsory X-rays, whether they liked
them or not. To say that Parliament needed
to express its opinion on the Tronado
machine in exactly the same way as we
had expressed an opinion on fluoride and
compulsory X-rays is completely incorrect,
There is no analogy at all. I have pointed
out some of the weaknesses in the argu-
ment put forward by the Premier and the
Government.

I am surprised at the narrowness in
thinking which has obviously developed,
and has filtered through Into the Minister's
statement tonight. Considering the history
of this issue that has evolved over the past
few weeks, the Minister was extremely
selective in his quotations. I believe we can

be Just as selective, but far more objective
in the quotations we make. The Minister
completely disregarded the recent Wash-
ington conference-the symposium on
cancer therapy. It has another name which
escapes me for the moment, but the con-
ference discussed the treatment of cancer
with various forms of heat. Because I do
not have much time, I cannot discuss the
conference at great length now.

Dr Dadour:, Hyperthermia.

Mr DAVIES; However, I hope that later
in the evening I will have this opportunity.
For the Minister to say that the machine
was bought without considered opinion
shows that he has not done very much
research. The Minister said the machine
was bought without considered opinion and
the results of the treatment were not as
favourable as we hoped they would be, and
therefore, another committee should look
at the machine.

I was the Minister at the time the ma-
chine was purchased. I believe I have
stated on other occasions that, at the re-
quest of the then Premier, I requested
the then Commissioner of Public Health
to have a further look at the documents
which had been presented to us and which
outlined the likely benefits that could ensue
tram treatment on the Tronado machine.
On the information given to me by the
then Commissioner of Public Health, it
appeared that the treatment could be
beneficial. For a long time it has been
understood that heat provides some bene-
ficial effects in the treatment of cancer.
It was because the then commissioner told
me that, and I conveyed this information
to the Premier, that the submission was
made that Dr Holt should look at the
machine while he was abroad. There is
nothing wrong with that, and the same
commissioner was associated with the
Cancer Council.

we have been asked why we did not
refer the matter to the Cancer Council.
For two years this council was in complete
disarray, and as Minister I had amend-
ments to the appropriate Act suggested to
me to see whether we could get some sense
and create some order in the Cancer Coun-
cil, I was sick of members of the council
coming to me to inform me of the In-fight-
ing in the council. We wanted to divide
the council so that there was a clinical
section, a research section, and a fund-
raising section. You ask me why we did
not refer it to the council? I realise, Mr
Speaker, you are not asking me that, but
the House may be interested to know why
we did not.

At that time the Cancer Council mounted
a campaign for $1 million for research. I
thought it would be an inopportune time to
introduce legislation which would highlight
the disarray within the council whilst the
public was being asked to supply funds. I
be-an to feel it was not quite moral to
ask the public to give money to a body
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such as the Cancer Council. However, my
eventual reasoning was that as the money
was coming in, we could Perhaps organise
some firm basis for research as we would
have the money and the legislation could be
introduced at a later Stage. The members
of the council could not agree amongst
themselves, I was sick to death of their
complaints, and this was the only reason
the matter was not referred to the council.

If I had been directed to refer the matter
to the council, I would have spoken out
against such action. Dr Holt is eminent in
bis field; he was going abroad; and I
believed we could reasonably accept his
recommendations. That is what we did.
Why did not the Cancer Council do some-
thing about objecting at the time? The
information available to the Premier, to
the Commissioner of Public Health, to Dr
Holt, and to me, was just as readily
available to the council. Incidentally, the
Commissioner of Public Health was on the
Cancer Council at that time. Why did not
the council ask to be permitted to express
an opinion on the treatment? I received
nothing from the council about this
machine, and neither did the then Prem-
ier. Apparently it was completely disin-
terested in what was going on. Perhaps
Its members sneered and said the machine
would be no good, but I had no idea and
I can only imagine what the motives of
the council might have been. However, I
suggest it was In such disarray that it was
not even interested in what was going on
at the time. I do not know whether it is
any better now because it has not been
restructured but I have a few pages of
notes on my table regarding the council
which give me cause for concern.

Let us not use the argument that it
cannot be any good because It has not
been proved by the Cancer Council. The
Cancer Council has yet to prove itself,
and to prove it is doing the job It was
set up to do.

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes remaining.

Mr DAVIES: As I have already said, it
might be necessary at least to amend the
suggested amendment so that It Provides
for a layman with some interest and ex-
perience In the matter to be a member of
the committee, even if it be a Patient who
has undergone treatment on the Tronado
machine. This is what we really want, and
it is not unreasonable, knowing that In
the run of things, because the Government
has the numbers, the House eventually
will carry the motion.

I believe there is plenty of experience
to be gained from those who have had
treatment on the Tronado machine. At
least they are still walking around and
can give some practical evidence as to
how they feel about the machine and
what their reaction has been. I am sure
many of them must be associated, one
with the other, and would be able to refer

cases to the board and perhaps suggest
additional evidence or, in fact, provide
additional evidence which may be of some
use to the committee.

It has been suggested that the machine
cannot be any good because it was not
designed by a medical man. I believe that
to be all nonsense. We do not need a cook
to design a toaster; in fact, I doubt
whether a cook could design a toaster.
However, I assume the man who designed
the Tronado machine would be an electri-
cal scientist or engineer.

Mr Jamieson: He would be an electron-
ics expert.

Mr DAVIES: Yes, Probably he was an
electronics expert and would have the
knowledge to know what he wanted the
machine to do when it was completed.
Having known something of the treatment
of cancer by heat over the years he was
probably well motivated In what he was
trying to do.

I oppose the amendment to the motion
moved by the Leader of the Opposition. A
Select Committee, with the special pow-
ers a Select Committee has, is the proper
body to investigate further the various
reports, and to try to evaluate not only
the report but also the evidence from the
Patients and that Which has come forward
following the Washington conference.
These are the Points we want to have ex-
amined. Above all, we want the machine
to continue in use; we do not want to force
anybody to undergo treatment or any doc-
tor to prescribe the treatment; we merely
wish to allow ally interested doctor who
honestly believes some benefit can ensue
to a cancer sufferer from treatment on the
Tronado machine to have the right to
order that treatment for that patient.

MRt HARTRtEY (Boulder-Dundas) [9.18
pin.]: I understand that, at the moment,
we are debating the question of whether
certain words shall be removed from the
motion moved by the Leader of the Op-
position.

The SPEAKER: That is correct.
Mr HARThEY: As the amendment has

been read to the House, and as most of us
would appreciate the general terms of the
Proposition Put by the Government. I do
not intend to quote it again. Like the last
speaker, the member for Victoria Park, I
say it would be deplorable if this motion
were massacred by the amendment; there-
fore, the words ought not to be deleted.

On a subject of this kind we are always
warned that we must not be emotional. I
have no special reason to be emotional
about the subject, thank God, because
none of my relatives are afflicted with this
particular disease and, to the best of my
knowledge, neither am 1. However, I do
not condemn a man who makes an emo-
tional speech; In fact, very often I admire
him because an emotional speech is almost
always more interesting to listen to and
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frequently is more convincing than the
cut and dried cliches which pass for rea-
son amongst a great number of people,
not excluding those in our own profession
of politics.

One could start with the very commend-
able and quite unemotional euphemism,
"Doctors differ". The honourable mem-
ber who made such an eloquent and well
Presented speech in opposition to the mo-
tion moved by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion gave us an abundance of illustrations
of that very principle of "Doctors differ".
I am surprised that nobody so far has in-
terjected, "So do lawyers"; I do so myself.

However, I would remind the House that
the Government tonight is very concerned
with the professional opinion of certain
doctors whom it describes as eminent-n
doubt they are eminent in their profession:
I would not be qualified to pass an opinion
on that subject, and would not dream of
insulting anybody by excluding him from
that description. The Government tells us
that It is most essential this time that we
follow the opinion of the learned men who
have devoted their lives and dedicated their
Interests-and, Incidentally, made th~i'
living, as I have made mine from another
profession-to this great profession.

That might be a very excellent Idea.
However, not so very long ago the Fluel.
Energy and Power Resources Act Amend-
ment Hill1 came before this House and a
vast majority of members of my profession,
who are learned In the law, condemned It.
In fact, only four out of about 76 members
supported It. They condemned it for be-
ing completely Inconsistent with legal
principles; however, the Government took
no notice of what they said except that the
Minister in charge of the Bill said, "The
members of the Law Society are a bunch
of communists, anyway".

Sir Charles Court: They would not do
the same today. That is one of their
great embarrassments.

Mr HARTREY: The fact remains that
the Government has no sincerity at all in
pretending to worship the medical profes-
sion on this occasion when It completely
ignored just as competent an opinion from
another profession-and, I might add, a
much more unanimous opinion than we
have received from the medical profession.

We have had a series of quotations from
the Press. In ancient times, there were
many ways of conducting trials. Trials
could be conducted by ordeal, by battle, or
by a curious process called compurgation.
Under this system, If a man could get 12
men to swear he did not commit a crime-
whether or not they were present at the
time the crime was committed-and only
10 people swore that he did commit the
crime, he was acquitted. In other words,
it was a vote of the community. The man
who could not muster enough people to
swear that he was Innocent of the charge
was found guilty, irrespective of whether

the "witnesses" were present when the
crime was commnitted. That was in its
time the highly stupid way of trying a
person charged with a crime.

We are asked tonight to have trial by
Press statement. If Press statements were
to be given under oath, and be subject to
cross-examination they might still be false,
as is quite a lot of the evidence coming be-
fore the courts, also under oath and sub-
ject to cross-examination. Press statements
are simply printed versions of what some-
body thinks somebody told somebody else.
That would be the most unreliable ground
upon which to base any scientific or intel-
ligent verdict about anything.

According to the Government leaders we
must believe that any person who is not
highly trained in the medical profession is
incompetent to pass an opinion on this
subject. I remind the House that if a ques-
tion arose as to whether or not a certain
man was killed by poison, the citizens of
this State-a jury of 12 men and women,
not one of whom would have medical ex-
perience-would decide the question, and
they would be the right People to do so.
They would make their decision after
hearing medical evidence as to the effect
of the alleged poison, whether or not the
symptoms of the deceased immediately be-
fore his death indicated the presence of
poison, and so on. flat jury of 12 citi-
zens would make the final decision on the
life or death of the accused person-for
that is what the law enjoins upon them
to do-and it must so decide.

Why cannot the people of Western Aus-
tralia, about 27 000 of whom already have
cast their votes and expressed their desires.
influence this Parliament? Why must we
say that because this particular subject Is
one which has aroused public Interest and
a large amount of enthusiasm in favour
of the Tronado machine, or at least in
favour of Permitting cancer sufferers to
avail themselves of the machine, the public
should not have a say in the eventual
decision?

As the member for Victoria Park made
perfectly clear there is no suggestion that
anyone Is going to be compelled to take
the treatment, or that any doctor shall
administer the treatment; there is no sug-
gestion that anybody will Interfere with
the liberty of anyone. However, the Gov-
ernment is interfering with the liberty of
the people by saying to the cancer suffer-
ers, "We will not let you use the machine
because we will not make It available to
you." There Is no suggestion of compul-
sion on our side, but simply a suggestion
that people who are suffering from a mal-
ignant and often terminal disease-I do
not want to sound too despondent: the
disease Is not always incurable--should be
allowed to undergo treatment on the
machine.

What if the machine accelerates the
death of a patient suffering from terminal
cancer? It might be of great benefit to
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the patient. On the other hand, If treat-
ment contributes anything by way of re-
ducing his pain and easing out his way
of life, why should he be denied this treat-
ment?

I do not think my opinion Is any better
than the opinion of anybody else here,
but it is probably just as good as the
opinion of some of these doctors. I do
not say that the Tronado machine is the
answer to cancer. I would hate to say
that this is the answer to the great prob-
lem which the world has been struggling
to solve for so many years.

This problem arose especially during my
lifetime; up till about 100 years ago, can-
cer was hardly recognised as the menace
It is; but in the past 70 years, It has been
so recognised and has been the object of
study and research by medical scientists,
without much avail. Why should we say
that a machine which in certain instances
seems to give relief to patients and even
to effect cures should not be used at all
because it does not appeal to a group of
medical scientists? I speak of them as
medical scientists because I am not com-
petent to say they are anything else. I
am allowed to have my doubts about it,
though, especially about certain people
who have been so Intolerant in their de-
nunciation of the machine and the treat-
ment.

They are entitled to be sceptical; how-
ever, they are not entitled to be denuncia-
tory, especially when they have had no
real, honest experience in treating cancer
patients on the Tronado machine. This
is aL free country to the extent that they
can Put forward their views; however, we
do not have to be convinced by their re-
marks.

Therefore, I speak in tis vein: Firstly,
the cure, alleviation or handling of any
cancer patient of course is a doctor's job.
It would be ridiculous to allow anyone
without medical qualifications to attempt
to treat cancer patients. Quacks have
done so, and disaster has resulted. How-
ever, once we get a difference of opinion
amongst members of the medical profes-
sion, it does not matter to me whether 99
members of the profession say the machine
does not work and only one says it will,
and In fact demonstrates that it does
work; I would follow the man who demon-
strated that It works. of course, It does
not follow logically or in any other way
that because the machine gives relief to
some-it certainly has given relief to some
people and apparently has cured some
people-it will so benefit all people.

It is quite common to find that a par-
ticular drug gives great relief to a person
suffering from a particular type of disease,
isuch as arthritis, whilst other Persons
.suffering from a different type of arthritis
might not get any relief from the same
drug. That does not mean the drug does
not give relief to particular species of
the disease.

It Is quite possible that the Tronado
machine is no good for treating some types
of cancer sufferers, but as long as it does
some good for others suffering from a
different type of cancer It should not be
put on the blacklist through the bigotry
of a profession which is known for its
bigotry, and for having adopted an atti-
tude in the past against any innovation
science could offer.

Earlier I quoted the case of Pasteur who
discovered inocculatlon against rabies. At
the time he was denounced as a fraud,
and his case was put before the most
eminent doctors of the day. They claimed
that this form of prevention was nonsense
and a lot of rot. Many years earlier there
was a man named Jenner who advocated
vaccination for small pox, and he met with
the same fate as Pasteur. The sceptics said,
"Fncy going around and giving people
smallpox!"

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five more minutes.

Mr HARTREY: At the time the propo-
sition that a horrible scourge, which oc-
curred In the fifteenth and sixteenth cen-
turies, should be inocculated into people,
was regarded as a fantastic idea, yet to-
day inocculation or "vaccination" against
smallpox have proved to be the answer to
the gradual elimination of the disease.
At the time the medical profession took
the same view as the sceptics took. They
said how ridiculous It was to go around
and spread the disease.

That attitude has not changed; the same
conservative, wooden-headed attitude
exists in the profession today. They seem
to think, "We are the experts. We know
everything and you do not. You are telling
us something we do not know, so it must
be wrong. We know because we are the
experts, and we know all that is useful.
Those who do not know what we know,
know nothing. Those who pretend to
know more than we do are charlatans."

Of course many of the people who claim
they can effect cures may be charlatans,
but the scriptures in one passage say, "If
you do not believe the word, believe the
works."

if one can give relief or cure with a
machine, a drug, or through faith healing.
it is no good for the doctors to say, "You
should not have done that, because it has
not been done by medical science." I
say the treatment should be given,
whether or not it is by medical science.
In the case of the Tronado machine the
same thing applies. I make no claim the
machine will cure cancer; I make no claim
it will even alleviate some types of cancer;
and I make no claim of its success, except
to point out that a large number of people
can say and do say what benefit the
machine has been to them. Unless those
people are monstrous liars or lunatics-it
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is evident they are not-then it is
ridiculous for us to say that because the
learned men in the medical profession
who should know everything in their pro-
fession do not know about this treatment,
It is therefore not worth anything.

I say again we should not destroy this
motion moved by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and substitute childish words on
which I shall have something to say when
the insertion of those words is the
question before the Chair.

M4R H. D. EVANS (Warren) [9.35 p.m.]:
Briefly I would like to express my views
on this motion and to make a contribution
to the debate. I oppose the amendment
that has been moved for the deletion of
certain words in the motion moved by
the Leader of the Opposition. I do not
oppose the first section, because obviously
every member in this H-ouse would want
further research to continue into the use
of the Tronado machine. That has never
been in doubt.

The part which is in question, and thus
gives rise to concern, Is contained in the
second Part of the motion, and it is as
follows-

The use of the Tronado cancer
machine should not be withheld from
any patient desiring treatment at
least until this enquiry and the en-
quiries being arranged by the Govern-
ment have been completed and reports
made.

At times we all get into certain difficult
positions, and this evening collectively we
are in one. My reading of the various
reports has been moderately extensive. I
have listened with very great interest to
various opinions expressed by a range of
people, and I find that as a layman I can
come forward with quite a spectrum of
authorities which cover the entire range
of opinions that may be put forward.

To a greater or to a lesser degree we
are all in the same predicament this
evening. So, it comes back to the in-
dividual Judgment of each member of this
Rouse, as to whether he considers the use
of the machine should be allowed to con-
tinue until conclusively and beyond further
argument the merits of the machine have
been established one way or another. To
discontinue the treatment before that
situation has been reached Is, to my way
of thinking, to act negligently in the
extreme.

In listening to the Minister this evening
putting forward his points of view in the
speech prepared for him, I could not help
wondering to what extent deleterious and
harmful effects of the machine have been
established. Have these been established
beyond the realms of full demonstration,
and were they fully conclusive?

it does not seem that they have been,
because for every opinion that can be put
forward to substantiate the treatment pro-
vided by the machine, a counter viewpoint
with equal authority can be produced. The
whole question becomes an academic one
based on the material that has been placed
before us for assessment.

The Minister asked rhetorically what
number of Patients treated on the Tronado
machine had been killed as a result of such
treatment. I suppose that is a fair ques-
tion, but can he tell us whether any of
them would be alive now if they had not
received that treatment? That is an op-
posite point of view that can be put for-
'ward with some degree of validity.

On the point the Minister makes about
the doctors being coerced, I say that a
doctor would have no greater degree of
coercion in this instance than a doctor,
who is confronted with any moral issue
such as a potential abortion patient, would
have. The distinction In the moral sense is
not so very great.

I feel the essence of the controversy
comes down to what my colleague the
member for Boulder-Dundas has clearly
put before us, with his usual lucidity. He
struck a novel note when he made ref er-
ence to trial by newspaper, and this ap-
proach does have some appeal. However,
this comes back to what is left to the
patient who is denied treatment on the
machine. Whilst the machine might not
offer the patient a cure, the deprivation
of treatment on the machine would take
away from the patient the one remaining
factor that might be of benefit to him;
that is hope.

No matter how badly a patient is suffer-
ing, if he can still hang onto hope-no
matter how slender-it is something to
be desired. This is one of the traits of
human beings which has been responsible
for a great many achievements in the
history of mankind. Once hope is removed
there is bleakness and blankness, and thus
a patient finds it very difficult to continue
to face life. In fact, very few of them can.

What does it matter when a patient who
is in a very severe stage of affliction from
the disease Is referred for treatment on
the Tronado machine? Here is at least one
small avenue of hope. Why should It be
denied to him? I am not prepared to take
away what might appear to be a slender
comfort to people who have very little
else to depend upon.

In this respect I would probably be
expressing the general view of the popu-
lace; the motion does not seek to bring
about a permanent requirement. It is tem-
porary to the extent that use of the
machine should cease when a positive
determination by an appropriate commit-
tee can be brought forward.

For those reasons I oppose the amend-
ment.
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DR DADOUR (Sublaco) [9.42 pin.J:* I
have spent a great deal of time and ex-
perienced a great deal of worry In looking
into this matter. Initially I was not op-
posed to the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee of this Parliament to inquire into
the matters mentioned in the motion
moved by he Leader of the Opposition,

However, after a great deal of thought
on the appointment of the proposed Sel-
ect Committee, and after I had rational-
ised with myself that since I have been a
member of this Parliament I have seen
the appointment of a Select Committee to
inquire into homosexuality and another to
inquire into alcoholism, I found there were
no experts in those fields amongst mem-
bers. If there are experts in the House
on the subject matter dealt with in the
first Select Committee I referred to, then
I should keep my back to the wall!

There are no experts among members on
treatment on the Tronado machine. If
there are I would go along with the ap-
pointment of a Select Committee to In-
quire Into its use. A few things have
cropped up in my mind, and one is that
if the Proposed Select Committee is to
do a good job it will have to sit for at
least five years, because we cannot expect
palliative Improvement or so-called cure
in less than five years. That is one reason
I am against the appointment of a. Select
Committee.

My second reason it that being a doc-
tor I am biased, and I find it very hard
to agree to a Select Committee with some
members of It having a bias. That Icads
me to the third point. If a Select Com-
mittee is appointed we will probably end
up with a majority report and a minority
report. That means the report in toto will
not amount to very much. So I cannot see
at Select Committee achieving a great deal
in a short Period of time.

I have come to accept the fact that the
amendment to the motion will not deny
people treatment on the Tronado machine
for the present, provided the boards of the
hospitals and the doctors are agreeable
and the patients are prepared at their own
risk to accept such treatment.

I go along with that argument because,
from the scientific and medical point of
view, when there is a new innovation, or
a treatment has been claimed as a cure.
we have to be very careful not to use the
word "cure" and give false hope. At the
same time, we cannot take hope from
people altogether; this would shorten the
lives of many patients because of their
emotive reactions.

Who knows how we would feel if we
were suffering from cancer and the Tro-
nado' machine was the only means of
treatment left? The point I raise Is that
the Leader of the Opposition and Dr Hlolt
both have their heads on the chopping
block. if it turns out that the machine is
worthless for treating cancer I am sure
those two gentlemen will lose their heads.

It is they who are at risk, not us. On the
other hand, there are many aspects to
this matter. We are placed in a very dif-
ficult position. I, as a doctor, understand
that any unaceepted form of cure must be
really proved by treating animals experi-
mentally and, later, humans experimen-
tally. There are certain principles, as
mentioned by the Minister earlier, to
which we have to adhere particularly with
regard to the treatment of cancer.

Basically I am trained as a doctor and,
as I say, I am probably biased. On the
other hand, from time immemorial we
have been taught that one must not has-
ten to say one has a cure to a disease
which is fatal.

At the turn of the century It was be-
lieved that the injection of arsenic and
bismuth was a cure for syphilis; that a
cure had been found for a disease which
was the great killer of the time. It was a
far greater killer than cancer was or ever
will be. Even when penicillin was intro-
duced we trod very carefully for a num-
ber of years before it was claimed as a
cure. We cannot be blamed for that be-
cause the correlation of facts has to be
very carefully carried out. For that reason
doctors have to be very careful.

I would say from scientific evidence that
Dr Holt has not been using the Tronado
machine, or any part of that machine
whatever. I believe he has been using an
ordinary type of common diathermy which
we use-and which therapists use-to
apply heat treatment. It is a short wave
treatment.

When we look at the scientific evaluation
we come to the conclusion, firstly, there
is one accepted fact and that is hyper-
thermy is now definitely recognised as
having a place in the treatment of cancer.
I believe this is the area in which the re-
qcarch will continue, and where it will go
forward. Hyperthermy is being used more
and more In the United States and will
definitely be an area where cancer treat-
ment will progress.

One wonders whether the Tronado
machine, or one of its components, Is
capable of delivering beat to a tumour.
From what I have been able to ascertain,
scientifically, the microwaves, which come
from the 'Iron ado machine are not able
to be combed. They run parallel from the
source of energy where they are released.
I am led to believe by scientists that wben
they hit the skin most of the waves spread
over the skin generally. The heat does not
penetrate very far.

Two different types of microwaves are
used. Those used in Europe and Russia are
the same as the Tronado, 433 mega hertz
units. Those used in Great Britain, Ame-
rica, and most other countries are 2 450
mega hertz units. I am also led to believe
that the British and United States micro-
wave units are able to be combed. If the
rays from the Tronado cannot be combed



1892 ASSEMBLY.]

and they hit the tissue generally I do not
know whether the heat can be delivered
to the tumour. That remains as a matter
for speculation.

It is known that the temperature in-
crease falls by half with every penetration
of approximately three centimetres. At the
moment, it is not possible to measure the
increase in temperature from 41' centi-
grade or 420 centigrade. We do not know
whether or not the Tronado is able to
do that. If it is able to raise the tem-
perature of the body the tumour will be-
come more sensitised to other forms of
treatment, such as X-rays and chemo-
therapy.

Let us imagine we have to heat a. tumour
in a body and it is situated 12 centimetres
from the surface. To get a temperature
of 42' centigrade at a depth of 12 centi-
metres, we are led to believe as a result
of scientific investigation, 9 centimetres
from the surface the temperature would
be 46% at 6 centimetres it would be 540,
at 3 centimetres it would be 7l0, and at
the surface it would be lO2* which would
cook the flesh in no uncertain manner.
However, I do not know whether he-at can
be directed from the Tronado machine to
a tumour situated within a body without
heating everything on the way through.
Scientifically, it cannot be done.

As I stated earlier, hypertherray is un-
doubtedly recognised as a formn of treat-
ment for cancer. It is something to be
investigated further In the future and it
may eventually turn out to be an apparatus
similar to the Tronado machine. The faon-
ado machine emits waves in a Parallel
form, I Understand.

The British and United States micro-
wave method is used in Australia. The
waves are able to be combed. Perhaps this
is what Dr Holt has been using; I do not
know. I suspect he has not been using one
of the componeints of the Tronado to
heat tumour within the body. If the
tumour were near the surface the Tron-
ado would probably be able to heat it.
As Dr Osborn said in his article, he has
seen arteries which have been literally
boiled, and kidneys which have been
cooked. So, perhaps the machine is able
to do these things, and perhaps is not. I
am not certain, but scientifically I am led
to believe It is impossible for the rays to
be delivered to the site of a tumour. The
report of the National Health and Medical
Research Council was subsequently verified
by authorities at the symposium in the
United States.

The SPEAKER: The member has four
minutes.

Dr DADOUR: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
People In the Department of Health and
Social Services in the United Kingdom
Indicated beyond any reasonable doubt that
the Tronado machine, or any component
part used separately is incapable of deliver-
Ing heat to a tumour under the specified

conditions; that Is, at a temperature of
410 to 42' centigrade. That is the level
of hypothermy necessary. We should
be spending more money, time and emo-
tion in trying to find out whether there
is a means of delivering heat, if the Tro-
nado is not doing that. The investigation
which is to be carried out will have to as-
sess whether or not that is so.

At the same time we should be looking
at other forms of hypertheriny to raise the
temperature of the body. Too much emo-
tion has been attached to this subject.
Many people have been exposed to an un-
proven and, from what I can see, an un-
reliable piece of equipment.

I support the motion as amended for the
reasons I have given. I have other reasons
which I intended to bring forward but. u'- -
fortunately, time does not permit mue to
do so.

Mr Bertram: Do you propose to exercise
a genuine free vote, or a directed vote?

Dr DADOUR:, I have a free vote. I have
asked for a free vote and I will exercise it
if I so desire on this, or on any other
measure. If I wish to stand up In my
party room I can obtain a free vote.

Mr Mclver: That is, if you are allowed
to remain.

Dr DADOUR: I am allowed to remain. I
can see, Mr Speaker, that members oppos-
ite are attempting to waste my last few
minutes. In conclusion I mention the state-
ment on human experimentation. Firstly,
the research must conform to generally ac-
cepted moral and scientific principles.
Secondly, the investigator after careful
consideration and appropriate consultation
must be satisfied that the Possible advan-
tage to be gained from the work justifies
any discomfort or risks Involved. Appar-
ently there has been no real consultation
with the Cancer Council, or with the ex-
pertise which is available in Perth.

Thirdly, whenever possible research
should be based on prior laboratory and
animal experiments. There were no animal
or laboratory experiments; it was taken
to be a cure and patients from Western
Australia have been treated on the ma-
chine. I support the motion because I be-
lieve it must be evaluated by experts.

If after the experts have considered the
matter there is still some controversy I
will support the appointment of a Select
Committee without further hesitation. I
believe that if the experts can do some-
thing here the vast majority of the profes-
sion will accept their decision. As I said,
if there is the slightest doubt I will without
hesitation support the appointment of a
Select Committee.

MR MeIVER (Avon) [10.00 p.m.): I rise
to oppose the amendment moved by the
Minister for Lands, who is the Govern-
ment spokesman handling the motion in
this Chamber, and I very strongly support
the motion moved by the Leader of the
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Opposition. I support the motion, gener-
ally, at the request of many of my constit-
uents who, since the Leader of the Opposi-
tion introduced it into the Chamber a
fortnight ago, have contacted me person-
ally, and many of whom have had Per-
sonal experience of the scourge of cancer
and have had relief following treatment
on the Tronado. machine.

Closer to home, a colleague of mine with
whom I worked for many years-as a
matter of fact he fired for me on many
occasions when I was a locomotive engine
driver before I came Into this Parliament
-has unfortunately reached an advanced
stage of cancer, and until the Tronado
machine came into operation he suffered
,onsiderably. Following treatment on the
Tronado machine and hospitalisation this
man has applied to go back to work on a
lower grade, and he will be taken back
into the railway service. The point Is he
will have full employment.

I make no excuses for perhaps speaking
with emotion.

Mr Hartrey: There is nothing wrong
with that.

Mr McIVER: When this man, who is 46
years of age and has a family, Is able to
return to lighter duties after treatment
on this machine, surely I am entitled to
express an opinion In this House as a lay-
man, although I have no qualifications as
a medical practitioner.

I do not believe the speakers we have
heard tonight have presented any argu-
ment whatsoevwer for opposing the motion
of the Leader of the Opposition, and it
would be very unfair if we did not say that
the Minister handling the motion in this
House handled It In a very astute manner.
No doubt he has done a great deal of prep-
aration, knowing full well the controversy
surrounding the matter. But although he
read from newspaper reports, he read
from reports which were adverse to the
Tronado machine. There are just as many
reports In support of the Tronado machinie
but the Minister did not refer to those.
In Presenting his case, I strongly believe
the Minister did nothing but indicate, as
the Leader of the Opposition sugzgested in
the latter part of his motion, that treat-
ment must continue for people who at
least hope for relief following treatment
on the Tronado machine.

On the Government side we heard from
a medical Practitioner who only gave us
a lot of medical evidence, as he is qualified
to do. I could stand up in the House and
give a discourse on the fundamentals of
dieselisation, using a lot of jargon as the
member for Subiaco did. However, he did
not advance any evidence that treatment
on the Tronado, machine should not be
continued.

The reports quoted by the Minister were
cut to pieces by the member for Victoria,
Park, who is a former Minister for Health,
and who clearly Indicated the diversity of

opinion among members of the Cancer
Council. Surely we must accept that fact.

It has been emphasised that we, as legis-
lators, must not interfere in any way by
giving an opinion in this matter. We can-
not express a medical opinion but we must
express an opinion. This is a Parliament
and we are elected by the people of West-
ern Australia to express opinions. That
is our Job and we cannot shirk the respon-
sibility, whether the matter in question
be the Tronado machine or any other mat-
ter. This is where decisions are made.

It is not the first time the medical pro-
fession has been divided. When moving his
motion the Leader of the Opposition re-
ferred to Dr Lister, but I wonder whether
members know the full story of that fa-
mous doctor. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion said-

Joseph Lister published a book on the
antiseptic principle in the practice of
surgery, and the encyclopaedia records
that his method was not rapidly
adopted, mainly because of the opposi-
tion by doctors to the germ theory-
they would not accept that there could
be germs which were responsible for
the deaths occurring following surgery.
However, despite the controversy his
successes and his perseverance could
not be ignored. It took a few years,
but in time antiseptic surgery put an
end to surgical diseases.

The Leader of the Opposition had been
referring to the fact that many women
died in childbirth until Dr Lister came for-
ward with his antiseptic theory and said
that doctors should scrub their hands be-
fore operating. Dr Lister was regardied
as being a crank. A film has been made
about his work and it has been seen by
people all over the world. That doctor
died of a broken heart. He never lived
to see his theory accepted, because of the
strong opposition from his medical colle-
agues. They were his greatest enemies--
not People outside the medical profession
but people within it. They pooh-poohed his
ideas, as members of the medical Profes-
sion are pooh-poohlng the Tronado ma-
chine.

I would be the first to say that I do not
know whether or not the 'rronado machine
is a cure for cancer, but in view of the
letters fronm all Parts of the nation which
were quoted by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, who are we to stand in judgment?
Who are we to say, because of a few news-
paper reports, that the machine Is not a
success? For heaven's sake, let us have
courage. Politics do not enter into this
matter. Let us all be brave enough to
stand up and ask that treatment on this
machine be continued. I have made my
views on the matter very clear, as I pro-
wised my constituents I would do.

Dr Lister fought tooth and nail for his
theories. All he wanted his colleag-ues to
do was to wash their hands before operat-
ing, to reduce the incidence of death of
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women in childbirth. When the Minister
was speaking I interjected and asked.
"'What about C. Y. O'Connor when he first
suggested a Pipeline be laid from Mundar-
Ing to KalgoorlieV', People said he was mad
and it would not work. They said the
water would never reach the goldfields. We
all know from history that when word came
through that the water had not reached
its destination at the time he, as an engi-
neer, had calculated it would, he committed
suicide,

Let us get back to the facts, without
being emotional. The motion asks that
treatment on the Tronado machine be con-
tinued for cancer Patients In Australia:
'we cannot confine this treatment to people
in Western Australia.

I have a constituent who was operated
on and found to have cancer. The in-
cision made In her body was sewn up and
she was told that was It. She requested
treatment on the Tronado machine. Fol-
lowing that treatment, this young woman
Is now as healthy as I am and the Depart-
ment for Community Welfare will allow
her to adopt children. We, as legislators,
know the procedures which must be
followed In order to adopt children. No
doubt all members have made submissions
in this regard to the Department for Com-
munity Welfare on behalf of constituents.
The woman to whom I referred was given
away by the medical Profession prior to
treatment on the Tronado machine.

I am open to correction, but I under-
stand that the doctor who was so vocal in
the newspapers about the Tronado
machine made several attempts to pass his
medical examinations and has been a doc-
tor for only a short time. Yet he has
the audacity to pass judgment and con-
demn the machine.

We are trying to get away from the
political arena as far as this matter is
concerned; but of course it has become
a political Issue-let us not fool ourselves.
It is quite evident that If we win the
Leader of the Opposition 'will be right on
top. For heaven's sake let us get above
this matter of politics, even if other States
cannot.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Elaikie):
The honourable member has four minutes.

Mr McIVER: Thank you, Sir.

I sincerely trust that when the vote is
taken it will not be on political lines, but
that when members opposite consider the
matter In perspective and on behalf of the
people they represent, they will support
the motion. I certainly trust that In all
conscientiousness and by the will of God
they will vote for the motion moved by
the Leader of the Oppostlon.

It is Indeed with Pleasure that I support
It.

BIX CRANE (Moore) [10.1 pm.); It is
with some rather unusual feelings--per-
haps with regret, although I do not know
if that is the word to use--but certainly
with deternination, that I stand here to-
night in this House and oppose the amend-
ment moved by the Government. In do-
Ing so I would indicate that I have the
greatest respect for our Premier and Gov-
ernment, and Particularly for our Minister
for Health who is of the same political
bias as I am. However, I feel that whilst
they believe they are being very responsible
in the attitude they have adopted, I also
have a responsibility to my conscience.

It is only after considerable counsel with
my conscience that I have come to the
conclusion at which I have arrived and
that I have made my decision which I
believe Is in keeping with my own particu-
lar interpretation of my Christian code of
ethics.

Much has been said In the House to-
night about emotion. What are the
qualities of emotion? Is it emotion that
makes us respect and care for our fami-
lies and friends; or Is it perhaps responsi-
bility which makes us do that? If it is
emotion which makes me love my family
and fight and care for them, then I am
proud to be emotional. if it is responsi-
bility which makes me do this, then I am
proud to be responsible.

But is it not possible that in the makeup
of the people who have proved to be
leaders in our lives and in our history
there has been a mixture of emotion and
responsibility? If we consider the great
people of our times we find that Is so. I
recall one who left us not so long ago:
Sir Winston Churchill. He was a man
who was recognised as the greatest bastion
of the British Empire during its flour of
greatest peril; and yet he himself, whilst
being the bulldog that he was, showed the
world that he also had the qualities of
emotion. No doubt those qualities were used
many times in arriving at the decisions
which we remember so gratefully today.

I recall that when Field Marshall Mont-
gomery's victorious Eighth Army marched
past at the conclusion of the North African
campaign, Sir Winston Churchill stood to
attention with tears rolling down his
cheeks. He was a bulldog, a man of gr'eat
strength and courage, but a man who z1so
had the qualities of emotion and who
mixed them In the right proportions.

Mr Hartrey: Hear, hear!
Mr CR.ANE: The Leader of the Opposi-

tion has moved that a parliamentary
Select Committee be appointed to have
another look at the Tronado machine and
the report brought down in respect Of it.
Some criticism has been made tonight of
parliamentary Select Committees. The
member for Subiaco, mentioned two such
committees, one dealing with alcoholism
and the other dealing with homosexuatlity.
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I would pose this question: Is it go~d
enough to appoint a Select Committee to
inquire into alcoholism and to presume at
the same time that we must be alcoholics
in order to be able to make decisions in
that regard? Also, does the member for
Subiaco or anyone else suggest that we
are homosexuals because we serve on a
Parliamentary committee inquiring into
that matter: and that, if we are not homo-
sexuals. we are not in the position to pass
judgment on the matter? Perhaps there
was some emotion in that regard.

However, I believe that without a parlia-
mentary inquiry it is Possible valuable time
will be wasted and that in the interim
the machine will be denied to those people
who wish to use It. I feel a full investiga-
tion should be made; not only the Investi-
gation suggested by the Government, which
will proceed, but also one by a parlia-
mentary Select Committee, which I would
hope would be unbiased to the same extent
as perhaps it could be said that certain
members of the medical Profession are
biased.

I recall my father once using a great
saying: "A man convinced against his will
Is of the same opinion still." I believe in
these circumstances bias would work both
ways.

We have heard of the supposed dangers
of the Tronado machine: cataracts of the
eyes, hardening of the arteries, and
sterility. I have seen many dead people
and I can assure you, Sir, that they were
not Able to see, they were most ce; tainly
sterile, and their arteries were very hard.
That is the alternative faced by people
who seek treatment from this machine if
they are suffering from a cancer which is
incurable.

Mention has been made in this House
by the Leader of the Opposition and other
speakers of the regard the medical profes-
sion had for people who many years ago
were endeavouring to advance the c.ause
of medicine. We have heard of Dr Joseph
Lister and his French colleague, Monsieur
Louis Pasteur. We know those people
worked doggedly in the face of opposition
from what could perhaps be described as
a hypocritical medical profession, and yet
their efforts were proven successful and
the world today has benefited from their
undying concern for their fellow man.

I have before me some words of which
all doctors would be aware. They were
spoken by one who is referred to as the
father of medicine, Hippocrates. I will read
a small portion of the Hippocratic oath
which probably gives us the opportunity to
pick the horse both ways. It is, "I w.ll
use treatment to help the sick according
to my ability and Judgment, but I will
never use it to injure or wrong them." I
suppose one can almost read into that what
one likes.

However, what about the treatment iven
in Capetown, and which still is being given
there? I was in that town last year, and
I spent a weekend with a young d-ictor
who is a heart specialist. He was working
In the Groote Schuur Hospital assisting
Dr Christlaan Barnard.

Is not the treatment Dr Christiaan Barn-
ard is giving to patients rather unusual? Yet
do we deny him the right to exepriment in
this regard? How many of the People he
has treated have survived the operation?

Mr Hartrey: A good point.
Mr CRANE: Do we prevent him perform-

ing these operations because more than 50
per cent of his patients do not live, or do we
allow him to continue with his efforts to
improve the cause of medicine? I do not
know, and I have no way of knowing if the
Tronado machine does really work. I am
even less than a layman in that respect.
Give me a tractor and a plough and I will
certainly say whether or not they work.
However, I am prepared to accept some of
the evidence which has been put before
us in respect of the Tronado machine.

The suggestion has been made that the
Government would be most remiss if it
directed the medical profession to treat
patients in a certain manner. Those who
have heard me speak in this House would
agree that I would be the first person to
object to the directed treatment of human
beings in a certain manner. Anyone who
has read the House of Dolls will recall how
the Nazis treated persons in concentration
camps because they were directed to treat
them in such a way. That was diabolical,
and we would never permit that to be done
in our society.

However, I do not believe the motion
moved by the Leader of the Opposition
suggests that we must treat people in a cer-
tarn manner. In Western Australia we pro-
vide a transport system of buses and trains,
but do we direct the people and say that
they must use a train or a bus? We simply
make the facilities available to them. I am
sure the suggestion in the motion is that
we make the Tronado machine available,
and if people wish to use it it is their right
to do so.

In his address the other night the Leader
of the opposition mentioned three specific
patients wham I recall. He mentioned the
French dentist who is still in Western
Australia. He arrived here unconscious, and
it would seem he has recovered to some
extent as a result of his treatment on the
Tronado machine.

Mr Davies: He went to Mass last Sun-
day; they took him in a wheelchair.

Mr CRANE: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion mentioned also a woman from Katan-
ning who was faced with the alternative
of undergoing a radical mastectomy. This
woman, as was her right, elected not to
have her body marred by the knife, but to
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retain the femininity that she desired, and
so she was treated on the Tronado. I be-
lieve, on the evidence put forward by the
Leader of the Opposition that her treat-
ment was successful.

The third cause Is that of a young man
who was Present in the Speaker's Gallery
the other evening. We all saw him, and
we all heard his case history. It would seem
he also has been successfully treated.

Are we to suggest that all these cases
are a figment of the imagination of the
Leader of the Opposition? Do we not give
him any credit at all for saying something
which may be true? I believe his claims
are honest and I believe we have before us
sufficient evidence to suggest that perhaps
this Tronado machine does have something.

The people of Moore elected me to this
House to make decisions on their behalf,
sometimes without the opportunity to con-
suit with them. They gave me the task of
being responsible, and I would hope I am
acting responsibly when I speak in such
a manner. I have not had one person ring
me and suggest that the Tronado should
not be used. However, I have had many
calls-and even a letter which I received a
few hours ago-from people asking me to
support the use of this machine.

The letter to which I refer was written
by a Person who asked me to support the
Tronado machine. I would like to read a
couple of short lines from it, as follows--

it is my opinion that this machine
should be kept working for any patient
who wished to avail himself of its use
at least.

He goes on to explain that his wife suffered
from cancer, and that he himself may at
some stage have to be treated for cancer,
and says--

I would trust Dr Holt's judgment on
the matter with no hesitation what-
ever and I would be more than an-
noyed If Tronado treatment were
denied me by any commission of in-
quiry, by Parliament, or by any other
body.

I will not continue In this vein.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Blalkie):
The honourable member has five minutes.

Mr CRANE: I was elected to this House
to act responsibly, and whilst I am not
agreeing with my Government on this
occasion I hope It will respect my opinion
on the Tronado machine. I do not believe
that in being elected to this House I was
granted the God-given right to be the
judge, the jury, or the executioner of
people. I was not given the right to place
a value on human life. Perhaps I could
place some value on my own, but certainly
not on anyone else's life.

I know I will probably be very lonely
this evening, but I am not afraid of that;

I have been out on a limb on many oc-
casions previously. I am sure that every
member of the Government has already
made up his mind, according to his own
conscience, on the decision he will make.
I have not invited anyone to join me.
Unlike Horatius on the bridge I do not
ask a Spurius Larcius or a Herminius to
support me. r go alone, but I will say that
I act in accordance with my conscience,
and believe that at least people who are at
the end of the road suffering from cancer
should be given an opportunity for treat-
ment which they believe may help them
in one way or another.

As I conclude, may I say this: If God's
compassion may still be felt in this House
we cannot deny these people the right of
treatment from a machine which, in all
sincerity, they believe may at least ease
their suffering and perhaps even extend
to them a few hours, days, or years of
life which we all hold to us so dearly.

MR JAMfE SON (Welshpool-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [10.32 p.m.]:
The mixture of medicine and politics is
always a most peculiar one to understand,
and the politics of medicine is even
harder to understand. We have seen an
example of this in the community lately
in connection with this and other matters.
My concern in rising is to speak for the
people who have given a lifetime of study
to the radiological treatment of cancer and
other diseases.

If any one of the medical men in the
community who are now Putting Pen to
paper presenting both sides of this ease In
the Press had been asked two years ago to
refer patients to the best people in this
field most probably they would have fin-
ished up referring them to Drs Holt and
Nelson or their associates.

The amazing feature about the Govern-
ment's attittude on this matter is that It
is implying that these people have become
so bereft of responsibility that they are
dealing with a machine that is more or
less in the category of something that a
witch doctor would be inclined to use and,
indeed, have become charlatans and cheats
to their patients. This, Mr Acting Speaker,
I cannot believe. I believe these People are
genuinely motivated, and if that is so, we
might look further into the question. We
might say, with the confusion being so
great, that these men, whilst being pre-
pared to recommend treatment on a
machine that the Government of the State
has purchased, went so far as to buy one
for themselves to increase their ill-gotten
gains. I do not believe that, either, because
a big outlay is involved in Purchasing one
of these machines and indeed they would
have had to convince their backers that
they honestly believed that there was some
effect being obtained from the Tronado
type of treatment. if only for this reason
I think we should examine our actions.
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Let us put ourselves in the position of
those people now that there are many
others who are less expert in this field
who are prepared to criticise in any form,
whether it be the ALP State Executive,
the director of the Sir Charles Oairdner
Hospital administration, or any other or-
ganisation. Surely the people we would be
prepared to take notice of two years ago
are still the people we are prepared to
take notice of today on this question.

Whilst they are still prepared to sup-
port the treatment of patients on this ma-
chine and its effects we should not have
any qualms about it. The member who has
just resumed his seat has stated that
many cures used by doctors have failed
to some degree. We have gone through the
penicillin and antibiotic stage and we find
that some varieties of these drugs have
killed patients. They may not have killed
animials if they were tried on them, but in
the final analysis some degree of experi-
mentation and experience has to be gained
on human beings to properly ascertain
what the results of these treatments will
be to more or less obtain verification of
the lifetime of work various people have
performed for the community, They are in
much the same position as many of us who
have chosen a career in politics. They have
chosen this career In the medical field
to try to cure this particular kind of dis-
ease and they are the people to whom
we should look for advice. We should not
look to the wise men from the east or
even to those men from further west.
The People to whom we should look for
advice are those who have spent a life-
time experimenting In this field, because
we have to place ourselves in their hands.

If I am referred to a specialist in any
field I have to have faith in him. If this
machine has done nothing else it has cer-
tainly instilled faith In many people who
have been experiencing a trying time. I
ask: Is this the function of the legisla-
ture or those associated with it, or is it the
function of even the politics of medicine,
to be interfering in a particular sphere
where up until now services have been
rendered by people who have been act-
ing with an honest endeavour to achieve
the best they can for their patients? I
think they did that. In my opinion right
through the conduct of their profession
their attitude has been exemplary. What-
ever way the Minister expressed It one
could only gauge that they were not
being exemplary; that they were Indulg-
ing in practices which possibly they should
not be indulging In. Perhaps all people, In-
cluding general practitioners1 do this on
occasions for some Particular reason, but
I do not think that is the general rule
with members of the medical profession:,
that is, that they have indulged In some
of these practices. I have faith in them
because I have to have faith in them,

A person cannot expect to be an ex-
pert on all matters, although being a
member of this House for the years that

(55)

I have, I have seen some people who have
tried to be an expert In all fields, but like
a j ack-of -all -trades they become masters
of none and dismal failures. It is the
same in the medical profession as it is in
any other profession; one has to rely on
the specialists as being masters of their
trade. we cannot rely on a jack-of-all-
trades. In view of this, it is much better,
In my opinion, that we should agree with
the motion moved by the Leader of the
Opposition and call in witnesses so that
we may gain from them the various views
on the subject.

Mr Bertram: On oath.
Mr JAMIESON., Whether or not that

makes any difference after what the hon-
curable member's legal colleague has said I
would not know. However, we will put
these witnesses on oath if necessary and
gain aU the information we can from them
as to what they really think about the Tro-
nado machine just as other Royal Comnis-
sions have done in the past when inquir-
ing into other matters. I was a member
of a Royal Commission in recent times and
I believe that this is a far better proposi-
tion than obtaining the opinions of biased
experts. Even on the Royal Commission
into homosexuality of which I was a mem-
ber, one member began the investigation
quite biased, but the report that was even-
tually Presented to Parliament had the
signatures of every member of that com-
mission on it. The recommendations that
were made were arrived at by unanimous
decision, because after the evidence'fhad
bcen. placed before Whe person to whom I1
referred-being an intelligent individual,
elected to this Parliament to represent the
area from which he came-he was quite
prepared to admit he was wrong in his
initial attitude and that he had changed
it to agree with the proposition recom-
mended by all members of the Royal Com-
mission.

We can get into all sorts of problems
if we start to canvass one side or the
other of this question. Politics and medi-
cine do not mix although attempts are
often made to mix them, and I must ad-
mit that attempts have been made to do
this on both sides. Of course, when a
politician like my leader becomes Involved
in a matter so dear to his heart and does
some encouraging, and no doubt was en-
couraged himself by the reports of the ex-
perts to bring the original Tronado ma-
chine to Western Australia, he must, on
the other hand, expect reactions from
somebody of an opposite political] view
who would not know whether the machine
has any value or not. This is the problem
with which we are faced, but the prejudice
of politics should not enter into this ques-
tion whatsoever.

In my opinion we should go along with
the recommended motion rather than the
amendment because we would obtain a
combined opinion from the experts and
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those expressed by lay persons. If the
Government's Proposal is agreed to we will
get only a rehash of the experts' opinion
that has led us into the problem and we
will not gain many plaudits from the
public because I am sure they are confused,
and every day this argument continues
they will become further confused.

I have beard this matter discussed on
talk-back programmes over the air and
people are being confused not only
through this media, but also through the
Press. As soon as we can stop this and
get onto a basis where we can obtain evi-
dence and have people give us their expert
advice, together with any advice that may
be tendered by laymen, we could then make
a final decision on whether or not we will
achieve the purpose for which we are
elected to this place. I oppose the propo-
sition Put forward by the Minister.

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of
the Opposition) [10.45 pm.]: The Gov-
ernment intends to substitute for the pro-
posal that there should be a Select Com-
mittee and that the House should declare
that in the meantime the Tronado ma-
chine should be kept in use, a proposal that
an expert committee should bb appointed
to do nothing else but decide whether the
machine should be kept in use while in-
quiries are being held.

I do not think any inquiry is necessary
to decide that question because it has never
been established by anyone, including the
NHMRC, that the Tronado machine is
harmful. In fact, in tonight's Paper is an
article Indicating that X-rays can be very
harmful; but who is to suggest that X-ray
therapy should be stopped because of that?

As there is not a tittle of evidence to
establish that the use of the Tronado is
harmful, why on earth cannot those people
who have nowhere else to go for treat-
ment be given an opportunity to be treated
on the Tronado? The following is a letter
which was written last Sunday at Thornlie,
showing the Position very clearly-

Dear Mr Tonkin,
I feel I must write and express my

deep gratitude in your attempts to
have the Tronado machine made avail-
able again. During the Past few weeks
after 41 years of wonderful life to-
gether what we thought from our local
doctor was pneumonia has been found
to be a cancer.

Whether the machine would cure or
even relieve this I do not know, but
with all my heart I think she should
be given the chance should she desire.

I know I am clutching at straws but
if only those who are against its re-
introduction could understand how
much even the ever so small ray of
hope it can bring they would under-
stand the terrible heartaches one goes
through knowing there does not seem
to be anything to do but wait.

I love her so, so much It breaks my
heart to visit her and appear cheerful.
I will always remember what you are
trying to achieve and thank God for
your understanding.

Fortunately there is one person on the
Government side who appreciates the
Poignancy of the situation-that is the
member for Moore-and I applaud him
for the courage he displayed for standing
up for what he believes to be the proper
course to follow.

Why should we have to have an Inquiry
to decide whether machines which have
been used to treat more than 500 people
should be kept available for that purpose?
Why set up an inquiry and wasLe tzme
to decide that and in the meantime keep
the machine out of use?

Mr Grewar: Because there has been too
much quackery In the past.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Quackery? There
has been no quackery involved in this.

Mr Grewar: It has to be proved.
Mr J. T. TONKINq: Did the honourable

member see the other night the man in
the gallery who previously had a cancer
in his pelvis the size of a tennis ball? He
suffered excruciating pain for 12 months,
but when he had treatment on the
Tronado machine he was relieved of the
cancer so that he was able to return to
work, go to technical school, and take a
holiday to the Eastern States. Ts that
quackery? Is it quackery to say lhe bene-
fited. from that treatment?

Mr T. H. Jones: That silenced himt
Mr 3. T. TONKIN: I could go on citing

case after case known to me personally
as I have met the individuals concerned.
I could quote the names of the doctors
who sent these patients to be treated on
the Tronado because no other treatment
was available to them. They had had the
limit of radiotherapy. Are we to say to
those who still need treatment: We are
going to have an inquiry to see wvhether
or not you should be allowed to have the
treatment? We know the machine is
there. We are disregarding entirely the
fact that it has benefited a number of
people. We are disregarding entirely the
fact the Frenchman who came here rind
was unconscious when he arrived so that
he had to be carried out of the plane on
a stretcher and whom Dr Morley gave a
day to live, has since made remarkable
progress. I am not claiming he is cured, but
what I am claiming is that he is not uin-
conscious, that he has been able to get UP
out of bed and take a shower and feed
himself, and be wheeled around the
grounds of St. John of God Hospital as
a result of the treatment he received on
the Tronado machine.

Yet we must have an inquiry to ne
whether this form of treatment should be
made available to those people who request
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it. See how hollow the words of the
Premier were. He said that the last thing
he wanted was to do anything which would
prevent the use of equipment that may
give relief.

Sir Charles Court:, That is fair com-
ment.

Mr J. T. TONY-IN: The last thing he
wanted!

Sir Charles Court: Of course it is.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Yet the Govern-

ment has moved an amendment like this
which means that the equipment will be
kept out of use.

Sir Charles Court: We are moving an
amendment to try to get the machine into
use on a basis which will not endanger
life.

Mr T. H. Jones: Words!
Mr J. T. TONIfN: How long will the

inquiry take? Will it be open to the public?
Sir Charles Court: is this machine still

being used?
Mr O'Neil: Would your Select Commit-

tee be open to the public?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Will the inquiry be

open to the public?
Mr O'Neil: Is a Select Committee open

to the public?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Surely we do not

get the answer to one question by asking
another. The Govermnent is in a position
to answer that question.

Sir Charles Court: You would not expect
a medical Inquiry to be open when it deals
with the medical details of people.

Mr J. T_ TONKIN: Why 9;hould not
the public know the questions put to the
patients? Are they not to be questioned
at all?

Sir Charles Court: Surely you do not
want personal health details to be made
public. That is what you are asking.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Of course I am.
Mr O'Neil: I will not ask a question

this time. I will state that your Select
Committee would not be open to the public.

Mr J. T. TONKfI: I am asking for an
opportunity for young fellows like Bill
Dwyer and women like Mrs Lynn Abbott
and others who are Prepared to have their
names and cases mentioned because they
themselves have benefited and they want
to ensure that other people benefit like-
wise-

Sir Charles Court: But you are over-
looking the fact that we are already com-
mitted to such a study so that each of
their cases can be considered by people
with the knowledge to study them.

Mr J. T. TONKIN:* By the same people
who came aver here-

Sir Charles Court: That is not right.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: -and condemned
the machine out of hand.

Sir Charles Court: This has nothing to
do with the actual revaluation of the re-
port. I am talking about the people who
will study the case histories. I am talking
about the group we are in the process of
setting up.

Mr O'Neil: It is not the NHMRC.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: If the NHMRC sub-

committee comes over here to carry out
another inquiry, it will be a complete farce.

Sir Charles Court: Not at all.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Of course it will be.
Sir Charles Court: Only because you

want it to be a farce.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: It Is contrary to

human nature to get a group of men who
so unequivocally committed themselves to
one point of view to turn around in a
matter of weeks and reverse that decision.
Thai Would be tantamount to saying they
were a lot of fools in the first place.

Sir Charles Court: Nat at all.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The odds against
that happening would be thousands to
one.

Sir Charles Court: We are doing this
because the people you support claim
that in the interim since the study was
made new techniques have been employed,
and this is borne out by what Dr Bolt.
said in America.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Did not the Premier
read what Dr Billings said; that is, that
It did not matter what other evidence
came forward it would not alter his
opinion?

Sir Charles Court: He did not express
it that way at all.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Yes he did.
Sir Charles Court: The fact is that these

people say there are new techniques em-
ployed and it is even said that there Is
new equipment being used.

Mr J. T, TONKIN: All the Government
is offering us now in Place of the proposal
we submitted Is that there should be an
inquiry to see whether it is advisable and
desirable for the Tronado machine to be
made available to those people who want
to go on it.

The Minister representing the Minister
for Health argued that this was not a
matter for laymen to decide-that Select
Committees on questions of this nature
were useless. You, Mr Speaker, would
know-and no-one better than you-that
it was a Select Committee which was
responsible for Western Australia register-
ing chiropractors in the face of apposition
from the medical profession.
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A Select Committee was appointed by
this House for the purpose of deciding
whether there was anything in the claims
of chiropractors and whether they should
be registered. As a result of the con-
clusions of that committee, which was sub-
sequently made an Honorary Royal Com-
mission, the House passed a Bill to
register chiropractors, and they have been
registered ever since.

You will recall, Mr Speaker, that you
were the Minister who introduced the Bill.
When the reoprt of the Select Committee
was submitted, you did not May, "You are
laymen: we should not take any notice
of you on a medical question like this."
Oh no! However, It suits the Government
to use that type of argument now. What
is the difference in the situations?

Mr O'Neil: We did not tell them what
to practise or who to practise on. We
simply registered them.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: We are not doing
that under this motion, either.

Sir Charles Court: Much!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: All this motion says

is, "Let us get the members of the House
to hold an inquiry, give consideration to
the report, call experts-and there are
some I know who can take that report to
pieces--let them give their opinion, let us
give consideration to the opinions ex-
pressed by men like Homnback and Peter
Allen, let us call the radiotherapists using
the machine and the patients who are
prepared to testify, and then let us make
a decision as to whether we think the
report of the NIU4RC was a fair report.'

Mr Mensaros: On the basis of what you
said about-

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Now we are told we
are not competent to do that. We are told
that members of Parliament are not com-
petent to get these People together, ask
these questions, and make a decision; but
we were in connection with chiropractors.

Sir Charles Court: This is an entirely
different situation.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I see no difference.
I remind the House that when we called
medical opinion before the Select Commit-
tee which was subsequently made an Hon-
orary Royal Commission, it was Dr Mc-
Kellar Hall whose weight of evidence over-
came the opposition of the other people
who came forward. He said that chiro-
practic was a branch of medicine about
which the ordinary practitioner knew no-
thing.

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Op-
position has five minutes.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I say that the Gov-
ernment's amendment is sheer humbug.

Mr Mclver: Of course It is.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: In the matter of a

couple of weeks 21 900 people have Indi-
cated their firm belief that this machine

should be allowed to operate for those who
want to use it to give them that hope. It
is more than a hope as can be very well
established if there is a proper inquiry.
However, a biased inquiry would be com-
pletely useless.

What indication do we have that some
of these people whose names have been
in the Press and who have never treated
cancer patients in their lives will not be
the ones to sit on this committee of in-
quiry? A lot of sense in that.

Mr Ridge: I think common sense will
direct that they should not be.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Of course they should
not be on the committee, but what
guarantee do we have of that? If we had
a Select Committee formed from members
of this House-and the Government could
have a majority of, say, three Government
members to two Opposition members to
ensure no undue weighting in our favour-
what would be wrong with permitting such
an inquiry to determine whether or not
the machine is worth anything? In the
meantime, people such as the wife of this
unfortunate man could be allowed to re-
ceive the treatment. Instead of that the
Government says, "Oh no, you cannot get
any treatment. We are going to have an
inquiry to see whether or not you should
have the treatment." ike the member for
Moore, I cannot justify such an attitude in
any degree whatever.

As I stand here, Mr Speaker, whether it
takes a month, six months, a year, or two
years, I believe that it will be established
eventually precisely as Dr Hornback and
Dr Peter Allen have said, that this is the
most exciting cancer therapy in this cen-
tury. Many people will have to eat their
words. Take the letter in the Press this
morning from Dr Quinlan.

Mr Bateman: Shocking.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: He said that I had

made an announcement in January, 1973,
about this cancer machine which had been
produced in Germany, and that I had
despatched Dr Holt to look at it with a
view to purchase. Mr Speaker, he could
not have heard anything of the sort be-
cause Dr Molt did not go to Europe until
eight months after Dr Quilan said he
had heard this announcement. In Jan-
uary, 1973, 1 did not have the slightest
idea that such a machine was in existence,
and Yet here we have a doctor, a head of
a department, who Is prepared to make a
statement like that in the Press the day
this motion was to come up for consider-
ation.

Mr Bateman: Not a shred of truth in it.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Is this doctor likely
to be appointed to the committee that the
Government has in mind? The amendment
is a farce and a sham, and it should not
require a moment's consideration for us to
determine that this treatment should con-
tinue to be made available to those who
want to have It, just as the people in
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Zurich, Frankfurt, and I underst
Berne and Basic, will be able to do
cause machines have been installed
being installed in those towns. We
the laughing stock of the world becs
have had two of these machines op'
to the satisfaction of a large nun
people and we then said that the
Ines will be taken out of use: that
hold an inquiry to see whether th
ents should be Permitted to contin
treatment.

You can gather from my remar
Speaker, that I am not prepared
along with the amendment. We
down fighting. We may be beaten
occasion, but the Government will
rue the day on this decision.

Amendment put and a division
with the following result-

Mr Blaikle
Mr Clarko
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Dr Dadour
Mr Grayden
Mr prewar
Mr F. V. Jones
Mr L~aurance
Mr McPharlin

Mr Barnett
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. 'T. Burke
Mr Can
Mr Crane
Mr losvies
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr Fletcher
Mr Harman

Ayes
Sir David Brand
Mr Sodemnaa
Mr Thompson
Mr Rushton,

Ayea-23
Mr Menezaros
Mr Nasovich
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr O'Neil
Mr Ridge
Mr Shalders
Mr Sibson
Mr Stephens
Mr Watt
Mr Young

Noes-O
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mdr
Mr

Hartrey
Jamieson
T. H. Jones
Mclver
Skidmore
Taylor
A. R. Toliki
J. T. Tonki
Moller

and in
so be-
or are

will be
use we
erating
iber of
mach-

we will
e pati-
tIC the

ks, Mr
to go

will go

XR DAVIES (Victoria Park) (11.09
p.m.): I have never in all my experience
here--and this is now becoming a fairly
long period-seen an amendment like this
containing so many words which mean so
little. If we look at the amendment we see
that most of the words are political gob-
bledygook. We have such words as "advice".
"consultation", "desirability", "practica-
bility", "advice" again, "pending", "con-
sideration", "report", and "enquiries".
Have members ever heard so many words
of that nature used in an amendment be-
fore the House?

Mr Harman: Yes.
on] this Mr DAVIES: This gives the Government
live to the excuse to say later, if It so desires, "We

have not received the advice we needed",
taken "We have not yet consulted so-and-so",

"We have not yet been advised by some -
one else", "We do not know whether it Is
practicable", "We do not know whether the
inquiry Is completed". "We have not had
the consultation", and, "We have not had
time to examine it." What rubbish to ap-
pear in an amendment. What does it
mean? Why did not the Minister when he
moved the amendment give us some Indi-
cation of the eventual outcome? Who will
be appointed as members of the commit-

(Teller) tee? How long will the committee take to
come to its decision? Where are the per-
sonnel of the committee to be drawn
from? Apart from the fact that the mem-
bers are to be experts, just who will decide
on their expertise?

in
a

(Teller)

Pairs
Noes

Mr May
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Bateman

Mr T. D_ Evans

Amendment thus passed.

MR RIDGE (Kimnberley-Minlister for
Lands) [11.08 p.m.]: I move an amend-
ment-

Substitute the following for the
words deleted-

The Government should ex-
amine, with the advice of an-
expert committee of medical prac-
titioners (including some with
practical experience of the treat-
ment of cancer) and in consulta-
tion with the Hospital Boards in-
volved, the desirability and prac-
ticability of making the use of the
Tronado Cancer Machine available
to any patients requiring such
treatment on medical advice, pen-
ding completion, receipt and con-
sideration of reports of enquiries
currently being undertaken or
proposed by the Government.

What does this amendment mean? The
really significant part of it is that the
Government admits it has the power to
direct a hospital board. If It does not
have the power to direct a hospital board,
what, In the name of all that is holy, Is
the use of the Government's examining
the position under any circumstances? It
will set up a committee which will be an
expert committee without any lay member-
ship. This committee will talk to hospital
boards. Another query is: under what
conditions will the committee talk to hos-
pital boards? I Presume it will talk to the
boards of the teaching hospitals, as the
amendment does not say what hospital
boards are involved.

What hospital boards will be involved?
Perhaps the committee will approach the
boards of country hospitals. Perhaps the
board of, say, the Kondinin Hospital may
be involved in the inquiry because a cancer
patient wishes to have the treatment, Will
the board of this hospital be involved?
What about the board of the King Edward
Memorial Hospital? There is no Tronado
machine at that hospital. What about
the boards of the Royal Perth Hospital,
the Fremantle Hospital, and the Princess
Margaret Hospital for Children? There are
no Tronado machines at any of these
hospitals, and yet we must presume that
other hospital boards will be involved. But
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the only hospital which has a Tronado Obviously, once the Minister lost his notes
machine Is the Sir Charles Gairdner Hos-
pital.

What is the membership of the board of
the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital? It is
composed of laymen, like ourselves plus a
medical advisory committee. I under-
stand that some members of this commit-
tee are also full members of the board of
management, so here we have a board of
management of a hospital which has a
Tronado machine and which has already
said that after a certain time the machine
will no longer operate there. This expert
committee to be set up by the Govern-
ment will talk with the board. Will it
say to the board, "What about revising
your decision?" because if that board does
not revise its decision, and the committee
determines that the Tronado machine
should stay in use, after examining the
committee's recommendations-as set out
in the amendment-the Government will
have to direct the board of the Sir Charles
Oalrdner Hospital to allow the machine
to continue in use.

So my argument proves quite conclu-
sively that the Government has admitted
it has the power under the Hospitals Act
to direct the board, and that is precisely
what we have been saying ever since this
argument started.

All right, having dealt with that aspect,
what about the other hospitals? I have
mentioned the other teaching hospitals
most of which, with the exception of Fre-
mantle Hospital, have said that they do
not want their patients to have the Tron-
ado treatment. They have not said, "We
will give the patients the option", or, "We
will ask the doctors whether they would
like the patients to have the treatment."
No, the boards of these hospitals, com-
posed in the main of laymen, have said
that no patients In their hospitals shall
have the treatment.

Under what conditions will the proposed
committee talk to the boards? Will the
whole of the committee talk to all of the
boards? If I remember correctly, there
are approximately 10 members on the
board of the Royal Perth Hospital, and the
other boards have a similar membership.

What delay will occur in getting these
people together? At any time, it Is diffi-
cult to get together a number of people,
unless they have a regularly scheduled
meeting; but if we try to call them in for
an informal meeting, we will probably
find it would be almost impossible to get
them together at any one time. If it is
impossible, how is the Government going
to talk to them? Is it going to talk to a
representative of the board, or is it going
to talk to members of the board at
different times and under different cir-
cumstances? How is the concensus of hos-
pital boards' opinion to be obtained and
conveyed to the expert committee? That
has not been explained by the Minister.

he did not know quite what was going on.
If he had been genuine, he would have
given us further details of just what this
motion meant.

Irrespective of how the expert commit-
tee talks to any of the board, how are they
going to be convinced that the edict they
have already issued was a wrong edict?
The King Edward Memorial Hospital for
Women, the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital
and the Royal Perth Hospital-three of
our teaching hospitals-already have
stated that none of their patients shall be
treated on the Tronado machine.

The Government plans to set up an
amorphous type of committee; we do not
know who is going to be on the com-
mittee. After it has formed an opinion,
we do not know whether the report will
ever be tabled. If the Government stands
by its record on this matter, the report
of this special committee will never see the
light of day; certainly, it will never be
tabled in this House. We are not going
to know what is contained in the report.

However, the Government, having re-
ceived the report, will examine it and make
its decision. How are we able to challenge
whatever decision the Government makes
if we do not see the report of the expert
committee? The Government's amend-
ment to the motion moved by the Leader
of the Opposition proposes something so
inconclusive and incomplete as to be an
insult to this House. I should like some
further explanations on the matter.

We realise, of course, that there Is no
longer any possibility of our motion being
carried. All we are asking is that those
patients who have been receiving treat-
ment on the Tronado machine will con-
tinue to be so treated. We do not even
ask that any new patients be admitted.
However, apparently, this has all gone by
the board because the fortnight in which
the Sir Charles Oairdner Hospital said the
machine would be phased out has almost
elapsed. It would be interesting to know
whether the Minister representing the
Minister for Health can tell us what
treatments are being provided on the ma-
chine at present.

All we are hoping the committee can
say-I can only assume this, because we
have not been told-is that the machine
can continue to be used only after certain
other things happen which proves that
there Is no danger in its use. Where Is
the Proven danger? As I read the
NHMRC report. I can see no mention of
a specific danger. The worst the NHMRC
say can happen is that a Person can be-
come sterile, or cataracts can develop. If
I had the choice of being rendered sterile
or even impotent, or of having cataracts.
I would choose any of those alternatives
rather than be dead.

Mr Coyne: You are getting old!
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Mr DAVIES: The most we can hope for
from this committee is that it will say
there is no danger, and the machine can
continue to be used. However, I empha-
sise that no danger yet has been proven.
Is not there a Scottish law which pro-
vides for a verdict of "not proven"? Sure-
ly this is such a case-the machine has
not been proven one way or the other.

What kind of evidence will this expert
committee take? How far is it to go? What
nature of things will have to be inquired
into? Will It be questioning Purely the
hospital boards?

I think everyone will agree that no hos-
pital board is going to change its opinion
at this time. Apparently they are basing
their opinions on the advice of their medi-
cal advisory committees, and those com-
mittees have based their opinion on the
report of the NHMIRC. So, as far as any
expert committee proposed by the Gov-
ernment confirming any evaluation is con-
cerned, it will be only reassessing evi-
dence which already has been examined
and acted on fairly vocally and strongly
by a majority of the medical profession.

Some of the doctors who have been re-
ferred to tonight in this House have pro-
vided me with various facts which on the
face of it seemed very logical and real.
However, subsequent opinions given to me
by other doctors seem to disprove the in-
formation given to me earlier. This is why
I can only be confused, and this is why
the machine should continue to be used
until there has been a proper assessment
of the position.

What other evidence can this committee
examine except the evidence which has
already been examined? It can look at
some of the quotations which have been
made by the Minister tonight. As I have
said, they were selective quotations; but
what Is the committee going to do about
it? It can look at the evidence raised in
this House by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and other members. But how are we
going to talk to the committee? Will It
call for evidence or ask us for our
opinions? Will it accept any knowledge we
have as factual? Or will it say, "That Is
only hearsay. You were not there at the
time, and did not see the whole thing
happen"?

Are members of the committee to exam-
ine the letter in the paper today from a
doctor who took the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to task for spending public money?
If this fellow knew what went on, he would
probably faint! He has only to look at
sonic of the questions I have asked this
session and previously relating to the
spending of health funds to realise there
is a considerable amount of mismanage-
ment.

When we were in Government, the Aus-
tralian Government allocated two sums,
one of $20 000 and another of $25 000, for
the purpose of providing beds for cancer
Patients, arising out of action we took.

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes remaining.

Mr DAVIES: When I asked what had
happened to the $45 000. it appeared that
the Government had changed its policy
and the money was no longer to be used
for the original purposes but was to be re-
allocated. However, In the meantime,
$10 788--If my memory serves me correctly
-had been spent on work that could no
longer proceed. In other words, the money
was completely wasted. That is the type of
gross waste of funds that should be ex-
amined.

Amendment an the Amendment
I cannot accept the amendment as it

stands; I believe It Is too heavily weighted
in favour of the medical profession and
that no member of the public will be sat-
isfied unless a layman Is appointed to the
,omnmittee to put the layman's Point of
view. I do not suggest who the layman
might be. However, I move the following
amendment--

Line two: After the word "commit-
tee" insert the word "comprised"

I will then move-
Line four: After the 'word "cancer)"

insert the words "and a layman"
The motion would then read-

The Government should examine,
with the advice of an expert commit-
tee comprised of medical practitioners
(including some with practical ex-

perience of the treatment of cancer)
and a layman and inl consultation with
the Hospital Boards involved, the..

'..by the Government.
The SPEAKER: I inform the honourable

member that he would have to move his
amendment in two stages. However, he
certainly may describe them now. There
is nothing to stop anybody discussing the
proposed amendments, but they must be
moved separately,

Mr DAVIES: All we want to do is to
satisfy the public so that if, as Is claimed
by the Government, justice will be done,
it will also appear to be done. Surely to
goodness the layman we propose should
be on the committee will not outweigh
the medical representatives on the com-
mittee. We do not even know whether the
committee is to be composed of two, 10,
or 12 members; we have not been told. I
ask members to support my amendment;
I am sure the Public would be happier with
the situation.

MR RIDGE (Kimberley-Minister for
Lands) [11.26 p.m.]: The Government is
not prepared to accept the amendment
moved by the member for Victoria Park.
As I have already stated, the Government
has very strong feelings on the question of
a layman participating In this sort of
Investigation and it was for this reason
that the Government amended the motion
moved by the Leader of the Opposition.
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We believe this task should be undertaken
by Professional People and I do not see
that any good cause will be served by
including a layman on the committee.

What sort of layman does the hon-
curable member propose? Where should he
come fromn? Who should he be? The
Government has tried to be fair in its
evaluation of the motion moved by the
Leader of the Opposition. It could have
rejected his motion out of hand, but did
not desire to do so.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: It was not game to.
Mr RIDGE: That might be the opinion

of the Leader of the Opposition; however,
the Government did not desire to reject
his amendment out of hand. For a start.
It appreciated the fact that he put forward
his submission with sincerity. In fact, to
some extent the Government shares the
opinions of the Leader of the Opposition
on these matters. We do not want to see
the machine phased out of use without
its being given a reasonable chance of suc-
cess. We hope It will be successful.

Mr Hartrey: It has been.
Mr RIDGE: It has been proven to be

successful in the opinion of some people,
However, as far as scientific people are
concerned, It has not been proven to any
extent.

Mr Jamieson: Are not Dr Nelson and
Dr Holt scientific People?

Mr RIIDGE: Yes, but what about all the
people who are completely opposed to the
machine? Are they not scientific people?

Mr Jamieson: You said that In the con-
sideration of scientific people, the machine
had not been Proven.

Mr RIDGE: I also said when I spoke
previously that there was a great division
on this matter. It appears to me that more
people are opposed to the machine than
are for It.

I give the Opposition an assurance that
I will use my best endeavours. to ensure
that the people who were involved in
public debate on this issue will not be
included on the committee, because like
the Opposition I believe it should be a
very Impartial inquiry. I will also give the
Opposition an assurance that I will do
everything in my power, by representa-
tions. to the Premier and the Minister for
Health, to ensure the committee is formed
quickly and works with the utmost speed
so that we can determine whether the
machine is going to be used again. We
would certainly hope it would be soon.

Mr T. D. Evans: Would the Govern-
ment consider an amendment containing
your undertaking to get this committee
working successfully and to ensure that
no great delay occurs before the report
comes down and that the report will be
brought down within four or five months
of the establishment of the committee?

Mr RIDGE: I have given the House an
assurance that I will do everything In my
power to expedite the appointment of the
committee and to ensure that its work is
speeded up. I have also given an assur-
ance that the people who have become in-
volved in public debate will not be included
on that committee. Those are fair and
reasonable assurances.

For those reasons I oppose the proposi-
tion put forward by the member for Vic-
toria Park.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [11.31 p.m.):.
Tonight I listened with great interest to
the many words of wisdom spoken on the
Tronado machine. It has been suggested
by some speakers, particularly by the
Minister, that we should not speak in an
emotive way and that we should under-
stand this is not an emotive question, I
would point out that this is an approach
which I do not countenance.

As each one of us was born and life
was breathed into our body, eta mother
expressed an emotional feeling towards the
child just born. So, the very beginning of
our lives was a very emotional event. Is
it suggested that at the end of our ife.
when our allotted time is adjudicated upon,
we do not experience an emotional event?
And is it not an emotional event to those
we leave behind?

I do not think any member In this
Chamber will suggest that this is not an
emotional issue before us. One becomes
very emotionally involved when one s
touched deeply by the suffering of relatives
who are affected by cancer, and when one
witnesses their demise as a result of this
terrible scourge or disease which certainly
has no friends but many enemies. 11 one
has witnessed such events one cannot sup-
port the attitude adopted by the Govern-
ment on this issue.

The Minister has referred to many dz-
pects of the Government's attitude which
it claims is objective. It is said that the
Government has made an objective assess-
ment of the reasons why the Government
cannot agree to the motion moved by the
Leader of the Opposition. The Minister
signified certain theories that have been
put forward on the basis that that objec-
tive assessment has been established.

In my opinion some of the reasons put
forward by the Government would not
stand up to the light of day, because It
was suggested that an analysis, undertaken
at the time the Leader of the Opposition
suggested that a treatment by the use of
certain herbs would cure cancer, proved to
be ineffective. At the time I interjected
and suggested that many other supposed
cures for cancer put forward by the medi-
cal profession also proved to be failures.
In fact, up to this stage all such claims
have proved to be incorrect.
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The essence of the debate on this ques-
tion is whether or not we should support
the amendment before us which requires
the Government to examine the position
again. It is surprising that the four open-
ing words inserted in the motion are "The
Government shall examine". It does not
say "The committee shall examine and
bring down a finding". It does not say
"There shall be on that committee the
very expert who was a member of the
NUH!RC and who could examine the data
that has been presented by the member
for Subiaco". The honourable member has
instanced the degree of heat on a person
subjected to microwave therapy on this
machine. I think the tolerant range was
stated to be 42 degrees at which a tumour
became controllable.

Here we are to have a committee com-
prising medical practitioners, including
some with Practical experience in the treat-
ment of cancer. I am not unmindful of
the remarks attributed to and substanti-
ated by the doctor who says the machine is
a heap of junk. He is entitled to his
opinion, but I suggest that a doctor who
expresses such an opinion does not have
much standing in my eyes, and in the
eyes of many others including the 27 900
people who have signed the petition.

What that doctor has done is to condemn
out of hand the machine without having
seen it, and certainly without having any
case knowledge. I realise that doctors, in-
cluding those who work in hospitals among
patient-. suffering from cancer, become
hardened in their emotional outlook, as
otherwise they would become involved per-
sonally and their lives would be sheer
torment.

In that situation the doctors can be
cold and analytical in assessing treatment
for patients on any sort of machine for
possible cure or alleviation of suffering. I
do not believe the inclusion of a layman
who can look into this matter In a comn-
Passionate way and assess the value of the
emotional feelings of People should be op-
posed. Surely, the cold and analytical way
in which medical practitioners arrive at
their assessment of treatment on the
machine should not cause them to regard
It as a heap of junk, and to say that no
patient shall receive treatment from it.

I would now like to refer to some of the
matters that have been raised by the mem-
ber for Subiaco, and they are germane to
the amendment. I say there is no need
for the appointment of a further com-
mittee. In putting forward that Proposal
the Government is seeking to escape from
its responsibility to the people. It is look-
ing for breathing space and is trying to
recapture some of the support it has lost
over this issue. Obviously, many people
are condemning the Government on its
stand on the use of the Tronado machine.

The Government hopes the committee will
bring down a recommendation contrary to
that of the National Health and Medical
Research Council.

In raising technical details the member
for Sublaco made mention of the fact that
this machine, like many other microwave
therapy machines, operates at a high tem-
perature. I understand as a layman this
is used for the possible arrest of tumour
growth.

It was suggested by the member for
Subiaco that at nine centimetres from the
skin a temperature of 48 degrees would
Prevail from the machine, and on the skin
surf ace a temperature of 110 degrees. From
that I assume he was suggesting the ma-
chine was dangerous, because the tissues
could be burnt and a person receiving
treatment from it could suffer.

In reply to that suggestion I say there
is a much easier way for a person to burn
himself, and that is by Putting his hands
on the element of an electric stove. That
Is an analogy similar to the one put for-
ward by the member for Sublaco. He tried
to suggest there was a Possibility of injury
from treatment on the machine, and sug-
gested the depth of penetration from
microwave therapy is purely from radia-
tion of the electronic type which heats the
skin surface and damages the tissues. That
Is not denied.

Of course, certain conditions and stan-
dards are laid down to make sure that
radiation from the Tronado machine which
Is no different from the radiation from
a microwave oven, does not injure the
person receiving it.

The SPEARER: The member for Swan
will have to relate his remarks to the
amendment.

Mir SKflMORE: On the question of
heat Penetration and the burning that
might result, if one put one's fingers on a
hot element one would get them burnt.
However, if one stands away from the ele-
ment one would be kept warm by It, be.
cause the heat Passes through by radia-
tion. I suggest the same thing can hap-
pen in the treatment of tumours. I am
Putting forward as a layman this sugge-
stion which is unfounded, except that I
happen to be an electrician and possess
a little knowledge of electronics and micro-
wave therapy.

The tissues which are healthy possibly
are not damaged, because the ray treat-
ment does not heat them ti the degree
where they become destroyed. It appears
to me that tissues of cancerous growth or
turnouts are affected by such rays, and that
gentle and Prolonged application of micro-
wave therapy could be the means of arrest-
Ing tumour growth. As a layman who has
read about these matters and who has tried
to understand the medical side, what T
have said appears to be the Position, but
I might be wrong.
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However, I do not think my argument is
any more fallacious than that put forward
by the Minister to condemn the machine.
He has put forward an argument based
on expert advice that has been given to him
to the effect that the machine does not
serve a useful purpose and therefore its
use should not be continued.

I believe the expert that is to be ap-
pointed to the committee should be the
same expert who advised the NHMRC in
the first place on the technical processes
applied in the machine. A lot of the criti-
cism that has been levelled at the machine
is unfounded; there is a part of the flo-
nado machine which appears to be sacro-
sanct and no-one is allowed to service it.

There is nothing unusual in such a prac-
tice. There are many boxes containing
ancilliary equipment under the bonnets of
motorcars which motorists are not sup-
posed to touch because they do not know
enough about the functions of the equip-
ment. Does that meani this equipment is
not operating because we cannot see It.
and does it similarly mean that the boxes
which are parts of the Tronado machine
are suspect because the doctors cannot see
them In operation?

The purpose of the box of ancilliary
equipment is to indicate a faulty radiator
or alternator in a car, by lighting up a
globe or producing a source of energy re-
quired to help the car to move along the
road.

Having looked at the need for the ap-
pointment of a committee I saw some
photographs-

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has five more minutes.

Mr SKIDMORE: -which Indicated
what I have referred to as a yoke and
which looked to be made of steel. It seems
to mec that this piece of machinery could
have an electrical winding and could pro-
duce microwave therapy that is used to
localise a tumour. If that is so It seems
to me the argument used against the
machine falls to the ground, for this is
part of the flonado machine.

Mention has been made of Louis Pasteur
who has been credited as being a bene-
factor to many people, because of the way
in which he brought forward new ideas in
medical treatment. I am reminded that at
one time this gentleman-

The SPEAKER: Has this any relation-
ship to the amendment before the Chair?

Mr SKIDMORE: It relates to the com-
mittee. I am suggesting there is no need
for the appointment of the committee. I
suggest the method put forward by the
Minister, as a means for setting up a
committee, is not correct. The mere fact
that Pasteur suggested that germs in milk
could be killed-germs which caused
tuberculosis-by pasteurisation did not

mean that he provided the means of kil-
ling those germs. He only made the sug-
gestion and the scientific people built the
machine which was used to pasteurise the
milk and prove his theory to be right.

I say again a committee of medical prac-
titioners might be able to look upon advice
in a dispassionate and analytical way and
come to a conclusion there was no need
for a scientific investigation whatsoever.

I suggest this means there should not be
any need for a further committee to ana-
lyse what I suggest has already been
proved to be satisfactory in many ways
for the treatment of people with cancer.
I do not suggest the machine cures cancer.

I close on this note: I have stated, and
it has been recorded in a newspaper pub-
lished in my electorate, that quite frankly
I do not know whether the machine is
goad or bad. However, if in a psycholo-
gical way it can give a person one hour,
one day, or one month of additional life,
or can alleviate pain for that time, no per-
son should be denied, by any Government,
the right of treatment on the Tronado
machine.

MR CRANE (Moore) (11.47 pm.]: Hav-
Ing opposed the insertion of the words
which have been proposed, I believe I
should qualify my opposition by speaking
briefly to the amendment. I know the
hour Is late but I usuallly do not speak
for very long. I feel a little like Jock in
the army, who, according to his mother,
was the only one In step.

The words to be inserted read-
The Government should examine,

with the advice of an expert commit-
tee of medical practitioners (includ-
Ing some with practical experience of
the treatment of cancer) and in con-
sultation with the Hospital Boards
involved, the desirability and practic-
ability of making the use of the flo-
nado Cancer Machine ..

With all due respect, I believe that the
amendment is a subterfuge for what Is
really meant, and it will not alter the
situation.

I do not believe many members on this
side of the House have really analysed
what the words mean. I am sure that In
essence they mean this Government is
quite prepared to agree to the amendment
without the inclusion of the words pro-
posed by the member for Victoria Park.
The consciences of members will then be
eased and they will be able to sleep
soundly. I feel I can sleep soundly in any
case because I have expressed my own
opinion and I am at peace with my own
conscience.

I remind all members we have a res-
ponsibility to ensure that we grant the
wishes which have been expressed lately
by many people-indeed by miost people-
that persons suffering from tancer should
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be given an opportunity to be treated; but
this will be effectively denied by the inclu-
sion of these words. I believe this is a
case of appealing from Caesar unto Caesar.
For that reason, I most emphatically op-
Pose the amendment on the amendment.

I am sorry I have had to come up with
this conclusion. I have always lived close
to the land and I suppose I am a fairly
simple person at heart. I am not a law-
yer, but my interpretation Is that the mo-
tion will add nothing to what we had pre-
viously, and the amendment will do
nothing to help. We will not arrive at a
different situation from the one which
would have been arrived at previously. I
feel most strongly with regard to this mat-
ter. I am disappointed that we have to use
these tactics because I believe they axe
wrong. No-one should allow oneself just to
drift along with the tide, as it were, and
become a party political zombie.

I have stated my views: I feel most
emphatically that we are dodging the
issue here. I stand by the decision I made
previously.

MR HARTREY (Boulder-Dundas) [11.50
pmn): I would not have addressed the
House at length in any case, but my speech
has been greatly shortened by the contri-
bution from the member for Moore. I can
only indicate that I endorse what he has
said. I also want to say I am astounded
that the amendment states the Government
should examine the situation with the
advice of an expert committee of medical
practitioners, including some with prac-
tical experience of the treatment of cancer.
What sort of expert would not have had
experience in the treatment of cancer?

The SPEAKER: May I ask the member
for Houlder-Dundas to which amendment
he is speaking?

Mr HA*RTREY: I am speaking to the
amendment before the Chair.

The SPEAKER: I must remind the
honourable member that he is speaking
to the amendment moved by the member
for Victoria Park which actually intro-
duces a layman to the expert committee
suggested by the Minister for Lands.

Mr HARTHEY: Then I will agree, still,
with the member for Moore that the
amendment does not do anything much.
As far as I am concerned, it is simply
subterfuge. What would one solitary lay-
man do, anyway? As far as I can see he
will not be of great advantage. I want to
see the motion which was originally moved
by the Leader of the Opposition carried.
I certainly do not want to see any motion
substituted for that.

That is all we have to talk about. I
presume I have as much right as the last
speaker to say that it is subterfuge.

The SPEAKER: It was his brevity which
prevented me from speaking to him.

Mr HARTREY: I intended to be even
more brief than he was.

An Opposition member: You were inter-
rupted.

Mr HARTREY: The Speaker has that
privilege.

The SPEAKER: I am a very tolerant
Speaker!

Amendment on the amendment put and
a division taken with the following result-

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Barnett
BateCm an
Bertram
Bre
B. T. Burke
Carr
Davi"s
ff. D. Evans
T. D. Evans

Mr Blalkie
Mr Clarko
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Mr Crane
Dr Dadour
Mr Grayden
Mr Grewar
Mr P. V. Jonee
Mr Laurene
Mr Mcpharija

Ayes,
Mr may
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Pleteher

Amendment o
negatived.

Ayes-iS
Mr Harman
Mr Hartrey
Mr Jamileson
Mr T. Hf. Jon
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr Mclver

tTeller)

Noes-25
Mr Menaros,
Mr Nanovich
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr O'Neil
Ur Ridze
Mr Rushton
Mr $halders
Mr Sibson
Mr Stephens
Mr watt
Mr Young

(Teller)

Fain
Noes

Sir David Brand
Mr Sodemanm
Mr Thompson

ni the amendment thus

Debate (an amendment to motion)
Resumed

Amendment put and passed.

Motion, as Amended
MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of

the Opposition) [11.57 p.m.]: I do not In-
tend to delay the House for many minutes.
However, as there is to be an Inquiry as
to whether or not the machine ought to
be allowed to operate, before I conclude
my remarks I will give one good reason
which I hope the committee will consider.
The reason is contained in a letter which
I Propose to read. It comes from a person
living in Ongerup and reads as follows-

Mr Tonkin.
Dear Sir,

On hearing yo
radio for any in
tients having
treatment on the
thought my case
help.

ur request on-the
formation from pa-
received successful
Tronado machine, I
might be of some
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I was a nursing sister and my age
is now 40 years. On June 7th 1974 1
had a radical mastectomy at R.P.H.
This was followed, after healing of
wound by the maximum dose of radio-
active cobalt to the thorax and axilla
area, on the affected side. After the
first cobalt treatment I visited the In-
stitute of Radiotherapy and after a
cocktail had a scan on the Tronado
which showed cancer cells were also
present in the lower abdomen.

At the end of six weeks treatment I
returned home until August 15th when
I had another scan on the Tronado.
This time no cancer cells showed up
anywhere.

Dr Nelson came to the conclusion
that the amount received in the first
scan had been sufficent to destroy the
cancer cells in the abdomen-the area
which had received no cobalt therapy.

Cobalt therapy is dangerous and
should another outbreak of cancer oc-
cur I would not be able to call on that
treatment again. I would however be
allowed more treatment on the 'rro-
nado.

I hope this information may be of
help in your fight to get the Tronado
available again to all with the mini-
mum of delay.

That is additional evidence to what I have
previously submitted to this House: that
the Tronado machine undoubtedly des-
troys cancer cells.

One can only refer again to Bill flwyer
who had a cancer in his pelvis as big as
a tennis ball and who no longer has that
cancer; the Tronado machine has des-
troyed it. There is Mrs Lyn Abbott. I
asked her husband to talk to the member
for Katanning-I do not know whether
he did-and tell that member what Mrs
Abbott told me; that is, she had a cancer
in her breast and a certain doctor in the
city whom I know and could mention
wanted her to have a radical mastectomy
which she refused to have. She had treat-
ment on the Tronado machine and has
now been given a certificate to say there
is no cancer present in her. She has been
allowed to adopt a child. Yet people run
around looking for evidence and talking
about a further inquiry to see whether
the machine should be allowed to operate.

We must accept the position that the
Government has the numbers but I repeat
what I said earlier: that the time will
come when members of the Government
have very red faces because of the evid-
ence in my possession-and when I say
evidence, I mean evidence-from the pa-
tients themselves. Who Is In a better posi-
tion to know whether or not he has had
any benefit from the treatment? There are
people who have been suffering excruciat-
ing pain week after week and month after
month, who go on the Tronado machine
and then declare they are free of Pain,

and who then go back to work and resume
their social activities. Yet we are supposed
to be Poking around looking for evidence
to see whether or not the machine is any
good.

I do not know who will be on these In-
quiries or what kind of men they will be
-whether they will come here in a similar
way to the gentleman who announced
that it was Junk before he had seen the
machine or had the slightest idea how it
operated. Fancy putting him on an in-
quiry! But he Is the head of a depart-
ment.

If this inquiry Is to establish anything
at all it must be conducted by people who
have an open mind and who are prepared
to talk to the patients themselves. That
is the best way to find out whether a per-
son's health has improved. I do not want
any expert telling me whether or not I
have benefited from treatment. I would
be the judge of that. It is a question of
getting to these patients-and there are
dozens of them-who declare that their
Improved condition Is the result of treat-
ment on the Tronado machine.

Let us consider the dentist from Limi-
oges who arrived in this country uncon-
scious: the doctor had a look at him and
gave him one day to live. Then he had
treatment on the Tronado machine for a
tumour on the brain. When the Tronado
machine is in use, the smallest amount of
radiotherapy can be given in conjunction
with it. Because of that treatment the
man made rapid progress. He is now able
to get out of bed, read his correspondence,
take a shower, feed himself, and be
wheeled around the grounds of the hos-
pital. Does he want an expert to tell him
whether he feels any better or whether he
has improved with treatment on the non-
ado machine? Does it take anyone from
the National Health and Medical Re-
search Council to do that?

Some people are hard to convince, but
there are so many people who have bene-
fited from the machine that it is quite
impossible to sustain an attitude that the
machine is of no value. It Is working In
our favour that machines are being in-
stalled in other countries in the world.

Barter, Sandeman, and Byrne went to
the symposium in Washington and they
were present during the discussion. When
the report comes out I believe it will be
in accordance with the Information I have
already received, which is that the sym-
posiumn confirmed experimentally every as-
pect of the microwave treatment which is
being given on the Tronado machine. All
we have to do to find out whether or not
this Is close enough to the mark Is to read
what Catherine Martin wrote. No-one
could accuse her of being pro-Tronado. In
her final article from Washington she re-
ports-

As Dr J. A. J. Stolwijk, a scientist at
Yale University's school of medicine,
said.:'"There are always two things
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going on at the same time. There are
doctors who try things on patients
immediately because they think these
things ought to work-and since the
patients have little to lose they are
willing to undergo the treatment .,

"We must have both these areas of
activity at the same time. Even if the
researchers and the clinicians don't
like each other, it makes them

honest.
..Early clinical Investigations often

form the basis of stimulus for mare
research and this can only lead to
solid improvements In the clinical
area.

"Both these groups have a role to
play and we must cultivate their
Interest. We don't 'want them to lose
heart and lay it aside.

"They have to believe In what they
are doing before they can fight for
it,

That is what we are trying to ensure
with the radiotherapists who two Years ago
would have been freely acknowledged as
foremost in the treatment of cancer and
who are now regarded as charlatans be-
cause they dared claim the Tronado
machine is an advanced cancer therapy.
They are supported In that view by two
leading radiologists in the world today,
one of whom Is Dr Hornback, the head
of the Radiation Department at the Uni-
versity of Indiana, which has the largest
medical school in the United States. He
said publicly, and to me, "This is th most
exciting cancer therapy I have ever seen."
Peter Allen, who last year was chairman of
the Australasian College of Radiologists,
said precisely the same thing, although
he had seen extracts from the report of the
National Health and Medical Research
council. He said he was not concerned
about what that council thought. He 'was
satisfied this was the most exciting cancer
therapy he had ever seen.

My advice from the United States is-
Doctor Mahoney Deputy Director

Radiation Therapy National Cancer
institute Bethesda describes NHIVRC
report as a gross overkill of very limit-
ed scientific value because of its failure
to show proof of several items from
which conclusions are drawn and re-
ports written so poorly that conclusions
might be considered to be influenced
by political or other factors rather
than pure science. Doctor Mahoney
agrees that pictorial evidence pre-
sented to him indicates that the
method works.

We have done our best. We must take the
situation as It has now been established
by the attitude of the Government, but
that does not mean we will give up our
activity to ensure that as early as possible
these machines will be made available for

the treatment of the People who want to be
treated in this way, in the hope that at
worst it will be a palliative and at best it
will be a cure. We will strive to ensure that
situation is brought about.

Motion, as amended, put and passed.

BILLS (2):. RETURNED
1. Acts Amendment (State Energy Corn-

mission) Bill.
2. Government Employees (Promotions

Appeal Board) Act Amendment Bil.
Bills returned from the Council with-

out amendment.
House adjourned at 12.12 a.m. (Thursday)

I-Erqiuatifur Qonril
Thursday, the 8th May, 1975

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (3): ON NOTICE

1. WEST COAST HIGHWAY
Extension

The Ron. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Justice representing the
minister for Town Planning:

What are the terms of reference
for the consultants appointea to
study the proposed extension of
West Coast Highway announced
by the Minister for Town Plan-
ning and reported in The West
Australian on the 24th April, 1975?

The Hon. N. MoNEIIt, replied:
TERMS OF REFERENCE

WEST COAST HIGHWAY-
SWANBOURNE AREA STUDY

A. PREAMBLE
There Is a need for a study to
determine future transport
routes in the corridor bordered
by the Indian Ocean, Swan
River, Mitchell Freeway and
Karrlnyup Roads insofar as
they affect the requirements for
north/south links in the coastal
region of Swanbourne/Cottesloe.
Within this context various
links through lands occupied by
the Australian Army In Swan-
bourne, through residential
areas of Swanbourne/Cottesloe
and along beachfronts have
been mooted. These proposals
have aroused spirited contro-
versy by virtue of the social,
economic and environmental
natures of the consequences of
such developmnents.
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